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50 GLOBAL DAYS OF ACTION AGAINST POVERTY AND INEQUALITY

1 SEPTEMBER - 20 OCTOBER 2008

GCAP UK Mobilisation Toolkit, prepared by BOND
V5 (29/08/08)

The Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) is a global alliance of international NGOs, grass roots organisations, trade unions, community groups, women’s organisations, faith groups, youth groups, local associations and other campaigners working together across more than 100 national coalitions. The white band is our symbol and expression of solidarity against poverty.

Working collectively, we can put resolving global poverty on the political agenda, and win positive change for the world’s poor.  

The text of this toolkit is designed to be easily adaptable for BOND members, partner networks and supporting organisations, to make it as easy as possible to get involved in the international mobilisation. 
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1: WHAT ARE THE 50 GLOBAL DAYS OF ACTION AGAINST POVERTY AND INEQUALITY ALL ABOUT?

Q. What are the 50 Global Days of Action Against Poverty and Inequality? 


A. They are fifty days of activity being organised by the national platforms and supporting organisations of the Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) to engage the public and put pressure on decision makers on global poverty and injustice issues. More than one hundred national coalitions around the world will be taking part under the unifying theme of action against poverty and inequality.

From 1 September to 20 October 2008, millions of people will be linking up in the global North and South to put pressure on political leaders and global institutions to take urgent action on climate change, trade justice, debt, aid, gender equality, governance and the Millennium Development Goals.

Q. What is the Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP)? 


A. The Global Call to Action Against Poverty is a worldwide alliance of national campaigning coalitions working to tackle poverty and inequality in their countries and around the world. 

The Global Call to Action Against Poverty are demanding: Public accountability, just governance and the fulfilment of human rights, including workers' rights, trade justice, a major increase in the quantity and quality of aid and financing for development, debt cancellation and tackling climate change. 

Q. What do campaigners hope to achieve? 


A. Campaigners will show that they are still active, well informed and pushing for change. The UK government must feel the pressure and take the radical action that is needed to address issues around trade justice, climate change, aid, debt, and other relevant issues.
Internationally, the G8’s 2005 promises on increased aid, partial debt cancellation and funding for HIV/AIDS are now making a real difference, however they are still to be delivered in full. Furthermore, key demands on full debt cancellation, trade justice and economic sovereignty for developing countries continue to be ignored. Greenhouse gases continue to rise, destabilising the climate and causing devastation to the lives of many – especially in the developing world.

2: WHAT IS BEING PLANNED WORLDWIDE?

1: National level lobbying

National coalitions have been lobbying decision makers for many months in the lead up to the mobilisation. Depending on the national context, lobbying is incorporating:
- Demands around the Aid Effectiveness High Level Meeting in Accra on 2 - 4 September 

- Demands around announcements to be made at the UN High Level Meeting on the MDGs in New York on 25 September
- Notification of the mass global mobilisation on October 17-19 and specific expectations of leaders at this time
- Demands around the Financing for Development meeting in Doha, Qatar, on 29 November – 2 December 
2: Mass public awareness-raising action campaign

At the national level, coalitions and platforms are building mass public awareness of actions taking place and expectations on leaders, particularly in advance of the UN High Level meeting on the MDGs. This is taking the form of national-level petitions, postcard actions, media outreach and opinion pieces and advertising campaigns.
3: Special Activities on the MDGs 
Some national coalitions will:

- Lobby governments to produce reports on national progress towards the MDGs

- Produce MDG shadow reports or update existing ones from 2007

4: Poverty Hearings

Using ideas based on the poverty tribunal in South Africa and the women’s tribunals organised by the GCAP Feminist Task Force, national coalitions are encouraged, based on capacity, to organise national level poverty hearings. Poverty hearings are already being planned for South Africa, India, Nepal and Bangladesh and discussion is underway about supporting the organisation of a number of poverty hearings in other countries and regions. 

5: Parliamentary debates

Some GCAP national coalitions are organising parliamentary debates on the MDGs and other issues.
3: UK PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
‘GET ON TRACK’ PETITION LAUNCHED

1 September
Save the Children
Every year 10 million children die before their fifth birthday, the majority of preventable causes. The world is not doing enough to save them. 

