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	06 MARCH 2009
EU MONITORING NEWSLETTER

EU Monitoring is the new weekly e-newsletter exclusive to CONCORD Members, monitoring the latest news and events from the EU Institutions, and calls for proposals for development NGOs.

This information is a made of copy/paste articles found on the European Union’s websites.

It does not represent CONCORD point of view.  Click on the titles for more information.
CALLS FOR PROPOSALS – EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES (Enlargement/Neighbourhood – Humanitarian/Aid – Food, Trade & Agriculture – Cotonou/Doha/ACP – Lisbon Treaty - Human Rights – Climate Change – EP Elections 2009 – External Relations – Gender – UN Millennium Development Goals – Miscellaneous) – EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS – VACANCIES 



CALLS FOR PROPOSALS OPENED TO NGOs 

See also the “Call for proposals” section on CONCORD Extranet that compiles them all.

THEMATIC CALLS
European fund for the integration of third country nationals 2007-2013
Deadlines for submission: 9 March 2009
This call is launched under the Fund for Integration for third-country nationals that supports the efforts made by the Member States in enabling third-country nationals of different economic, social, cultural, religious, linguistic and ethnic backgrounds to fulfil the conditions of residence and to facilitate their integration into European societies.

Documents: English
Sustainability of Human Rights and Accountability Watchdog NGOs in the European Union
Deadlines for submission: 10 March 2009
This call is launched by the Human Rights and Governance Grants Program of the SOROS foundation to act for watchdog NGOs.
More information: English
EIDHR - Actions Supporting Human Rights and Democracy Issues
Deadlines for submission: 13 March 2009
This called is launched under the EU Guidelines on Children and Armed Conflict and for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child
Documents: English
Transnational Programme for European Territorial Cooperation MED
Deadlines for submission: 13 March 2009
The MED Programme funds cooperation transnational projects. This call for proposals 2009 is opened to the priority axes of the programme in the whole: innovation, environment, accessibility, sustainable urban development.
Documents: French
European refugee fund 2008-2013 - Community actions

Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call for proposals aims at providing financial support to actions which contribute to the realisation of the European refugee fund's objectives.
Documents: English
Investing in People - gender equality
Deadline for submission: 7 April 2009
This call, launched by the European Commission, aims at supporting non-State actors in their efforts to fight adult female illiteracy and promoting women's property ownership
Documents: English/Spanish/French/Portuguese 
European citizenship and sustainable development

Deadline for submission: 15 April 2009
This call is launched by the Fondation de France and brings supports to an initiative addressing sustainable development.
Documents: French
Fundamental rights and citizenship - Specific transnational projects
Deadline for submission: 22 April 2009
This call is launched under the Fundamental rights and citizenship programme to enhance transnational projects.
Documents: English
DAPHNE III Transnational projects (action grants)
Deadline for submission: 22 April 2009
New DAPHNE Call 2008-1 to prevent and combat violence against children, young people and women to protect victims and groups at risk

Documents: English
TEN - E projects of common interest in the field of trans-European energy networks
Deadline for submission: 24 April 2009
The Commission is launching a call for proposals aiming to implement projects of common interest relating to trans-European energy networks

Documents: English
GEOGRAPHIC CALLS
URUGUAY - EIDHR

Deadline for submission: 9 March 2009

This call is launched by the European Commission Delegation to Uruguay under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

Reference: EuropeAid/127929/L/ACT/UY Documents: Spanish – Delegation website – Information+
Mozambique - Support programme for non state actors
Deadlines for submission: 9 March 2009
This call is launched under the European Fund for Development for reducing poverty in Mozambique.

