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	30 JANUARY 2009
EU MONITORING NEWSLETTER

EU Monitoring is the new weekly e-newsletter exclusive to CONCORD Members, monitoring the latest news and events from the EU Institutions, and calls for proposals for development NGOs.

This information is a made of copy/paste articles found on the European Union’s websites.

It does not represent CONCORD point of view.  Click on the titles for more information.
CALLS FOR PROPOSALS – EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES (Immigration and asylum – Enlargement/Neighbourhood – Humanitarian/Aid – External Relations – Food, Trade & Agriculture – EU/Africa – Cotonou/Doha/ACP – Lisbon Treaty – Peacebuilding & Security Issues – Climate – Development – EP Elections  - Miscellaneous) - Events



CALLS FOR PROPOSALS OPENED TO NGOs 

See also the “Call for proposals” section on CONCORD Extranet that compiles them all.

THEMATIC CALLS
Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries (Multi-country) for Non-State Actors

Deadline for submission: 10 February 2009

The specific objective of this call for proposals is to support actions presented by Non-State Actors which aim at promoting an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries. Those actions must have a global, multi-country character. Priority will be given to actions with a multi-actor approach comprising activities aiming at:

Reference: EuropeAid/127763/C/ACT/Multi - Documents: English and French
Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries (Multi-country) for Local Authorities

Deadline for submission: 10 February 2009

The overarching objective of this thematic programme is poverty reduction in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and other internationally agreed targets. It is an “actor-oriented” programme aimed at strengthening the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities as a pre-condition for a more equitable, open and democratic society through support to their “own initiatives”. 

Reference: EuropeAid/127764/C/ACT/Multi - Documents: English and French
"Europe for Citizens" - Action 2 – Active civil society in Europe - Support for projects initiated by civil society organisations
Deadline for submission: 15 February 2009

This call is launched under the Europe for Citizens programme action 2 for projects promoting the idea of Europe.
Documents: English
Prevention of and fight against crime - Operating grants
Deadline for submission: 16 February 2009

This call aims at supporting the implementation of the annual activity programme of non-governmental organisations, for the Security and Safeguarding liberties 
Documents: English
Prevention of and fight against crime - Framework partnership agreements
Deadline for submission: 16 February 2009

This call is launched under the Prevention of and fight against crime, under the Framework partnership agreement 
Documents: English
Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Public awareness and education for development in Europe
Deadline for submission: 17 February 2009

This call is launched in order to support to actions in the EU and acceding countries aiming at raising public awareness of development issues and promoting education for development


Documents: English
GEOGRAPHIC CALLS
SOUTH TCHAD - Strenghtening of food security for R.C.A refugees and native populations in the South Tchad
Deadline for submission: 4 February 2009

This call is launched under the Food security programme to help refugees and populations in Tchad.

Documents: English
ZAMBIA - Support to the Magobbo Sugar Cane Outgrowers' Scheme in Mazabuka District 

Deadlines for submission: 9 February 2009

This call is launched under the Accompanying Measures for Sugar Protocol Countries' to support the National Strategy and will contribute to support the establishment of new sugar cane outgrowers schemes.
Reference: EuropeAid/127925/L/ACT/ZM -Documents: English – EC Delegation to Zambia - Information
HONDURAS - Non state actors and local authorities in development 

Deadlines for submission: 9 February 2009

Call which aims at supporting external aid and development that supports capacity building and participatory actions in Honduras

Reference: EuropeAid/127901/L/ACT/HN -Documents: Spanish – Delegation website - Information
HONDURAS - EIDHR

Deadlines for submission : 10 February 2009

This call aims at supporting activities in the fields of Human rights, democratisation and conflict prevention in Honduras

Reference: EuropeAid/127905/L/ACT/HN- Documents: Spanish – Delegation Website - Information
POLAND - Crossborder Partnership Programme 

Deadline for submission: 10 February 2009

This call is financed by the Norwegian Financial Mechanism, as well as of The Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs within The Crossborder Partnership Programme framework 
Documents: Guidelines – Programme website – Information+
KAZAKHSTAN - EIDHR - Country Based Support Scheme 

Deadlines for submission: 16 February 2009

This call, launched by the European Commission delegation to Kazakhstan, aims at strengthening the role of civil society.
Documents available in English here
SLOVAKIA - Support for Environmental Non-governmental Organisations - Environmental projects in Slovakia

Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call enables an application for a grant from the Block Grant which notably aims at increasing the capacity of environmental NGOs to effectively participate in public discussions, and enhancing common understanding between the non-profit and public sector.