 

In late September the UN is meeting to discuss progress on eight goals for poverty reduction that they set themselves in 2000. One of the goals is to reduce global child deaths by two-thirds by 2015.  The world is way off track on meeting this goal. At current rates of progress the world will not reach this target until 2045, an unacceptable 30 years late. 

Save the Children is organising events around the world for people to demand that the UN uses the opportunity to 'get on track' to stop millions of preventable child deaths. Join our virtual protest at www.savethechildren.org.uk/takeaction  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THIRD HIGH LEVEL FORUM ON AID EFFECTIVENESS

2 – 4 September

Accra, Ghana

This meeting is primarily concerned with the demand of “more and better aid”. The meeting is a follow up to the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness of 2005, which holds indicators which need to be achieved by 2010. This meeting will monitor progress towards those indicators. 

For more information contact Sarah Mulley, Co-ordinator, UK Aid Network on
ukan@bond.org.uk 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LIVE SIMPLY 

6 September 

CAFOD 

A Theological Learning Day organised by CAFOD and Progressio exploring the theological underpinnings of the livesimply challenge of living simply, sustainably and in solidarity with the poor. 
For more information, please email info@livesimply.org.uk or visit www.livesimply.org.uk 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GREEN PARTY CONFERENCE 
5 – 8 September
London
Fringe Meetings include:
‘European Trade Strategy’, organised by World Development Movement. 
‘Building for the 2008 Climate March’, organised by Campaign Against Climate Change. 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT CONFERENCE 
13 - 17 September
Bournemouth
Fringe meetings include
‘Climate Change: hitting the global poor the hardest’ organised by WWF, Christian Aid and Friends of the Earth. 15 September. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE 
20 – 24 September

Manchester

Fringe meetings include:
‘Hungry for Change: is the global response to the food crisis failing children?’ with speakers Jasmine Whitbread, (CEO, Save the Children) and Douglas Alexander, DFID (tbc). 6pm – 8pm, Charter 2, 21 September.  
 ‘The Sanitation Crisis – the silent killer’ organised by WaterAid, Tearfund and UNICEF. 10 – 11 am, Radisson Hotel, 23 September. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ACTION AGAINST EPAs 

23 September

Trade Justice Movement

‘Economic Partnership Agreements’ (EPAs) are the EU’s new unfair trade deals. On 23 September, the Trade Justice Movement will be linking up with European partners to draw attention to this with a stunt in Strasbourg. 

Throughout the 50 Global Days of Action there will be a Trade Justice e-action running on the Trade Justice Movement website. 

For more information contact Anne Callaghan, Co-ordinator, Trade Justice Movement on anne@tjm.org.uk or visit www.tjm.org.uk 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UN HIGH LEVEL CONFERENCE ON THE MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

25 September 2008 

New York 

There is a danger that the high level event on the MDGS scheduled for New York in September will fail to deliver any substantive action plans for MDG implementation. In addition, the messaging attached to this meeting “collective responsibility” (governments, private sector and civil society) runs the risk of shifting the focus and core responsibility for the achievement of the MDGs away from governments. 

GCAP members are planning media work, e-actions and a side event at the MDG summit in New York. 
End Water Poverty will hand in one million petitions collected from around the world to demand water and toilets for all. 

Save the Children will also present a petition demanding that the world 'get on track' with the Millennium Development Goals, to stop millions of preventable child deaths.
For more information, contact Ben Margolis, Mobilisation and Outreach Co-ordinator, GCAP Global Secretariat on ben.margolis@civicus.org 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONSERVATIVE PARTY CONFERENCE
28 September

Birmingham
Fringe meetings include: 
‘Saving Children's Lives reception’ with Jasmine Whitbread (CEO, Save the Children) and Andrew Mitchell (Conservative Spokesperson on International Development). 7.30pm-9.30pm, ICC, Media Suite A. 29 September.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HARVEST FAST

3 October

CAFOD

CAFOD’s Harvest Fast Day focuses on standing in solidarity, speaking out for justice and praying alongside families in need in the developing world. The livesimply challenge reinforces this call, asking CAFOD supporters to live sustainably and simply in order to find a free and generous way of life, showing their solidarity with their global family.