Reference: EuropeAid/127947/M/ACT/MZ Documents: English
Burma/Myanmar - Non-State Actors in Development - Action in Partner Countries
Deadlines for submission: 9 March 2009
This call is launched under the Non State Actors in Development Programme, focusing on the actions for NAS involvement in Burma/Myanmar under the Action in Partner countries part.
Documents: English
Israël - EIDHR 

Deadline for submission: 11 March 2009

This call participates to the objectives of the EIDHR Programme Country based support scheme, for the reinforcement of the civil society in Israël.
Documents: English
VENEZUELA - EIDHR 

Deadline for submission: 12 March 2009

The European Commission Delegation to Venezuela launches a call financed under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

Reference: EuropeAid/127935/L/ACT/VE Documents: Spanish – Delegation website – Information+
Thailand - Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Action in Partner Countries 
Deadline for submission: 13 March 2009

This call is launched under the Non State Actors in Development Programme, focusing on the actions for NAS involvement in Thailand under the Action in Partner countries part.
Documents: English


Cambodia - Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Action in Partner Countries 
Deadline for submission: 16 March 2009

This call aims to facilitate NSAs’ and LAs’ contribution to poverty alleviation in the context of sustainable development, launched under the NSA and LA programme.
Documents: English
PHILIPPINES - DCI - Dialogue on Governance - Strategic Projects Facility (SPF2) 

Deadline for submission: 16 March 2009

This call is launched under the EU-Philippines Small Projects Facility, which is financed by the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI).

Reference: EuropeAid/126814/L/ACT/PH Documents: English – Delegation website – Information+
Ivory Coast - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country 
Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call finances development actions to set up by NSAs and LAs that aim at promoting the instauration of an integrated and autonomous society in Ivory Coast.

Documents: French
Sri Lanka - Housing support to long term conflict affected IDPs 
Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call contributes to help people affected by the conflict in Sri Lanka under the "Aid to uprooted people" programme

Documents: English
Afghanistan - Non States Actors in Development 
Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call aims at supporting operations aiming at promoting an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries under the NSA in development programme.
Documents: English
Guinea – Initiative fund of rural organisations 
Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call is launched under the "Support Programme to the National confederation of Guinean rural Organisations"
Documents: French
Peru - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country

Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call finances development actions to set up by NSAs and LAs that aim at promoting the instauration of an integrated and autonomous society in Peru.
Documents: Spanish
Brazil - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country

Deadline for submission: 30 March 2009

Local call to support civil society organisations in Brazil.

Documents: English
Sudan - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development



             Deadline for submission: 31 March 2009 
This call is launched under the Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development Programme in Sudan and aims at reducing poverty in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 






              

Reference: EuropeAid/127-749/L/ACT/SD Documents: English
EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES


Enlargement / Neighbourhood

European Commission

Doubt hangs over accession negotiation meeting scheduled for 27 March - Olli Rehn remains “confident”
The dispute on delineation of the maritime and land borders between Slovenia and Croatia continues to block Croatia's talks on membership to the Union, seriously casting doubt on Zagreb's objective (backed by the Commission) to close talks by the end of this year. The border dispute had already upset last December's meeting (negotiators were only able to cover four chapters - three closures and one opening - while several other dossiers were technically ready), but it is not even certain that the next membership conference scheduled for 27 March will be able to take place.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union

Positive assessment five years after largest wave of EU enlargement
The conference, in Prague on Monday 2 March, organised by the Czech Presidency in collaboration with the European Commission on “EU Enlargement, 5 years on” allowed an initial assessment to be made of the consequences of moving up to a 25-member EU in 2004, then to 27 members in 2007. The aim was to assess the effects of enlargement on economic and social developments in the older and new EU member states. Three points in particular were noted and studied: micro-financial stability, the EU internal market and worker mobility in the EU. According to Eurostat, exports from the EU15 to the 10 new member states grew from €121.17 billion to €268.93 billion in 2008. This “definitely positive contribution of enlargement to the single market is the main argument for further enlargement,” said Czech Deputy Prime Minister with responsibility for European Affairs Alexandr Vondra, before hailing, along with European Economic and Monetary Affairs Commissioner Joaquin Almunia, “a win-win situation for both new and old member states”. At the request of the Czech Presidency, the Commission prepared a study on the economic benefits and disadvantages linked to the 2004 and 2007 enlargements. According to this report, enlargement has made a definite contribution to the growth of the old member states' economies (on average 0.5% of gross domestic product) and those of the new member states (whose GDP increased by an average of 1.75% per year). At the press conference, Vondra joked about “the fears over the Polish plumber, who clearly did not invade Western Europe”. Studies on the movement of labour even demonstrate that in all member states, with the exceptions of Ireland and Luxembourg, the number of immigrants from outside the EU remains higher than from those from the other member states.