Documents: Call Notice – Guidelines – Information+
Costa Rica - EIDHR 
Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call is launched under the thematic funding instrument for external aid to support projects that promote democracy and human rights in Costa Rica.

References: EuropeAid/127903/L/ACT/CR - Documents: English
Panama - EIDHR
Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call is launched under the thematic funding instrument for external aid to support projects that promote democracy and human rights in Panama.
References: EuropeAid/127932/L/ACT/PA - Documents: English
SRI LANKA - Non-State Actors in Development 
Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call is launched under the Non State Actors and Local Authorities programme for Sri Lanka. 

References: EuropeAid/127932/L/ACT/PA - Documents: English
BURUNDI - Support to the communal planning process for the Bujumbura Mairie towns 

Deadlines for submission : 20 February 2009

This call is financed by the 9th European Development Funds.
Reference: EuropeAid/127817/M/ACT/BI -Documents: French - Information
ETHIOPIA - EDF - Support to local research institutions 

Deadline for submission: 20 February 2009

This call is launched under the Trade Capacity Building Programme, financed by the 9th European Development Fund.
Reference: EuropeAid/127934/D/ACT/ET - Documents: French – Information+
EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES


Immigration and Asylum
European Commission
Frontex action in central Mediterranean is not convincing 
Czech Interior Minister Ivan Langer said on Wednesday 21 January that Frontex, the European agency for the management of operational cooperation at the external borders of the EU, was not the best solution for combating illegal immigration in the central Mediterranean region. “The results of Frontex are not convincing”, stressed Mr Langer, whose country holds EU Presidency. “Rather than know what boats and aircraft are being provided for Frontex, it would be better to give financing and technical support to our southern colleagues”, he added, explaining that the Italians, Greeks, Cypriots and Maltese know best what they need as these countries are familiar with the region concerned. It is only when such needs have been defined that European support will be welcome, the minister went on. In his view: “Better to put our common money to support the mission forces of these countries”. Comparing the situation with that existing in the Canary Islands, Mr Langer admitted he was “sceptical” about Frontex's ability to resolve the situation in the Mediterranean. “The example set by Spain is exactly the kind of response needed for the problem”, he said, judging for example that the solution found between Spain and Senegal was a success. The Spanish government managed to sign with Senegal and with several other Western African countries agreements allowing patrols by the Guardia Civil as well as forces of other countries to intervene in the exclusive economic areas of the signatory states to prevent the departure of boats carrying migrants. Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Malta recently drew up a joint request to the European Union in favour of concrete action against illegal immigration. The European Commission should be able to give its response during the meeting of home ministers scheduled for 26 February in Brussels.

Council of the European Union

“Blue Card” 
The “blue card” directive is expected to be formally adopted in May or June of this year. The blue card is a work permit for highly qualified immigrants. Once adopted, the text will not come into force in all member states for two years. The text is ready, but the Czech Presidency was the coming into force of the blue card to coincide with the lifting of restrictions imposed by some member states on workers from those countries which joined the EU in spring 2007. That will be in spring 2011.
United Nations