CAFOD’s Fast Day creates a natural opportunity to live simply, as it is a time when CAFOD supporters  give thanks, share what they have and make a gift to show their solidarity with the poor.

For more information please visit www.cafod.org.uk/fastday 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KEEP THE PROMISE RALLY
4 October

Trafalgar Square, London

End Child Poverty Coalition
End Child Poverty, a coalition including, Save the Children, Oxfam, UNICEF and major trade unions, will stage the UK’s biggest-ever event to end child poverty. The reason for the event is that the government is off target to keep its promise to half child poverty in the UK by 2010. 

 

Sign up at www.savethechildren.org.uk/endchildpoverty 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORLD DAY FOR DECENT WORK
7 October

TUC

Congress House, London

The global trade union movement is holding a World Day for Decent Work on Tuesday 7 October. To mark the event in the UK, and in support of the Decent Work, Decent Life Campaign, the TUC is organising a day of activities at Congress House, London, focusing on rights at work and ending inequality in the workplace.

The event promises to be the largest ever gathering of international development and labour-related organisations in the UK concerned with the Decent Work agenda.

Over the course of the day there will be over 50 workshops, films, exhibitions and stalls from UK development charities, trade unions, organisations concerned with fair and ethical trade, and academic institutions focusing on the development and gender dimensions of livelihood and income generation issues.

For more information or if your organisation is interested in getting involved, please email Gary Willis on GWillis@TUC.ORG.UK or visit www.wddw.org 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORLD SIGHT DAY 

9 October 

Sightsavers

Sightsavers will be working with international partners to mark this day on 9 October. 

For more information contact Vicky Astbury on vastbury@sightsavers.org 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ECONOMIC JUSTICE ACTIVIST CONFERENCE

11 October

Jubilee Debt Campaign and partners

Central London

Jubilee Debt Campaign will bring together activists to help build their capacity for organising and campaigning in their local areas. The focus will be debt, and how it relates to other economic justice related issues. 

The day will include

· Briefings on Economic Justice issues, 

· Ideas for how to campaign on these issues locally and – and making connections between issues

· Campaign skills sessions

For more information please email info@jubileedebtcampaign.org or visit www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk/events 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IMF and WORLD BANK MEETINGS

11 – 13 October

Bretton Woods Project

Both IMF and World Bank meetings will be discussing governance reform. UK NGOs working with Bretton Woods Project are expected to engage with these and also get involved in media work. If you are planning an action and want more information, please email info@brettonwoodsproject.org or visit www.brettonwoodsproject.org
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION

15 October

Christian Aid

Christian Aid will be keeping up the pressure on the UK government on climate change with a stunt in central London calling for a strong Climate Bill, requiring two people from each region of the country. 

Also during this period and beyond, Christian Aid will be encouraging their supporters to take pledges on the environment including one to lobby politicians.  

For more information please contact Susie Broadley on sbroadley@christian-aid.org or visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORLD FOOD DAY

16 October

ActionAid, Oxfam and others

Oxfam will be launching a report on food prices on World Food Day, drawing attention to the global crisis and the impact it is having on the world's poorest people. 

Plans are currently in development for the activities and actions that will be taking place in the UK to support this.

ActionAid are also planning action for this period.   

For more information please contact Natalie Brook, Oxfam Economic Justice Campaigner on nbrook@oxfam.org.uk 
Get in touch with NGOs or networks for their latest campaign postcards at this time, and make them part of your action. You might ask for a speaker as well. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INTRODUCTION TO ADVOCACY WORKSHOP

16 October

BOND 

One day training session covering the basics of effective campaigning. 
Please email learn@bond.org.uk for more information or visit http://www.bond.org.uk/lte/index.htm 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHILD POVERTY DAY

17 October 

ActionAid

Action Aid will be marking Child Poverty Day by encouraging people to bring a packed lunch and give the saved money to them on 17 October.

