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Stand Up and Take Action 
The Great Persuasion 

16-18 October 2009
1) Context

On the weekend of 16-18 October 2009, millions of people worldwide will contact their politicians demanding that they take action against poverty and climate change. 


More than 116 million people took action at this time last year in the largest ever public mobilisation. 

The weekend of 16-18 October ends just 20 days before the G20 Finance Ministers’ meeting in Scotland and 50 days before the global climate talks in Copenhagen. These meetings will be critical to achieving a just world economy. 
16-18 October 2009 also falls in the run up to a UK General Election, after which many MPs will be new. 

Because of the global crisis, and because of the nearing election, decision makers are increasingly receptive to demands for action on poverty and climate change. 

Now it is time for a nationwide push to make trade injustice, excessive greenhouse gas emissions, insufficient aid and unfinished debt cancellation, things of the past. 
2) Action

On the weekend of 16-18 October, campaigners will seek to persuade politicians across the country of the urgent need to tackle global poverty and climate change and to make them take action. 

3) Wanted

At least 2 activists in every constituency of the country to:

· Contact your MP and at least one prospective parliamentary candidate in your constituency, by visiting them, writing to them, telephoning them, emailing them, or inviting them to a meeting or event on 16-18 October. 
· Persuade them of the need to work for a massive cut in CO2 emissions and to take action on global poverty
· Give them a copy of the International Development manifesto, and get them to send a copy to the Party’s manifesto team 
· Take a photo and send it to a special website (www.standagainstpoverty.org)
To volunteer, please contact [Insert Name, organisation and details here] 
4) Support

You will be provided with: 

· Advice on ‘how to lobby your candidate’ (in this toolkit)

· A template letter to the newspaper (in this toolkit) 

· A template press release (in this toolkit)
· Access to an easy to use website where you will be able to register your action (www.standagainstpoverty.org) 
· Copies of the International Development manifesto to give to your candidates (September)
· A backgrounder on the issues and a Q and As sheet on the manifesto (September)
· A letter to send to your candidates to go with the manifesto (September)
5) How to lobby 

Politicians have to be persuaded that real action on poverty and climate change is vital to them getting elected. The Great Persuasion is the way to get that message to the people who will be making life or death decisions in relation to global poverty and climate change. 
Please make sure you persuade your MP and candidates(s) during the three day period from 16 – 18 October. 

6) Planning checklist

Let your target know in advance that you will be visiting them. Phone the local party or constituency office now to book in your meeting. 
If your targets say they are not available on these dates, do persist, or request a telephone call. If it really isn’t possible to speak to them 16-18 October, ask to meet as close to those dates as possible.  

7) Preparation: IF YOU ARE ORGANISING A LOBBY
a) Step one: Contact your local MP and opposition candidate
Personalised version:
Your constituency is [Insert name of constituency here] 

Your MP is [insert name of MP here]. You can find out more about them here [insert relevant they work for you page]. You can contact them by calling [Insert telephone number here] 

The lead opponent (prospective parliamentary candidate) is [insert name here], whose party came second last time. You can find out more about them here [insert website here]. You can contact them by calling [Insert telephone number here]

You may also wish to contact [insert name of incumbent if MP is standing down, or if another party stands a chance of winning]. You can contact them by calling [Insert telephone number here] 
Once you have go agreement, register your lobby at www.standagainstpoverty.org 
General version: 
1: Find out the name of your constituency at http://www.upmystreet.com/commons/l/ 

2: Find out the candidates in your constituency at http://ukpollingreport.co.uk/guide  

3: Type the name of your MP and the candidate of the party that came second last time in to a search engine, and find their contact telephone numbers 
4: Arrange to meet them some time on the 16-18 October to talk about world poverty and climate change 

b) Step two: Practice


If you haven’t met your politicians before, don’t be daunted. Don’t assume your MP will know any more than you do about world poverty and climate change - the chances are that they won’t.

Choose one part of the manifesto to emphasise. The Q and A sheets that will be provided to you closer to the time could provide a useful basis for your discussion. 
Practice with a friend, and if you need to do so, call [the relevant person at your organisation] on [your telephone number]. 
Tips on meeting politicians

· Keep it simple - stick to a few main points.

· If the politician asks a question you can’t answer, offer to get back to them with the information.

· If you give any background material to an MP keep it short, simple and clear.

· If the politician tries to change the subject, politely but firmly bring them back to the topic in hand by saying something like, “I know your time is very valuable; we really only came here to discuss how you can help us on this issue.”

· It may be useful to take notes, particularly if some action is agreed on

· Offer the politician a lapel badge of your organisation if you have one 

· Remain polite and courteous throughout.

· Make sure you finish with an action point for them to take forward.

· Don’t be blinded by spin. The Questions and Answers sheet that willl be provided to you should be able to assist with this. 

c) Step 3: Lobby your MP and candidate

When you meet your MP and candidate, present them with the International Development Manifesto, ask that they send it to the manifesto group of their party, and that they personally commit to take whatever action they can against world poverty and climate change.  