UNHCR concerned by conditions faced by migrants in Lampedusa 
On Friday 23 January, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) expressed its growing concern over the conditions faced by nearly 2,000 migrants, including some asylum seekers, currently crammed into one reception centre on the southern Italian island of Lampedusa. “The centre has capacity for only 850 people and hence cannot accommodate such high numbers. The result is that hundreds of people are now sleeping outdoors under plastic sheeting and adequate reception standards cannot be maintained,” said UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond in Geneva. Italian Home Affairs Minister Roberto Maroni announced on Friday that there was to be 'Identification and Expulsion Centre' opened for illegal immigrants landing on the island, to allow repatriation directly from Lampedusa. On hearing the news on Friday, 3,000 people, half the island's population, marched on the reception centre, where 1,677 immigrants are currently being housed to demonstrate their opposition to the construction of a further centre. The following day some 700 illegal immigrants broke out of the centre for a few hours to protest about the conditions in which they were being held and to call for expulsion procedures to be speeded up. In 2008, 31,200 immigrants landed in Lampedusa, a 75% increase on 2007.
Enlargement / Neighbourhood

European Commission

Commission offers help to settle border dispute blocking Zagreb's accession negotiations – 26/01/2009
The Commission is ready to “facilitate” finding a solution to the border dispute between Slovenia and Croatia, which is currently blocking Croatia's EU accession negotiations. Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn, who visited the two countries last week, proposed implementation of a high level expert group (wise men) under the chairmanship of the former Finnish president and Nobel Prize winner, Martti Ahtisaari. The group's makeup and mandate is still expected to be clarified but the idea is that the experts will assist Zagreb and Ljubljana settle their bilateral problem by the end of the year and at the same time allow accession negotiations to continue. If the current blockage of several chapters continues, it would be impossible for Croatia to respect the Commission's indicative calendar for concluding accession negotiations in 2009. On Monday 26 January, the Commission still did not know whether the two countries were going to accept the offer. Mr Rehn's spokesperson informed us that “the two parties must agree on accepting our help. None of this is very clear yet”. Once the two countries have accepted the principle of setting up an expert group, they will have to agree on the terms and conditions of its work, explained the spokesperson.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
European Parliament

Admission of Croatia The European Parliament's foreign affairs committee adopted, on 21 January, the report by Hannes Swoboda (PES, Austria) on Croatia, which considers it feasible that the country's membership talks may be concluded by the end of this year. Bilateral talks (such as the current border dispute between Croatia and Slovenia which continues to block several chapters of the membership talks) should not be an obstacle to continuing the accession process, MEPs say. The two countries are called upon to show proof of goodwill in resolving this conflict as swiftly as possible. The report will be discussed and voted on during the March plenary session.
Council of the European Union

Belgrade will apply for accession by July – 26/01/2009
The vice Serbian prime minister in charge of European integration, Bozidar Djelic, announced that his country would submit its EU accession candidacy under the Czech Presidency, in other words, by next July. Alexandr Vondra, the Czech vice prime minister for European affairs and acting president of the Council of the EU, welcomed Belgrade's decision and declared: “We as the Presidency strongly encourage the efforts exerted by Serbia in order to obtain EU membership. Of course, certain conditions must be met. But here as well, for example as regards the cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal, we very much appreciate the progress accomplished by Serbia”. Stabilisation of Balkan countries and their integration into the EU is one of the Czech Presidency's priorities and Mr Vondra explained: “We consider Serbia to be a gateway to stability in the Western Balkans and the key to this stability is of course EU membership”.