For more information, please visit www.childpovertyday.org 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STAND UP AND TAKE ACTION AGAINST POVERTY AND INEQUALITY

17 October – 19 October

Last year, 43.7 million people in 127 countries took a stand against poverty, and broke the world record for the most number of people to stand up against poverty on one day. This year, the “Take Action” component has been added and participants will be invited to take further action against poverty.

In the UK this will include a local action agenda, making public support visible for politicians to act on our demands. Local events are planned in most UK cities, including an action in Parliament Square in London. Many faith-based gatherings will have sermon themes of world poverty, and many offices and schools will take a moment on Friday 17 to make sure their stand against poverty is counted.  
Stand Up and Take Action against Poverty and Inequality will take place over 3 days, Friday October 17 to Sunday October 19. The “counting” period will be at any time over those 3 days, local time in that country. Register your event and upload numbers directly to the Stand Up and Take Action website at www.standagainstpoverty.org . 
For more information please contact Tim Gee, BOND Campaigns and Communications Officer on tgee@bond.org.uk or download the UK toolkit from http://www.bond.org.uk/campaign/gcap2008.
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MICAH SUNDAY 

19 October 2008

Micah Challenge

On 19 October, UK churches will be joining with thousands of churches worldwide to stand together in prayer that the firm commitments made by world leaders on the MDGs won’t become broken promises. Micah Challenge can provide resources from sermon themes and creative prayer and worship ideas through to practical ways to engage with the issues. 
For more information please visit www.micahchallenge.org.uk 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
POLITICAL LAUNCH OF EUROPEAN ELECTIONS CAMPAIGN

20 October

BOND secretariat, BOND members and partner networks.

The next European Parliament elections will be the largest transnational vote in history. The EU has massive influence over climate and development issues, especially relating to aid budgets, trade deals and environmental initiatives. Across the continent civil society coalitions are mobilising to ensure that as many champions of development are elected as possible. On 20 October, the UK will launch its national platform of this pan-European civil society campaign. 

For more information please contact Tim Gee, BOND Campaigns and Communications Officer on tgee@bond.org.uk
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STAND UP AND TAKE ACTION IDEAS
Get yourselves noticed! Standing up is an ordinary thing, but if you do it together in an unusual way, you'll definitely get people's attention. Don’t forget to use the white band, and to link this in to your anti-poverty campaign of the moment. 
Be creative about making white bands - you could use a roll of white material, rolls of wallpaper, banqueting roll, old sheets tied together, or anything else white. Alternatively you could get people to dress in white and form a white band human chain. 

If you've got prominent town steps or a public staircase, get people to gather on these for impact especially if it's a media focused event with photo opportunities. 

Arrange a walk or march around your town or city centre. Get groups of people to gather sitting down at points around your walk route - as you reach them they should stand up and join the march. You could also symbolically give them white bands, placards or other elements as they join you. Encourage other people who are sitting or standing in the town centre to "stand up" and join you. 
Instead of a "sit in", why not organise a "stand in", gathering together as many people as possible to stand together in solidarity against poverty at one time. You could do this inside or outside or you could choose somewhere unexpected to create a bit of a stir, e.g. a supermarket, a coffee shop or a local politician’s office. 

You might contact local cinemas, theatres, concerts or other audience-focused events and ask them to all stand up before the event starts, explaining why. 

You could link with comedy nights or open mic. comedy nights, and persuade them to do "stand up comedy against poverty", with an information and action stall (using existing action postcards or petitions) at the event and asking people to stand up together during the event. 
You could get local sports teams or sports stadium on board. You could ask if they could put a loud speaker announcement out to get people to all stand together before the match, or even do a Mexican stand up wave. The sports clubs could include information in the match programme and get the players involved. 

To provide additional local media interest or to generate more of a talking point, get local celebrities or influential people involved, and use any links your town has with developing countries. 

You could use any twinning links your town has with developing countries to make a link to campaigning in those countries. Involve local twinning groups in your planning.

