CSOs successfully join forces for better aid
The last issue of The Networker looked at opportunities and challenges at the High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, which took place in September in Accra, Ghana. Now, with the Forum over and with ministers having agreed the Accra Agenda for Action, it is time to take stock of the outcomes and achievements for international civil society.  

Expectations for the Forum were high. The “Accra Agenda for Action” always needed to go beyond the 2005 Paris Declaration and include stronger commitments to make aid more effective for the poor. International civil society and Southern governments alike demanded progress in critical areas such as the wide spread use of harmful policy conditionalities by donors, the continued tying of aid to national services and products and greater transparency and accountability in aid processes.  
Collective advocacy for strong outcomes

Ahead of the High Level Forum, the UK Aid Network arranged several discussions with DFID officials demanding that the UK government takes a progressive role in the negotiations. Secretary of State Douglas Alexander also met with senior NGO representatives and took with him strong demands for reform. 
In Accra, intense pressure continued. Nick Roseveare, BOND Chief Executive, joined forces with other European representatives and international partners at the CSO Parallel Forum on Aid Effectiveness to stress the need for immediate action and to get engaged with donor country representatives to lobby for meaningful outcomes. 

These concerted efforts by international civil society did pay off in the end. Last minute interventions by European governments, and Douglas Alexander in particular, delivered agreement on some reforms, even though major donors such as the US and Japan seemed determined to prevent any new and progressive commitments. 
Even though the negotiations in Accra did not result in progress on many areas, the Accra Agenda for Action recognises that reforming the aid relationship is much more a political issue than a technical one. Political will and engagement is needed to shift current inequitable and unjust aid policy and practice. Civil society has a key role to play in pressuring decision-makers to change this system. In Accra, first steps in the right direction were taken when civil society had a much stronger impact on the outcomes than during the 2005 negotiations for the Paris Declaration due to joint key messages and collective advocacy facilitated by the International CSO Steering Group. 
Meaningful agreements were reached
Ministers in Accra agreed to improve the predictability of aid and provide timely information on long-term aid flows and funding cycles. Southern and donor governments will together strengthen country systems and aid will be channelled mainly through national and local mechanisms. Processes for mutual accountability will be promoted on international and national level. The Accra Agenda for Action also commits to mutually agree and limit the use of conditions attached to aid flows. 

More and improved transparency demanded by Southern governments and international civil society was one of the major issues addressed. The international civil society transparency campaign, Publish What You Fund, was launched at the CSO Parallel Forum calling for all funders of aid money to sign up to the campaign principles.  The UK government, together with the Netherlands, also launched the International Aid Transparency Initiative which aims to develop international standards for transparent and accountable aid.
Implementation is now the key

The UK government has been a progressive and committed actor in the negotiations in Accra not the least due to continued pressure by UK NGOs and the UK Aid Network. BOND, together with the UK Aid Network, will now keep up the pressure and demand that the UK government demonstrates political leadership and turns these commitments into reality for delivering better quality aid. We need to ensure that the outcomes of Accra are reflected in the discussions at the UN MDG Summit in New York and the Financing for Development meeting in Doha at the end of November.
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For more information, please visit the BOND website: www.bond.org.uk/policy/aideffectiveness
For more information about the Publish What You Fund campaign: www.publishwhatyoufund.org
‘Civil society influencing ensured that the UK was a progressive voice in the negotiations. As a result, in Accra donors committed to transfer more ownership to the countries that receive aid’, stressed Nick Roseveare after the negotiations.
