
 

   
 

 

Joint statement from INGO sector ahead of Global Partnerships Conference 

As 82 INGO leaders, we welcome the efforts behind the Global Partnerships Conference and its 
intention to bring together a wider range of actors to address shared global challenges. In recent 
years, hard-won development gains have stalled or reversed due to rapidly rising global conflict, 
unsustainable debt burdens, shrinking civic space, the rolling back of democratic, gender and 
disability rights and major cuts to Official Development Assistance (ODA), all compounded by the 
accelerating climate and nature crises threatening our planet. 

This conference’s recognition of the role of diverse providers of finance, alongside emerging 
technology and AI stakeholders, and their responsibility to build equitable partnerships and pursue 
sustainable development, is an important step as we respond to these increasingly complex global 
issues.  

At the same time, it is critical to reach those most in need and build on and protect the progress 
global civil society has made to date, acknowledging that we have a shared responsibility to help 
push this agenda forward.  The success of what follows this conference will depend on whether the 
partnerships that emerge, including those with new partners in the private and technology sectors, 
are effective, equitable, and grounded in strong human rights, conflict sensitivity, democratic values, 
International Humanitarian Law and environmental and accountability standards. 

This is also an important moment to reflect on how UK aid is best used, particularly in light of 
international ODA budgets being slashed. Private finance can play an important and 
complementary role, but it cannot be a substitute for ODA, especially when responding to conflict, 
humanitarian crises including in the hardest to reach places, and supporting those facing extreme 
poverty who now overwhelming live in fragile and conflict settings, including children, women and 
girls, older people, and people with disabilities. It is also an opportunity for governments, like the 
UK, to put words into action by shifting decision making on how ODA is spent to the communities 
directly affected.  

Majority World countries have been clear in their calls for economic system reform to effectively 
address challenges such as unsustainable debt, corporate tax avoidance, illicit financial flows and 
unfair trade rules as part of the debate about the future of development cooperation. The fact 
remains that the current international financial system does not work for the majority. The 
conference must, therefore, create space for meaningful discussions on reforming the international 
financial system and truly cultivate equitable partnerships to give Majority World countries and their 
people the space they need to achieve their own sustainable development goals. 

Going forward, civil society and Majority World partners should have a stronger role in shaping these 
discussions from the outset and co-design future conferences, processes or agreements so they 
can fulfil their transformative potential.  



 

   
 

We hope this conference will inspire bolder action on this urgent agenda and chart a path towards 
a successful and ambitious UK G20 presidency next year. This moment offers a real opportunity for 
the UK to demonstrate progressive leadership, shift power and set the tone for its wider 
international engagement in the years ahead. 

Signed,  

Adrian Lovett, ONE Campaign, Executive Director 

Alex Daniels, APT Action on Poverty, CEO 

Alison Marshall, Age International, CEO 

Alison Wallace, SOS Children’s Villages UK, CEO 

Amber Shotton, Small International Development Charities Network, Chair of Trustees 

Andrew Betts, Advantage Africa, Director 

Anil Patil, Carers Worldwide, Executive Director 

Anna Lord, Ethiopiaid, CEO 

Anuradha Joshi, Institute of Development Studies (IDS), Director 

Bethan Cobley, MSI Reproductive Choices, Director, External Relations 

Camilla Knox-Peebles, Amref Health Africa UK, Chief Executive 

Chris Skeet, The Power of Nutrition, CEO 

Chrissie Cvetković-Hirst, Firefly International, Director 

Darren Cormack, Mines Advisory Group, CEO 

David Evans, Ace Africa, UK Country Director 

Diana Njugana, Womankind Worldwide, Co-CEO 

Dominic Haslam, Sightsavers, Deputy CEO 

Dominique Muller, Corporate Justice Coalition, Co-Director 

Dylan Mathews, Peace Direct, Chief Executive 

Elizabeth Joy, Dalit Solidarity Network UK, Director 

Evelyn Brealey, Cambridge Global Health Partnerships, Director 

Fola Komolafe, World Vision UK, CEO 

Frances Guy, Scotland’s International Development Alliance, Executive Director 

Gillian McMahon, Right To Play UK, Executive Director 



 