You could work with local refugee and asylum groups if appropriate to see if any people would be willing to talk about the poverty and issues in their home countries. 

Contact an anti-poverty NGO or network, development education association or refugee and asylum group who may be able to deliver a talk on poverty and development issues.  

Encourage your local union branch or regional offices to get involved and organise their own stand up events, i.e. during union branch meetings, education workshops, etc. They might also be able to help get agreement for an organisation-wide stand up event. 

Get schools, universities, supermarkets and shopping centres on board to see if they could hold a stand up at a certain time - perhaps as part of the world record attempt. 

Get local faith groups from all faiths on board, encourage them to organise their own stand up events in their places of worship and also to get involved in any actions in your town/city centre. 

Get local newsreaders and radio presenters known for sitting down to stand up. 

Don't forget to lobby your MP or MEPs.

ON THE DAYS: HOW TO STAND UP AND TAKE ACTION
Plan the event so the STAND UP moment takes place within the official

STAND UP timeframe.

The event leader explains STAND UP and the ways people can TAKE ACTION

Everyone comes together, sits or kneels down (people with disabilities

can be counted by their presence at an event or by performing any

appropriate symbolic action)

People in the crowd then STAND UP in unison and are asked to take an

appropriate action such as signing a petition, sending a postcard or message to a

politician, taking an online action or reading an anti-poverty pledge

Ask the audience to record this STAND UP moment on digital cameras,

mobile phones or video recorders and upload them at

www.standagainstpoverty.org

The last crucial step is to count or estimate, as accurately as possible, the

number of people taking part and report it to the organizers. These figures will be

added to the total record-breaking tally.

HOW TO BE COUNTED AND WHY?

For this mobilisation to have real impact we need to be able to tell our leaders

and the world that millions are demanding poverty is eradicated and the Millennium

Development Goals are met as a political priority.

Event organisers take responsibility for pre-registering events online and

recording numbers on www.standagainstpoverty.org.

Register your Stand UP action and the numbers of people that took part at

www.standagainstpoverty.org or on the relevant national campaign website. You can

also email your submissions to Tim Gee – BOND Campaigns and Communications Officer on tgee@bond.org.uk 
MEDIA
Remember ‘Media’ doesn’t just mean the broadsheet newspapers. It means your church newsletter, local newspapers, nearby student newspapers and your organisation’s website. In winning the fight for global justice, this is equally important, if not more important than what we usually think of as ‘media’.

What to do

Send a press release

A press release is simply you alerting your local media that something is going on. 

1) You need to include 

- First line: who is doing something, what is happening, where and when 
- Second line: why it is interesting

- Third Line: A quote
- Fourth line: More information
A model press release is included overleaf. 

2) Once you have sent it to your local newspaper, call them up to check they have received it, and ask if you can have an opinion piece as well. 

3) Emphasise again what you are doing, why, and why it is interesting.

4) Try and get a direct line number – a mobile if possible, and give them yours again. Check they are sending photographers. 

5) Don’t forget to write up the report in any newsletters or publications that might allow you to, such as your local church newsletter, school newsletter, website, or a website like Indymedia.  



PRESS RELEASE/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: HAMLEY PARISHIONERS IN WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT
(Today’s date)

For Immediate release or EMBARGOED FOR 17 OCTOBER 2008. 

Photo Opportunity: Hamley residents protest against poverty outside Hamley Town Hall, 3.30pm, 17 October 2008, Westside Road, Hamley. 

Hamley residents will make their voice heard against global poverty today by ‘Standing Up Against Poverty’ outside Hamley town hall. Afterwards they will visit local MP Jonathan Pilkington to lobby him to work for more effective aid, fairer trade rules, debt cancellation and real action on climate change.   

They are amongst millions around the world who are creatively standing up and taking action against poverty and inequality on 17 October - World Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 

Hamley Vicar Paul Burgess, who will be joining the event today, said ‘Freedom from poverty is a human right. Unfortunately politicians are not yet delivering adequate measures on aid, trade, debt and climate to make those human rights a reality’. 