Other
Turkey is expected to modify its constitution if it wants to join the EU one day, it was pointed out by Egemen Bagis, Turkey's new chief negotiator for membership talks. “With its current constitution, Turkey cannot be a member of the EU. I hope we will amend the constitution with the support of opposition parties after local elections are held”, he asserted. These elections are scheduled for 29 March, Mr Bagis said during a conference on the EU in Istanbul on 4 March.

Humanitarian/ Aid

European Commission

Commission plans to make €247 million in emergency humanitarian aid available in 2009 for 12 African countries
As humanitarian and development agencies are becoming alarmed about the consequences that an over-cautious withholding of official development aid on the part of the G8 and the G20 could have on the poorest countries, the European Commission pointed out on Thursday 5 March that it, at least, will be continuing to assist populations in distress, especially in Africa, a continent which mobilises over half of the Commission's emergency aid budget.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union

Union offers €436 million for rebuilding Gaza out of total $4.5 billion in donations from international community
The Czech foreign minister and president-in-office of the EU, Karel Schwarzenberg, EU Foreign Policy Chief Javier Solana and European External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner took part in the international conference on the reconstruction of Gaza in Sharm-el-Sheikh, Egypt, on 2 March.

The EU has announced €436 million in aid, the US $900 million and the Gulf Cooperation Countries (GCC) have decided to create a specific fund of $1.6 million. Palestinians are counting on $2.8 billion. The result “exceeds our expectations” said Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Egypt's Foreign Minister. Italy has suggested a “Marshall Plan” for Palestine and is offering €100 million. Germany is proposing €150 million, France €25 million and the UK $45 million. The Palestinian Authority is responsible for aid management. Several heads of state and representatives of international organisations, in particular the UN and the Arab League, have underlined the link between reconstruction and the need to take the peace process forward. Lifting the Gaza blockade and inter-Palestinian reconciliation are among the conditions set for ensuring international aid. A meeting of the Quartet was held on the sidelines of the summit to discuss conditions for putting the peace process back on track.
Food, Trade and Agriculture

European Commission

Large majority votes against forcing Austria and Hungary to lift bans on two GMO crops
Another snub has been given to the European Commission in its attempts to force Austria and Hungary to repeal their safeguard measures provisionally banning the cultivation of genetically modified maize which has been legally authorised in the European Union, following favourable opinions from the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
European Parliament

Call for general ban on trade in seal products in EU, with exception for Inuits
In Brussels on Monday 2 March, the internal market and consumer protection committee of the European Parliament came out in favour of a virtually total ban on the trade in seal products in the EU, whether skin, fur, meat, blubber, going against the opinion of rapporteur Diana Wallis (ALDE, UK). As an alternative to a general ban, Wallis suggested labelling, guaranteeing consumers that the products being bought came from seals which had been killed as humanely as possible.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union
Antidumping and anti-subsidy duties on imports of American B99 biofuel
Prey to new trade friction since the beginning of the year, transatlantic relations could become even more tense after the Council's clearance on Tuesday 3 March of antidumping and anti-subsidy duties against American exports of B99 biofuel. Member state trade experts have in fact approved a proposal along these lines from the European Commission which concludes, after an investigation launched in June 2008 on the basis of a complaint filed by European biofuel producers meeting under the banner of the European Biodiesel Board (EBB), that the American B99 enjoys a series of subsidies in the United States in the form of federal tax and excise credit, a federal programme to support development of the sector and various aids from states that give the competitive edge to American producers. According to the terms of the Commission's proposal, the Union will impose on American exports of B99 antidumping duties of 2-19 euro per 100 kg and anti-subsidy duties from 23 to 26 euro per 100 kg. These measures will be provisionally implemented for a six month period at most, one month after the decision, after which it will be up to the Commission to suggest that member states establish definitive measures for five years. The stakes of this decision are important as the biodiesel represents up to 80% of total EU biofuel production. Biofuels have become an important element of the European strategy to reduce CO2 emissions and diversify energy sources. Most biodiesel imports into Europe come from the United States, and are up from 7,000 in 2005 to nearly one million tonnes last year.