Humanitarian/ Aid

European Commission

Louis Michel announces €58 million in humanitarian aid for Palestinians in 2009, €32 million for Gaza – 
In a visit to the Middle East for a two-day humanitarian mission, Louis Michel, the European commissioner for development and humanitarian aid, announced on Monday 26 January a new global humanitarian aid plan for Palestinians worth €58 million for 2009. Out of this ECHO (the Commission's humanitarian aid service) amount, €32 million will go towards the desperate humanitarian situation in Gaza, which the commissioner and experts, sent by the Czech Presidency of the EU, sought to assess on the ground. €20 million will go the West Bank where the humanitarian crisis is continuing in a context of fragmentation and increasing isolation. €6 million will go to around 400,000 Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 
EU insists on improving humanitarian aid to Gaza
During dinner on Wednesday 21 January, EU foreign affairs ministers appealed to their Israeli counterpart, Tzipi Livni, to open the passage points and allow humanitarian aid into Gaza. Addressing the press, Karel Schwarzenberg, the Czech diplomatic negotiator-in-chief, declared that he had obtained “assurances” from Tzipi Livni that “everything will be done from the Israeli side to have effective humanitarian aid in the Gaza Strip”. Schwarzenberg added that a European mission had obtained permission to enter the Gaza Strip but it was unclear what aid could be given. Ms Livni indicated: “We are working with the international community and international organisations in order to help in answering the needs in the Gaza Strip…We are willing to cooperate on this as far as needed”. She stressed that a lasting cease-fire also involves arms smuggling and the rearmament of Hamas and indicated that “this is something that we're working on with different member states of the EU”. Benita Fererro-Waldner said that she hoped there would be a humanitarian conference organised “very soon” to work out the essential needs of the population and added: “Later on we will see for the reconstruction”. Although Egypt resumed talks with Israel on Thursday, in view of obtaining a lasting truce in Gaza and the end of the blockade, the Europeans are pursuing a cautious diplomatic approach. On Sunday evening they will meet the Egyptian, Jordanian, Turkish and Palestinian Authority foreign ministers for dinner. To prepare the conclusions of the following day's External Relations Council on Monday 26 January, the Political and Security Committee (COPS) will meet on Friday 23 January and COREPER on the Monday morning.
External relations 
European Parliament

MEPs call on EU to take in prisoners – 22/01/2009
On Thursday 22 January, shortly after the announcement of measures taken by the new US president, Barack Hussein Obama, concerning the closure of Guantanamo prison in one year's time, the leader of the Socialist Group at the European Parliament, Martin Schulz of Germany, called on EU governments to take in the inmates of the detention camp. “The Obama administration has started on the right foot by announcing the closure within a year of this outrageous detention camp”, Mr Schulz said. “EU governments must now play their part and support President Obama's decision by accepting inmates”, he said. Kathalijne Buitenweg (Greens, NL) also calls on the EU to come to the assistance of the US administration, saying: “Europe must support the process to close Guantanamo”. She went on: “I call on all EU foreign ministers to act quickly, decisively and responsibly on this issue”. For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 
Food, Trade and Agriculture

European Commission

DRC: EU contracts to stimulate agricultural recovery – 19/01/2009
The European Commission is planning to sign seven contracts with the Democratic Republic of Congo in the course of the next few days to stimulate the recovery of the farming sector in the Province of Bandundu and in the East of the country. The aim is to enable Kinshasa to become a key market national and to fulfil its function as the city’s main grain store. The communiqué also informs that in the wake of another EU project the Italian NGO ISCO and the Congregation of the Sisters of Mary are entering into a €1.8 million contract covering the Kahemba and Feshi areas in the South of the Province of Bandundu. This project concerns nearly 100,000 households and focuses on combating malnutrition and increasing production with a view to augmenting supplies to urban centres. It adds that the savannah in the South of the Province is an important location for ruminant rearing: http://www.mediacongo.net/show.asp?doc=11555
Council of the European Union

Aquaculture heads Czech Presidency priorities – 22/01/2009

Aquaculture (first and foremost), reform of the common fisheries policy (CFP), sustainability and simplification: these are the main fisheries priorities of the Czech Presidency of the Council of Ministers of the EU, as set out in Brussels on Wednesday 21 January, for the European Parliament fisheries committee.Czech Agriculture Minister Petr Gandaloviè pointed out that, as the Czech Republic is landlocked, it had developed aquaculture in particular (small scale freshwater fishing is practised). He said that aquaculture was the fishery of the future and the sector had to be part of the “blue revolution”. Production must remain sustainable, however, and there must be innovation and technological development Gandaloviè added. An exchange of views on this issue will take place at the Agriculture and Fisheries Council in April, and will be informed by the European Commission communication on the matter scheduled for March. The Council is expected to be able to adopt conclusions on the development of aquaculture in June.The second priority is CFP reform, with a fisheries ministers debate scheduled for April. The other topics on the Fisheries Council agenda are: - review of the regulation on control of fisheries activities (a Council debate is due in June); - the implementation of four long-term plans for threatened stocks (northern hake, horse mackerel, anchovy and cod in the Celtic Sea); - new measures to reduce discards.
EU/Africa