In 2007, 43.7 million people around the world simultaneously took action on this day – a Guinness world record. In 2008 campaigners intend to break their own record, and make their way in to the record books once again. 

ENDS-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes

1: For more information please call (Your telephone number) or email (Your email address)

2: The Stand Up and Take Action against Poverty and Inequality Guinness World Record attempt will take place over 3 days - Friday October 17 to Sunday October 19 – see www.standagainstpoverty.org.

3: The event is part of the 50 Global Days of Action Against Poverty and Inequality called by Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) – the world’s largest civil society coalition. For more information about this, please click here www.whiteband.org
4: Events will take place in more than 100 countries. 
5: The event uses the ‘white band’ - symbol of the global movement against poverty and inequality. 



TEMPLATE OPINION PIECE
For your local newspaper/Church newsletter or similar (feel free to personalise) 
50 Global Days of Action Against Poverty and Inequality

On 17 -19 October 2008, millions of people all over the world are simultaneously standing up against poverty and inequality to demand action not words on poverty, and the necessary measures to meet the Millennium Development Goals.    
It is now three years since the Make Poverty History campaign hit the streets of the UK. We had three main demands: more and better aid, debt cancellation and trade justice. Encouraging promises were made by the Gleneagles G8 Summit. Even partially implemented, these changed and saved lives. Yet so much went un-said, and yet more goes un-done. As a result, campaigning against poverty goes on. 

More and better Aid

In 2005, the G8 promised more aid. This led to notable achievements. Yet almost all countries are far off the un-ambitious 0.7% target. In fact, aid from the richest countries (including the UK) actually fell last year. Across Europe, governments inflate aid figures by including commercial debt cancellation, refugee costs and international student education in their calculations. As a result, the world is not on target to reach the Millennium Development Goals. 
There are also too-frequent instances of official development assistance being used for the ends of the supplier. For example, World Development Movement has revealed that British aid money has been paid to PriceWaterhouseCooper to act as ‘consultants’ to Sierra Leone to implement disastrous water privatisation.  A 2007 report from student NGO People and Planet notes that British aid is being used to finance yet more oil extraction, despite the recognised social and environmental costs. 

Debt cancellation

There is no doubt that the partial debt cancellation has done some good – Zambia for example is now able to provide universal free healthcare and Tanzania has increased its education spending. However, only 20% of poor countries’ un-payable debt has been cancelled. Even then, this has been only after changing economic policies at the behest of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank. Many of these changes were disastrous.  For example Tanzania was forced to privatise water (to a British company – Bi-water) which led to a worse service and higher prices.  

Trade Justice

As has been shown above, developing countries have often not been allowed to decide their own economic policies. Nor has any change been made to the unbalanced architecture of the international financial institutions. At the International Monetary Fund, rich countries continue to command two thirds of voting power despite only contributing to a quarter of its income (the rest comes from debt repayments). At the World Bank the illegitimate ‘one dollar one vote’ system continues. Thanks to a committed civil society campaign, the Department for International Development did temporarily withhold payments to the World Bank in protest at destructive conditionalities. However payments have now increased to a higher level than before. 

Any hope that the Doha round of trade talks might culminate in a pro-poor outcome has long evaporated. The rich countries continued to advocate poor countries drastically reducing tariffs in return for very small cuts in European and American agricultural subsidies. 

In the EU, Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson is currently overseeing the implementation of ‘Economic Partnership Agreements’ (EPAs). These are unfair bi-lateral trade deals being pushed by Europe on its former colonies. These force poor countries to lift tariffs by 80 – 90%. This both opens countries to floods of imports, causing mass unemployment, and removes a large chunk of the money available for health, education and infrastructure. With the European election on the horizon, it is vital that we find out our MEPs’ views on these unfair deals, and vote accordingly in 2009. 