Cotonou / Doha / ACP 

European Parliament

Development must not pay the price for the crisis
Development must not pay the price for the global financial and economic crisis. Parliamentarians from four continents endeavored to listen to the voice of the poor at the 16th session of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly at Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea (from 24 to 28 November 2008). As global leaders move to respond to the financial crisis and with the spectrum of recession looming, MEPs and parliamentarians from the countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP) highlighted the importance of the food crisis and the need to maintain development commitments.

http://www.acp-eucourier.info/Development-must-not-pay.570.0.html
WTO

Pascal Lamy hopes to finalise agreement this summer
On visit to Canberra, WTO Director General Pascal Lamy told the press, on Tuesday 3 March, of his wish to finalise an agreement to seal the Doha Round during a ministerial meeting this summer.

Doha talks, that have been in impasse since the stalled talks of July 2008, and which are continuing at technical level in Geneva, can only resume at political level once the new US administration has decided on the broad lines of its trade policy and India has organised parliamentary elections for April/May, Mr Lamy explained, confirming that the G20 summit in London on 2 April could set conditions for resuming discussions. The latter are blocked because of persisting disagreement over the special safeguard mechanism for developing countries regarding agriculture and sectoral agreements in the chapter on industrial goods.

The next few weeks could be decisive for the Round, with a long awaited visit in March by Trade Commissioner Catherine Ashton to Washington for talks with the Obama administration and its new trade representative, Ron Kirk, whose nomination should be confirmed by the Senate next week.

On the European side, the EU27 heads of state and government undertook on 1 March to do everything possible to reach consensus on arrangements for concluding the Round as soon as possible, and American President Barack Obama admitted, on 2 March, that a multilateral round would be a “major contribution” to solving the global economic crisis. He underlined, however, the need to correct imbalances in the talks underway in favour of American workers, business and farmers.
Other
ASEAN committed to concluding round

At the end of their summit in Hua Hin on Sunday 1 March, leaders from the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN): Brunei, Burma/Myanmar, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam reaffirmed their commitment to concluding the Doha Round. This affirmation comes before the most economically powerful countries in the world are expected to reaffirm their commitment against protectionism at the G20 summit in London on 2 April. In a joint declaration, they urge WTO members, particularly the major economic powers, to make a prompt commitment in this sense, as well as flexibility, in order to reach a swift conclusion to the multilateral talks that have been bogged down since July 2008, thereby restoring confidence and helping world economic recovery. ASEAN leaders are also proposing that the progress already made in 2008 is maintained in the areas of agricultural and industrial products, so that they can focus on questions still pending.
Lisbon Treaty

European Commission

Nicolas Sarkozy wants to postpone appointment of next president of Commission until after new Irish vote on Lisbon Treaty - José Manuel Barroso opposed
The timetable for the appointment of the next president of the European Commission remains increasingly uncertain. The Czech Presidency of the EU, as we are aware, would like to reach a political agreement on the name of a successor to José Manuel Barroso at the June European Council. This follows the procedure included in the Treaty of Nice, currently in force, whereby a decision is taken by heads of state and government at qualified majority and then approved by a simple majority at the European Parliament. The EP, on the other hand, wants the European Council to delay this decision by at least a few weeks so that it can consult the presidents of the EP's political groups (which will be elected on 7 June) about a potential head of Commission. Jean-Luc Dehaene, the EP's rapporteur on this question says that the “spirit” of the Lisbon Treaty bestows greater power on MEPs when choosing the Commission president and also stipulates that this appointment respects the results of the European elections.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union