Take notes and press them in particular on the points advised to you by your organisation. 

d) Step 4: Tell the world 
After your lobby, write a letter to the relevant local newspaper comparing the performance of the people you met. Letters should be short and to the point – a tricky task when you are playing several candidates off against one another on fairly complex issues. The template letters included in this pack should be able to help. 

Consider writing a longer account of your encounters with your politicians in a faith magazine, a newsletter, on a blog (if you have one), on a social networking website (if you are part of one), tell a local radio phone-in about it, or simply write an email to all of your friends.
If possible, tell the people around the world who will also be meeting their politicians, by taking a picture of you and your candidates, literally ‘standing up’ against poverty, and upload them to the easy to use Stand Up and Take Action website at www.standagainstpoverty.org. People in these pictures will be counted and the numbers presented at the UN Climate talks in Copenhagen in December as part of a petition demanding a fair, ambitious and binding deal.   

e)  Step 5: Get ready to get more involved

Write to your MP and to your candidate, thanking him or her for meeting you and taking the opportunity to restate your points.
Stay in touch with anyone you may have met at the lobby, preparing yourself for further action when the election is called. 
8) Preparation: IF YOUR ARE ORGANISING AN EVENT 
a) Step one: Think up an idea 
In line with previous World Days for the Eradication of Poverty, schools, colleges, universities, faith communities and workplaces will mark this moment of global solidarity with meetings and moments.   

Whatever you are organising, make sure you get your MP and candidates involved. 

If you are planning a special service at your place of worship, why not invite your candidates to attend and speak to interested people afterwards? Alternatively attendees might sign a letter to candidates on the way out. 

If you are planning a public awareness day at a school, college or university, why not invite your candidates and quiz them about what you have learnt – or at the very least write them a letter? 
If you are planning a public gathering, why not make it outside your local political party offices, and then visit the candidate before or afterwards? 
If you are planning a club night or fundraiser, why not video a message to your candidates and email it to them? 
Or perhaps if you are planning a trip to the pub, you could invite your candidates there!

b) Step two: Prepare the event
Invite your MP, lead opponent, and other opposition candidates as well, if you wish. You can find out who your candidates are at http://ukpollingreport.co.uk/ 
If candidates are attending the event, make sure people are fully prepared. Invite a speaker from a charity on the importance of our policies and keep them on hand to counter the spin that your politicians will respond with. Alternatively, if you feel confident enough, you could fulfil this role yourself. 

Make posters and leaflets about the event, advertise it in relevant newsletters and make sure to invite all of your own friends and family, as well as promoting it over relevant email lists. 

Register your event at www.standagainstpoverty.org 

c) Step three: Hold the event
Whatever you do, make sure you present your MP and candidate(s) with the BOND manifesto, whether in person or by post. 

d) Step four: Tell the world 
After your lobby, write a letter to the relevant local newspaper comparing the performance of the politicians you met. The template letters included in this pack should be able to help. 

Consider writing a longer account of your encounters with your politicians in a faith magazine, a newsletter, on a blog (if you have one), on a social networking website (if you are part of one), tell a local radio phone-in about it, or simply write an email to all of your friends.

If possible, tell the people around the world who will also be meeting their politicians, by taking a picture of the people at the event, literally ‘standing up’ against poverty, and upload them to the easy to use Stand Up and Take Action website at www.standagainstpoverty.org.uk . People in these pictures will be counted and the numbers presented at the UN Climate talks in Copenhagen in December, and possibly again at the UN Summit on the Millennium Development Goals in 2010.   
If you feel confident to, you might also invite media to the event using the template press release in the ‘resources’ section. 
e) Step 5: Get ready to get more involved

Write to your MP and to your candidate, thanking him or her for meeting you and taking the opportunity to restate your points.
Stay in touch with anyone you may have met at the lobby, preparing yourself for further action when the election is called. 

9) Resources
Template letters to the newspapers

Template letter 1 - Aid

Dear Editor 

In the year 2000, world leaders made a promise to the world to end extreme poverty by 2015, by working towards the Millennium Development Goals.


In order to achieve these, it is vital that the UK government retains the commitment to 0.7% of national income being spent on aid by 2013. That aid must be used solely in the fight against poverty and nothing else. 
I recently met with current MP [insert name] and opposition candidate [insert name] to discuss this. [Insert name] declared that [what they said] .  [Insert name] said that [what they said] . 
The world’s poor do not have a voice in UK politics, yet their lives and livelihoods often depend on the decisions of our representatives. It is up to us to speak up, and to vote, on their behalf. 

Yours, 

Template letter 2 – Debt cancellation 

 

Dear Editor 

There are many similarities between the current financial crisis and the ongoing developing country debt crisis. Both were caused by irresponsible lending, both were deepened by barely regulated ‘free’ markets, and both are hurting the poorest the most. 

Despite the impression sometimes given, the UK government has still not cancelled all developing countries’ unjust and unpayable debt. It has also continued to fund the World Bank and IMF who manage a debt relief scheme that is entirely controlled by the lenders, imposing same kinds of damaging policies that made today’s financial crisis so intense. 

I recently met with current MP [insert name] and opposition candidate [insert name] to discuss this. [Insert name] declared that [what they said] while [insert name] said that [what they said]. 