   
 

Graeme Hodge, United World Schools, Global CEO 

Hannah Bond, ActionAid UK, Co-CEO 

Harriet Gordon-Brown, CHASE Africa, CEO 

Helen Pattinson, War Child UK, CEO 

Henrietta Blackmore, Habitat for Humanity Great Britain, National Director/CEO 

Jack Farrell, Search for Common Ground UK, UK Director & Global Director of Communications 

Jasmina Haynes, Integrity Action, CEO 

Jean-Michel Grand, Action Against Hunger UK, Executive Director 

Jennifer Farrelly, GOAL Global, CEO 

Jessica Woodroffe, Gender and Development Network, Director 

Jonathan Cohen, Conciliation Resources, Executive Director 

Jonny Oates, United Against Malnutrition and Hunger, Chief Executive 

Julian Rosser, Hub Cymru Africa, Head 

Kate Garvey, Project Everyone, Director 

Katie Husselby, Action for Global Health, Director 

Kavita Prasad, Sense International, Chief Executive 

Kerri Jones, Future Health Africa, Chair of Trustees 

Kirsty Smith, CBM UK, CEO 

Lorraine Currie, Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund, CEO 

Lynne Morris OBE, Toybox, CEO 

Marcos Concepcion Raba, Global Network of Civil Society Organisations for Disaster Reduction, 
Executive Director 

Mark Robinson, Commonwealth Human Ecology Council, Chair 

Martin Drewry, Health Poverty Action, CEO 

Martin Hartberg, Norwegian Refugee Council, UK Director 

Mary Ann Mhina, ADD International, Co-CEO 

Matthew Carter, Depaul International, Group CEO 

Matthew Hanning, International Nepal Fellowship, CEO 

Neil Thorns, CAFOD, Director 



 

   
 

Nic Hailey, International Alert, Executive Director 

Nick Hepworth, Water Witness International, Executive Director 

Othman Moqbel, Action for Humanity UK, CEO 

Patrick Watt, Christian Aid, CEO 

Paul Anticoni, World Jewish Relief, Chief Executive 

Peter Waddup, The Leprosy Mission, CEO 

Petter Matthews, Engineers Against Poverty, Executive Director 

Richard Hawkes, Oxfam GB, CEO 

Rob Capener, Railway Children, Group CEO 

Romilly Greenhill, Bond, CEO 

Rose Caldwell, Plan International UK, CEO 

Sandra Golding, ADRA-UK, CEO 

Sara Bowcutt, Women for Women International UK, Managing Director 

Sayyeda Salam, Concern Worldwide UK, Executive Director 

Sean Farrell, Trócaire, CEO 

Selena Victor, Mercy Corps, Senior Director, Policy & Advocacy 

Sheniz Tan, Asfar, CEO 

Silas Balraj, Tearfund, CEO 

Stella Opoku-Owusu, AFFORD, Executive Director 

Stephanie Rust, National Democratic Institute, Chief Programs Officer 

Susana Klien, Saferworld, CEO 

Taahra Ghazi, ActionAid UK, Co-CEO 

Tim Hunt, Kids Alive, Co-CEO 

Tiwonge Mwase-Vuma, Vision Action, Co-CEO 

Tom Dannatt, Street Child, CEO 

Tom Shelton, Humanity & Inclusion UK, Chief Executive 

Ven Nyamondo, Chance for Childhood, CEO 

Wendy Harrison, Unlimit Health, CEO 

Zarina Douglas-Sori, Good Neighbours UK, Chief Executive 



 

   
 

Zia Salik, Islamic Relief Worldwide, Interim UK Director 