Council of the European Union

In a statement issued on Wednesday 28 January, the Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU expresses its support for the African peer review mechanism (APRM) as 29 heads of African states gather in Addis Ababa on 28-29 January for the meeting of this forum, dedicated to the process of internal democratic governance and human rights. The APRM has been a resounding success: of the 29 countries, nine have been reviewed and national dialogues have offered all stakeholders significant space to discuss public policy, the EU says. National discussions and preparation of programmes of action form an internal governance process that is, in itself, a positive outcome, the EU goes on. The challenge now, it says, is to implement the programmes of action, including level of participation, successfully.
Cotonou / Doha / ACP 

European Commission

Global crises to top discussions between EU and South Africa European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, Louis Michel, visited South Africa to participate in the EU-South Africa Ministerial Troika meeting on 15th and 16th January 2009. Together with Czech Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg on behalf of the EU Presidency, Commissioner Michel held discussions with South Africa on topics ranging from the international financial crisis, climate change, food security to new areas of cooperation such as energy or transport. The meeting has also been an opportunity to examine various crises situations in Africa and in the world, notably in Zimbabwe, the DRC and the Middle East. The event was part of the regular high-level dialogue the EU keeps with South Africa as emerging regional power and strategic partner of the EU.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/53&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Europe and its promises to Africa 
Have public subsidies from the European Commission contributed effectively to improving health services in sub-Saharan Africa? The European Court of Auditors’ response to this question - contained in a 100-page report issued on Wednesday 14 January - is unequivocally negative.

http://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2009/01/15/l-europe-ne-tient-pas-ses-promesses-en-afrique_1142116_3244.html
Lisbon Treaty

European Commission

Commission examines progress in member states' implementation of Lisbon strategy – 27/01/2009

On Wednesday 28 January, the European Commission will examine progress made by member states in the implementation of priorities they themselves defined for the Lisbon strategy. In December, the Commission adopted several elements from the “Lisbon package” but postponed this examination in an effort to gauge the updated stability and convergence plans containing measures implemented at a national level (most were sent in at the end of last year). This is one way of avoiding any overload of member states with recommendations immediately after approval by the European Council of the European recovery plan. Assessment will be made by the Commission on Wednesday, but will ultimately not include a detailed analysis of the stability and convergence programmes. As already indicated by the commissioner for economic and monetary affairs, Joaquin Almunia, in his presentation of the most recent economic forecasts, these programmes, will not be approved by the College until 18 February. By publishing its recommendations now, the Commission, nonetheless, wants to remind member states of the importance of pursuing reforms, despite the economic and financial crisis. Certain structural reforms are necessary in the long term and could prove, according to the Commission, profitable in the short term. It is therefore hoping that governments will be attentive to its message once they put the different elements in their economic rescue plans into place. The Commission's draft recommendations will be discussed by ministers before being ratified by the Spring European Council (19-20 March 2009) and will also highlight the durability of public funding and flexicurity.

European Parliament

Prague refuses any kind of “pressure”
Addressing the constitutional affairs committee of the European Parliament on Thursday 22 January, the Czech prime minister responsible for European Affairs, Alexandr Vondra, reiterated the Czech government's resolve to ratify the Lisbon Treaty. He described the remark made last week by the prime minister and president-in-office of the European Council, Mirek Topolanek, as a “joke”. Mr Topolanek, addressing the EP in Strasbourg had said the Lisbon Treaty was “worse” than the Nice Treaty. There is no doubt that Mr Topolanek and the government support the new treaty, Mr Vondra asserted. On the other hand, he did not wish to take a stance on the timetable for ratification by the Czech parliament, saying “quality and substance are more important than speed”. He criticised all those (including the EP) who would put pressure on Prague to speed up the process. “We are a responsible and democratic country” which has the right to organise its own parliamentary work as it so intends, he explained. Putting pressure on Czech authorities “is not helpful”, Mr Vondra added, also confirming that the European Council in June should define and approve the “legal guarantees” promised to Ireland in exchange for which the government of Dublin should convene a new referendum on the Lisbon Treaty. It is too soon to speak of the exact form and content of these assurances but “one thing is clear - they should be acceptable to all”, he said.
Peace building & Security Issues 
European Parliament