The presidents of the national parliaments in the 27 member states met in Paris on 27-28 February, where they agreed to step up cooperation between their assemblies on the control of subsidiarity and proportionality in European legislative acts. Once they have an adequate number of parliaments or assemblies that point out the difficulties involving respect for the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality contained even in a Commission proposal, they intend to send a joint letter to the latter. The president of the French national assembly, Bernard Accoyer, who hosted the meeting, called for early implementation of the Lisbon Treaty provisions, which grant new powers to national parliaments. He asked: “If elements for strengthening the link between the EU and its peoples exist, and if some of the provisions can be applied now voluntarily, why wait?” Miloslav Vlcek, the president of the Chamber of Czech deputies, the country currently presiding over the EU, said they had to take early action so they are prepared even before the Lisbon Treaty is adopted.
Human Rights
European Parliament

Appeal by Romanian and Italian EESC members concerning situation of Romanian citizens in Italy
On the occasion of the plenary session of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) on Thursday 26 February in Brussels under the chairmanship of Mario Sepi, Romanian and Italian members of the Committee called on the European institutions and on the Romanian and Italian authorities concerning the situation of Romanian citizens in Italy.

The signatories of the appeal call on the national public authorities in Romania and Italy, as well as the European Commission: (1) to help overcome this critical situation through sincere and cooperative action in the spirit of true dialogue and communication and in full respect of European rules and practices; and (2) to insist on guaranteeing the supremacy of the rule of law and the presumption of innocence until guilt is proven under the responsibilities of each state's bodies and authorities. They also ask the European Union institutions to demonstrate that, even during this economic crisis, they can ensure the working framework of European legislation.
Climate Change
European Parliament

European Parliament and climate change
Climate change is something that needs to be addressed by everybody, including public institutions. It's a well-known adage that actions speak louder than words, which is the reason the European Parliament is planning to cut its CO2 emissions 30% by 2020.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/064-50230-068-03-11-911-20090223STO50159-2009-09-03-2009/default_en.htm
Council of the European Union

Support for comparability criteria for climate action by industrialised countries - Options must remain open to help poor countries
EU27 environment ministers meeting under the chairmanship of Czech Deputy Prime Minister and Environment Minister Martin Bursik sought on Monday 2 March in Brussels to do the spadework for reaching an EU negotiating position in favour of a global climate agreement to be sealed in Copenhagen in December 2009. Two major themes resulted from the first exchange of views held before discussion with Michael Zammit Cutahjar, who represented the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and before finalising conclusions.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Negotiating position is sketched out for global climate agreement but EU27 kick financing into long grass

It will have taken endless hours of discussion and all the stubbornness that could be mustered by Martin Bursík, Czech Environment Minister who chaired the 2 March Environment Council, to bring about the adoption of conclusions on the position that the EU should defend in UN climate talks. The aim of the talks is to reach an ambitious comprehensive agreement on climate protection after 2012, by the Copenhagen meeting in December 2009. The conclusions, which are part of the Environment Council's contribution to the European Council on 19 and 20 March, have already received the backing of all delegations except that of Poland. The latter was unable to agree to the paragraph on financing required to help developing countries - which are the most heavily hit by global warming although they are not responsible for it - to adjust to climate changes. Stanislav Gawlowski, Polish Secretary of State, explained to his colleagues that he had not received a negotiating brief from his government on anything in this respect. Attempts by Martin Bursík to enter into telephone contact with Polish Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek were in vain. It will therefore be up to the European Council to settle the question at the highest level - to the great disappointment of the European environmental and development NGOs.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
EP Elections 2009