We need an international debt tribunal, to deal with all poor countries' unpayable and unjust debts, meaning lenders can’t get away with their current reckless behaviour. 

The commitment to halve extreme poverty made in the Millennium Development Goals is not going to be met without such changes. If we are to keep our promises to the poor, there must be no return to business as usual.
 

Yours,
Template letter 3 - Climate change

Dear Editor, 

In the year 2000, world leaders made a promise to the world to halve poverty by 2015, by working towards the Millennium Development Goals. Yet this commitment will be impossible if climate change is not prevented, as rising temperatures cause droughts, floods and disease among the world’s poorest people. 

It is vital that the UK government commits to a real cut in C02 emissions of at least 40% by 2020 – not a pretend cut in which the UK ‘offsets’ its emissions. This must be in addition to supporting developing countries towards low carbon development. 
I recently met with current MP [insert name] and opposition candidate [insert name] to discuss this. [Insert name] declared that [what they said] while [insert name said that [what they said] . 
The world’s poor do not have a voice in UK politics, yet their lives and livelihoods often depend on the decisions of our representatives. It is up to us to speak up, and to vote, on their behalf. 

Yours 

[Insert your name here] 

Template letter 4 – IFI reform

The current economic crisis in rich countries mirrors an economic crisis in poor countries for many years. Both were caused by misguided faith in the virtues of unfettered ‘free’ markets, and the lack of transparency and accountability of financial institutions.   

It is vital that we learn lesson from this, and insist on fundamental reform of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), so that poor countries have a greater say in the decisions that will affect them. It also vital that these undemocratic institutions stop their current practice of forcing privatisation and economic liberalisation, on poor countries, as this can serve to deepen, rather than alleviate recessions. 

I recently met with current MP [insert name] and opposition candidate [insert name] to discuss this. [Insert name] declared that [what they said] while [insert name said that [what they said]. 

In the year 2000, world leaders at the UN made a promise to the world to halve poverty by 2015, by working towards the Millennium Development Goals, yet in part thanks to the policies of the World Bank and IMF, recession has deepened in many countries. It is up to us to use our voices and our votes to hold them to account. 

Yours 

[Insert name] 

Template letter 5 - Corruption

Dear Editor,

In the year 2000, world leaders made a promise to the world to halve the number of people in poverty by 2015, by working towards the Millennium Development Goals, yet we are currently off track.

Alongside insufficient aid, trade injustice, unfinished debt cancellation and climate change, a barrier has been corruption. 

The UK should also make sure that it is not itself contributing to corrupt practices, by ensuring that international agreements on corruption are fully incorporated in to UK domestic law, and are independently monitored. Our government can help also help counter corruption by channelling UK aid in part to anti corruption groups in poor countries. 

I recently met with current MP [insert name] and opposition candidate [insert name] to discuss this. [Insert name] declared that [what they said] while [insert name said that [what they said]. 

The world’s poor do not have a voice in UK politics, yet their lives and livelihoods often depend on the decisions of our representatives. It is up to us to speak up, and use our votes, on their behalf. 

Yours, 

[Your name]

PRESS RELEASE/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
[issue date] 

Photo Opportunity: On [date] at [time], [your town] residents are available for photos [doing a photo-worthy activity]


A [your group] from [your town] will take part in a Guinness World Record attempt by joining millions across the world to pressure politicians to tackle poverty and climate change. 

[Your organisation] will grill [insert MP’s name here] and candidate [insert name here], as part of a [your event – e.g. church service, school awareness day, visit to the pub]. 
Event organiser [Your name], a [your occupation] from [your town] said:
“The people wishing to represent us can make decisions on aid levels, trade justice, debt cancellation and CO2 emissions that will save or take away the lives and livelihoods of millions in poor countries”. 

Worldwide, people have pledged to contact more than 2000 parliamentarians, including 100 in the UK, as part of the ‘Stand Up and Take Action’ campaign of the Global Call to Action against Poverty and the UN Millennium Campaign. 

Ends----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes: 

More information on the global campaign can be found at www.standagainstpoverty.org 
The global initiative is organised by the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP - the world’s largest civil society anti-poverty alliance), in association with the UN Millennium Campaign and Micah Challenge. 


To arrange an interview with [your name] please contact [your email address] or call [your telephone number] 

To arrange an interview with Tim Gee, Stand Up and Take Action UK Co-ordinator, or a campaigner from a developing country, please call Tim Gee on 020 7520 0253/07788708673 or email tgee@bond.org.uk . 

The Great Persuasion Feedback Form
Thank you for taking part in the Stand Up and Take Action: Great Persuasion Campaign. To help us assess the impact of your lobbying, please complete this form.

	Your name 



	Constituency active in  


	Date of contact



	Which MP candidate(s) did you contact and how? Please also list their party.



	Which question(s) did you raise with your MP candidate(s)?


	Key comments or quotes from MP candidate(s) on the issues you raised


	Any further comments from you


	Thank you for taking part in the UK Election Special Local Lobbyist Action!


Please return this to: the organisation that briefed you ahead of the lobby, or alternatively email this form to campaigns@bond.org.uk 
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