Parliament foreign affairs committee backs SAFE initiative and wants White Paper on security and defence 
After voting on no fewer than 200 amendments, the European Parliament foreign affairs committee, on Wednesday 21 January, adopted the report by German Christian Democrat and chairman of the security and defence sub-committee Karl von Wogau on EU security strategy. The report takes on board the SAFE (Synchronised Armed Forces for Europe) initiative proposed last year by European Parliament President Hans-Gert Pöttering, with a view to phasing in closer cooperation and synchronisation of troops in Europe. The report, which has still to be discussed in plenary session, also calls for a White Paper on security and defence.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 

Council of the European Union
Solana welcomes cooperation between DRC and Rwanda in tracking down rebels in Eastern Congo 
EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana has welcomed the increased cooperation between the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Rwanda to try to find a global solution to the crisis in the East of the DRC (North Kivu). In a press release issued on 23 January, Solana says he attaches great importance to the decision by the DRC and Rwanda to act decisively against the FDLR (Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda). Solana “calls on the FDLR to surrender and return to Rwanda,” the press release says. Equally, Solana underlines the urgency of bringing combatants of armed Congolese groups, including the CNDP, into the Congolese army as a crucial step forward in implementing the Actes d'Engagements signed in Goma on 23 January 2008. The High Representative repeats the EU's commitment to support political and security cooperation in the countries of the region, thus, he says, addressing the real causes of the conflicts in the region. He calls on all those involved in military operations in the east of the DRC to respect civilians, human rights and international humanitarian rules.
Climate
European Commission

On Wednesday, Commission will present its targets and funding mechanisms for effective global agreement in Copenhagen 
The European Commission will, on Wednesday 28 January, present its recipe for the success expected by the EU of the UN conference on climate change in Copenhagen (COP-15). The aim of this conference, in December of this year, is to reach an international agreement on how to tackle climate change after the expiry on the Kyoto Protocol in 2012. The communication to be adopted by the College of Commissioners on reaching a new global agreement on climate change will be the Commission's response to the Council request of December 2008 (when the climate change/energy package was adopted) to provide the European Union with a comprehensive strategy to make better use of resources and investment flows not only for combating climate change, but also for adapting to global warming throughout the world. The aim is to allow the EU to enter the home straight in a strong negotiating position and to continue to lead the world by example.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 

Commission proposes funding sources for global agreement, but does not specify amount to help poor countries adapt 
In its adoption, on Wednesday 28 January, of its communication entitled "Towards a Comprehensive Climate Change Agreement in Copenhagen", the European Commission has laid out its vision of how efforts and solidarity alike should be shared out between the developed and developing countries to step up the fight against climate change post-2012. At the same time, it has put forward options to increase the financial resources and flow of investments required to ensure that a global agreement on an effective regime to fight climate change is concluded in Copenhagen in December 2009, for when the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol has expired. With its Climate/Energy package, the EU has already adopted a framework to keep its place in the vanguard of the fight against climate change. The Commission now intends to get down to details, with its proposal for innovative sources of financing, which will allow the industrialised countries and multilateral institutions to help developing countries to make their own contribution to global efforts. Apart from providing a response to a request by the European Council, which will take position on this subject on 19 and 20 March, this communication is intended to feed into the debate with the European Parliament and between the member states, and to reinforce the position of the EU in international negotiations being carried out as part of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 

NGOs welcome Commission's intentions but deplore lack of clear financial commitment on adaptation of developing countries 
The Commission proposal containing its proposals for a global and ambitious climate agreement for Copenhagen was given a mixed response by all European development and environment NGOs. They were pleased with the intentions but disappointed with the objectives, especially the financial resources envisaged. The WWF said that, “some rhetoric is in the right direction” but they needed concrete commitments and a larger EU role in helping developing nations reduce their emissions and adapt to climate change.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 