European Parliament

French MEP Pierre Pribetich (PES) has expressed his disquiet at what he sees as the cynical way French Socialist Party candidates have been allocated to the lists for the forthcoming European elections. Pribetich, who has been an MEP since July 2007 has spoken of a “purge” of outgoing Socialist elected representatives, 20 out of 31 of whom have been placed in positions from which they are unlikely to be re-elected. He says that the work done by his 20 colleagues has been deemed “useless because it doesn't fit in with the tendencies that have come out of a congress among political friends”. He was sharply critical of short-term political allies being “parachuted” into a good place on the lists. Pribetich, an elected representative in Dijon, and an ally of Pierre Moscovici, has refused to appear in 6th position on the Socialists' East constituency list, when those place 2nd and 4th have no local connections.
The new “EUROPE of VALUES” political party will see the light of day at a press conference in Woluwe Saint Lambert on Wednesday 4 March, ahead of the European election in June of this year. The new party will seek to strengthen the values of justice and freedom and will promote a European Union that is more integrated, dynamic and supportive. In its programme, the party seeks to improve the quality of life of European citizens. To achieve this end, the main priorities are equal opportunities and respect for the human being, resources and environmental and climatic balance. Myrianne Coen, a Doctor from the Sorbonne in Paris, is its first candidate and Colonel Bertrand Hayez, a civil engineer and former Deputy Military Representative of Belgium to the Military Committee of the European Union, is the first substitute candidate.

ProEuropa 2009 aims to promote youth participation

ProEuropa 2009 met at the European Parliament on Monday 2 March to promote the participation of young European candidates on electoral lists and launch its Brussels satellite. Only 10% of MEPs are under the age of 40, according to Alexander Alvaro (Germany, ALDE). Until now, ProEuropa has only existed in Paris where the association, sponsored by Jean-Louis Bourlange, former EPP-ED MEP, was set up on 28 January 2009. The association already has a membership of 200.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Fianna Fáil likely to join ALDE group in European Parliament after June elections

Fianna Fáil, the party of Irish Prime Minister Brian Cowen, intends to join the European Liberal, Democrat and Reform Party (ELDR). Consequently, Fianna Fáil MEPs, currently members of the Union for a Europe of Nations (UEN) group, are likely to join the Liberal group (ALDE) after the European elections in June. “We will soon advance a proposal to join, for the first time, a pan-European party, the ELDR. Following June's election, should everything progress as expected, we will then consider joining the parliamentary group ALDE in the EP,” Cowen announced at his party's congress in Ireland last week. Fianna Fáil currently has four MEPs in the UEN: Brian Crowley (deputy leader of the group), Liam Aylward, Eoin Ryan and Sean O Neachtain. The Irish Times quotes a source with in Fianna Fáil who says that the change was driven by the desire to leave the UEN, which has become too disparate and Eurosceptical (it is also home to MEPs from Lega Nord, the Italian extreme right, and the ultra-conservative League of Polish Families. “The Liberals are a much better match for Fianna Fáil than the UEN. We are a pro-European centrist party while the UEN has a mix of opinions on various topics,” the source is quoted as saying. ALDE group leader Graham Watson welcomed the announcement of the arrival of the Irish party. “I am certain that any application from Fianna Fáil to join the Liberals and Democrats will be well received. Fianna Fáil MEPs would have no difficulty integrating into our group after the forthcoming European elections,” he said.

During a debate organised by the European Parliament women's rights committee on Thursday 5 March, European and national MPs highlighted the importance of having more women in institutions. On the International Women's Day, speakers stressed the importance for democracy of greater parity and the role that political parties could play in this. Differences were apparent, however, on how to achieve the end (fines, quotas, etc). “Women represent on average 25% of elected representatives in national parliaments, and 31¨% in the European Parliament. Only 11% of the Boards of major companies are women,” lamented the chairwoman of the Parliamentary committee Anna Záborská (EPP-ED, Slovakia), noting that there still was discrimination and violence against women and the wage gap was widening.