Climate Change

Climate change is already causing extreme suffering amongst the world’s poorest people as the impacts of recent hurricanes, droughts, floods and rising food costs demonstrate. World leaders have been striving to emphasise their concern about climate change but this is backed up by little meaningful policy change. 
The UK Climate Change Bill is a step forward but it is not strong enough to tackle the UK’s contribution to the problem in its current form. The UN talks on climate change are crucial to agreeing a new global climate deal by the end of 2009 to follow the Kyoto Protocol targets which end in 2012. This deal must include deep cuts in emissions and finance to help poor communities adapt to their changing environment. 
Action is needed to call world leaders to convert concern about climate change into changes in policy and a meaningful global climate deal that benefits the poor who are suffering the most from climate change. 
Stand Up and Take Action Against Poverty and Inequality
(Your local group’s) act today puts them amongst millions around the world Standing Up and Taking Action Against Poverty and Inequality, to bring attention to these crucial issues, and demand that politicians match their words with action, and implement the appropriate policies to make poverty history. 

ARTICLE FROM THE BOND NETWORKER
50 Global Days of Action Against Poverty and Inequality
Tim Gee, BOND Campaigns Communications Officer. First published in BOND Networker, August 2008
Campaigners in the UK are getting ready to play their part in a 50-day-long global mobilisation against poverty and inequality, which runs between 1 September and 20 October 2008.  

The 50 Global Days of Action was called by the Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) – the world’s largest alliance of NGOs, trade unions and other civil society organisations working against poverty across more than 100 national coalitions. 

Show of strength

UK campaigners have been enthusiastic participants in GCAP mobilisations since GCAP was launched in 2005. UK citizens have taken to the streets of Edinburgh for the Make Poverty History demonstration and marched on the Treasury to demand that they stop funding poverty by giving so much to the World Bank. 

Last year, UK citizens showed their strength in London with The World Can’t Wait event, and played our part in the global Stand Up Against Poverty initiative, which broke the world record for the most people ‘standing up’ against poverty.  

The wide range of events taking place in September and October should give even more people a chance to take action.

Why now?

GCAP actions are designed to hit at key times, around international events that offer a real chance to tackle the causes and effects of poverty and inequality. 

The mobilisation will be launched on 1 September, the day before the High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness opens in Accra, Ghana and NGOs will be there to scrutinise discussions, encourage progress and highlight deficiencies. September also sees the UN High Level Conference on the Millennium Development Goals, taking place in New York on 25 September, where NGOs will push politicians to live up to their promises. 

A key opportunity for grassroots public action comes on 23 September, when the Trade Justice Movement is encouraging UK citizens to lobby their MEPs about the EU’s latest unfair trade deals. Then on the World Day for Decent Work, the TUC will be hosting a major activist conference in London highlighting issues around the protection of workers’ rights internationally.  

Public political activity will intensify in mid-October, with a cluster of events including an activist conference in London (11 October), a climate change action (15 October) and actions on World Food Day (16 October). 

On 17-19 October, people all over the world will Stand Up and Take Action against Poverty and Inequality – UK campaigners among them. We aim to break the world record by beating last year’s tally of 43.5 million. Plans are in the pipeline already with speakers and local notables booked to take part. 

Also within this period, ActionAid will be marking Child Poverty Day with a fundraising campaign to encourage pupils to bring a packed lunch and donate the money saved; Jubilee Debt Campaign will host a conference for grassroots campaigners, and many churches will be marking ‘Micah Sunday’ in response to the Biblical call to act justly. 

   

What’s next?

After the 50 Global Days of Action Against Poverty and Inequality, the next collective campaign will begin. This time, European Parliamentary elections are the focus.

Because of its influence over climate initiatives, European aid budgets and trade deals, the next European Parliament will make a considerable difference to the lives and livelihoods of people living in the developing world. Many NGOs will be banding together to campaign around the European Parliament elections. The political launch will take place on 20 October.

Get involved

 

There are a great many events and activities planned for the 50 Global Days of Action – but there’s always room for more. 

If your organisation is planning something for the period 1 September-20 October, could it be part of the 50 Global Days of Action Against Poverty and Inequality?  And if you are planning an event for the weekend of 17-19 October, could you include a Stand Up and Take Action element, and help boost numbers?  BOND will produce a toolkit that members can adapt for supporters who wish to take part in the mobilisation.  

Our partners in the global South are calling out for solidarity. This is our chance.  







