Ann McKechin MP 

House of Commons 

London SW1A 0AA

10 January 2008
Dear Ann McKechin MP,

In advance of the UK Parliament second reading of the new EU Reform Treaty on 21 January, I am writing to share the perspectives of UK NGOs on the aspects of the Treaty that relate to development and humanitarian response (please see attached paper for further details). 

The EU Reform Treaty has the potential for the EU to deliver a stronger poverty focus and greater coherence in its development and humanitarian work. We welcome the fact that in the Treaty the eradication of poverty is the primary focus of development cooperation, offering a legal basis and purpose to European development assistance. 

The Treaty also represents a significant positive shift whereby all EU policies that affect developing countries will need to reflect (and not undermine) development and humanitarian objectives. 

However, this will depend on how the external aspects of the Treaty are actually put into practice over the coming years. The creation of the European External Action Service offers an opportunity to reform the Commission structures to respect and fulfil the principles and objectives of the Treaty, while increasing the overall effectiveness of EC development cooperation. Development policy needs a well-defined political responsibility requiring a Commissioner for development and humanitarian affairs. This Commissioner should not be subordinate in the external relations architecture, and should be adequately supported by staff and resources focused on poverty eradication, achieving sustainable development, promoting gender equality, and respecting humanitarian principles. Without this, there is a risk that resources and policies on international development and humanitarian response will be subjugated to a narrowly defined foreign policy agenda or Europe’s commercial objectives.

Meanwhile, it is important to safeguard the existing improvements of EU development and humanitarian assistance that have been made to date, such as better management and faster delivery of aid. Previous reforms have failed to address the institutional gaps between policy development and programme delivery. This needs to be addressed this time round. As a global player – and the largest provider of assistance – Europe could have the opportunity and mandate to root its external policy in positive values. 

We hope that you will raise our concerns during the debate and, if the Treaty is ratified, we will be in touch to discuss with you how these concerns about implementation can be addressed. We wish you a fruitful discussion and we look forward to working with you to ensure the best possible development outcome in relation to the EU Reform Treaty.

Yours sincerely,

Charlotte Imbert, Interim General Secretary, BOND