External relations 
Council of the European Union

Special summit with Barack Obama on 5 April in Prague
The Czech prime minister and current president of the European Council, Mirek Topolánek, confirmed that on 5 April US president Barack Obama will meet the 27 heads of state and government from the European Union at a special summit. Czech diplomats explained on Monday that the agenda for this special meeting has not yet been definitively set out but did explain that the future of transatlantic relations, the economic and financial crisis, as well as international questions (the Middle East, Afghanistan etc) are expected to have pride of place. The Prague visit will close Mr Obama's first European visit. He will first of all attend the G20 summit in London on 2 April, followed by the 60th anniversary NATO summit on 3-4 April in Strasbourg, Baden Baden and Kehl. The special meeting in Prague will not replace the customary EU-US summit June summit in Washington (the EU will be represented by Messrs Topolánek, Barroso and Solana), explain Czech diplomats. On Tuesday 3 March at the White House, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown will be the first European leader to meet the new US president.

EU troika to meet Hilary Clinton

Hillary Clinton, the US Secretary of State, was in Brussels on 4-6 March for important EU and NATO meetings. On Wednesday evening she was expected to take part in the “trans-Atlantic dinner” with foreign affairs ministers from European NATO member states (the Finish, Swedish and Swiss will also take part in this informal meeting). In the morning of Thursday 5 March, she would take part in her first ministerial NATO meeting for preparing the summit at the beginning of April. In the afternoon, she would have a meeting with the president of the Commission, José Manuel Barroso and the Commissioner for external relations, Benita Ferrero-Waldner.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Gender 

European Commission
Vladimir Spidla affirms that gender should not be crisis adjustment variable

On Tuesday 3 March in Brussels, the European commissioner for social affairs, employment and equal opportunities, Vladimir Spidla, launched a campaign for tackling the gender pay gap. Mr Spidla informed the press that the campaign aims to raise awareness of governments, social partners and the public so they can rectify this widespread “cultural problem”. The commissioner affirmed that “the current crisis is the best way to exploit the Union's capability to take action”. This is the time when we should be proactive, being a woman should not be a crisis adjustment variable”. The commissioner added that the role of social partners is very important in raising public awareness about these inequalities. Mr Spidla announced that this month the Commission would be publishing a study of all European and national texts on the subject. He also said that a technical seminar would take place on 19 March in Brussels on the subject of European law on equal pay.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
European Parliament

Eva-Britt Svensson continues to fight violence against women
The written declaration on violence against women which was tabled on 17 November 2008 by Eva-Britt Svensson (GUE/NGL, Sweden) in line with article 116 of the EP regulation, and which expires on 12 March 2009, has so far received nearly 250 signatures. Ms Svensson must now bring together a majority of MEPs in order for her declaration to become an official position of the European Parliament. That will mean that position can be transmitted to the other European institutions and national governments, states the committee on women's rights and equal opportunities of the European Parliament, in a press release.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
It is expected that, in Strasbourg on Thursday 12 March, the European Parliament will once again “roundly” condemn female genital mutilation (FGM). It is likely once again to call on the Commission and member states to draw up an “overall strategy and action plans” to get rid of FGM in the EU and provide the means required - laws and administrative provisions, prevention systems, educational and social measures - to enable victims to be properly protected. On 12 March, the EP will vote on the report by Cristiana Muscardini (UEN, Italy) on genital mutilation. Every year, 180,000 women who have immigrated to Europe are victims or potential victims of this practice.
UN Millennium Development Goals
European Commission

Zambia is first African country to sign MDG contract for direct budgetary support of €225 million over six years
Zambia is the first African country of the group of ACP States (Africa, Caribbean, Pacific) to have signed, on Thursday 5 March in Lusaka, a Millennium Development Goal (MDG) contract with the European Commission. Under the contract, the country will receive €225 million in direct budgetary support over the 2009-2014 period, with a guaranteed annual support level and low reimbursement payments according to a pre-determined timetable. The support, of which 30% is subject to the results obtained, will be focused on improving the management of public finance, improving social services and promoting structural reforms to bring employment and growth.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Miscellaneous
European Commission

Publication of the General Report on the 2008 EU's activities
The Commission has published the General Report on the activities of the European Union in 2008. Last year was marked in particular by the global financial crisis, climate change and international conflict, all of which brought rapid and effective European reaction that pushed the Union to the forefront of the world political stage. The key institutional event of the year was the process of ratifying the Lisbon Treaty, which faltered in spring with the 'no' vote in the Irish referendum, but was revived at the European Council in December.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/348&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Council of the European Union

Ecofin 2010 to request “justified resources” due to crisis affecting national budgets
The budget of the European Union for 2010 should provide sufficient and justified resources to implement and develop efficiently and effectively the various policies of the Union, bearing in mind their multiannual nature. The current economic situation, which places additional pressure on national budgets, makes all this even more important”. The conclusions the Ecofin Council is expected to adopt on Tuesday 10 March on the budget guidelines for 2010 therefore indicate that the European Union is confronting unexpected challenges, in particular, the current financial and economic crisis. In this context, the Council will underline the importance of the European economic recovery plan, as endorsed by the European Council of 11-12 December. EU member states will point out that the budgetary procedure for 2010 will take place in a year which will see the election of a new European Parliament and which is the last year of the mandate of the current Commission. In this regard, the Council will underline the importance of “continuing to strengthen cooperation” between the Community institutions, which is “a key factor of a smooth and successful budgetary procedure”.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
 EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS - See also CONCORD institutional calendar in the "Advocacy Tool" section of CONCORD Extranet

European Commission

13 March 2009: Environmental "Auction Floor" Conference

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/auction-floor_en.htm
25 March – beginning of May (main event 9May): Spring Day for Europe 2009
More information: http://www.springday2009.net/ww/en/pub/spring2009/homepage.htm
2 – 3 April 2009: 2nd European Water Conference 2009

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/index_en.htm
31 May 2009: Development Youth Prize 2009: Focus on Africa Human Development

More information: http://www.dyp2008.org/ww/en/pub/dyp2008/info.htm
23 – 26 June 2009: Green Week 2009 Climate change: act and adapt.
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/home.html
European Parliament

Before 31 March 2009: European Essay Competition Devoted to the 2009 European Parliament Elections

More information: http://parliament.europe.bg/en/index.php?category=374&id=19473
Council of the European Union
10 March 2009: ECOFIN

11, 13 March 2009: Coreper I (e.a. environment)

16-17 March 2009: Genreal Affairs Council

19-20 March 2009: European Council
Other

2-13 March 2009: Commission on the Status of Women (UNHQ)

10-12 March 2009: Climate Change Congress (Copenhagen)

13 March 2009: 10th European Consumer Day

VACANCIES

UN vacancies:
Interested candidates are invited to visit the UNFCCC vacancy page at:

http://unfccc.int/secretariat/employment/recruitment .  
Qualified and experienced women and nationals from developing countries are especially encouraged to apply.

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/010/SDM

Post Title: Associate Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of process management, technical and substantive support for the implementation of the work program on the accreditation of operational entities.

Post Level: P-2

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 20 March 2009

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/012/SDM

Post Title: Associate Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of substantive input to the JI-PCT's work related to the JI project cycle, in particular regarding projects implemented under the verification procedure under the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee (JISC).

Post Level: P-2

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 27 March 2009

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/013/SDM

Post Title: Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of substantive support on policies, systems, standards, and services related to the JI project cycle work (determinations, verifications) under the verification procedure under the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee (JISC).

Post Level: P-3

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 27 March 2009
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