Development
European Commission

Impact of financial crisis, access to sustainable energy and humanitarian crisis in Gaza on agenda of informal meeting in Prague 
The EU 27 development ministers will be gathering at an informal meeting to be held in Prague on Thursday 29 and Friday 30 January under the chairmanship of Jan Kohout, Deputy Prime Minister and Deputy Foreign Minister. Main items on their discussion agenda will be the impact of the financial crisis on developing countries, access by developing countries to sustainable energy sources, and the eastern dimension of European development cooperation. Many other subjects, such as the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and the EU's support for democratic management of developing countries will also be tackled during this informal meeting to be attended by Louis Michel, European Development and Humanitarian Aid Commissioner, who has just returned from a mission in the Middle East. Josep Borrel, Chairman of the European Parliament's development committee, has also agreed to attend. Invitations to take part in the discussions have also been made to other prominent personalities. Philippe le Houerou, Vice-President of the World Bank, and Mario Amano, OECD Deputy Secretary General, will thus be contributing to the debate on the financial crisis and on reform of the multilateral financial system. Zinaïda Grecianii, Prime Minister of Moldova, will take part in the discussion on cooperation between the EU and partners of Eastern Europe.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 

EP Elections 2009

European Parliament

On Saturday 24 January, the UMP presented candidates heading the lists for the European elections in June in the eight regional constitutencies of the Outre-mer conurbation. In Ile-de-France, the minister for agriculture Michel Barnier, will head the list, with his number two, the justice minister Rachida Dati. Both are due to leave their government posts before going to the European Parliament. Joseph Daul, the president of the EPP-ED at the European Parliament, will lead the UMP list in the regional East constituency, the former minister, Dominique Baudis, in the South West and the outgoing MEP, Françoise Grossetête, in the South East. Jean-Pierre Audy, the outgoing deputy, and the president of the General Council of the Maine-et-Loire, Christophe Béchu, will head the respective lists in the Centre and West.
Miscellaneous
European Parliament / European Commission / Council of the European Union
Dispute foreseen between European Parliament and Council on procedures for appointing future Commission president 
The appointment of the future president of the European Commission is at risk of provoking a political and legal controversy between the European Council and European Parliament, due to the persistent uncertainty surrounding the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. At the EP's constitutional affairs committee on Thursday, Czech Vice-Prime Minister, Alexandr Vondra announced that the Czech Presidency aims to reach a “political agreement” at the June European Council, on naming the head of the next Commission. According to the Treaty of Nice, which is in application until June, heads of state and government from the EU will appoint the president of the Commission by qualified majority; this appointment will then need to be “approved” by the EP by simple majority voting. Mr Vondra explained that the Czech Presidency “respects the treaty” and will abide by the “rules in force” until the decision, namely provisions in the Treaty of Nice. MEPs do not agree and want to be involved in appointing José Manuel Barroso's successor as if the Lisbon Treaty were already being applied.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 
European Commission
Commission adopts 23 national programmes for management of external borders, returns and integration of foreigners 
On Thursday 22 January, the European Commission announced adoption of 23 multiannual programmes for implementation of the European External Borders Fund 2007-2013, the European Return Fund 2008-2013 and the Fund for the Integration of third country nationals 2007-2013. Countries concerned by the External Borders Fund are: Poland (€78 million), Finland (€51 million), Portugal (€35 million), Lithuania (€32 million to which must be added the sum of €108 million for financing the special transit regime between the region of Kaliningrad and the rest of the Russian Federation through EU territory), the Czech Republic (€21 million) and Sweden €15 million. Countries concerned by the European Fund for the Integration of Third-country nationals are: United Kingdom (€129.49 million), Italy (€96 million), the Netherlands (€17.7 million), Poland (€15.8 million), Sweden (€13.4 million), Hungary (€13 million), Latvia (€11.2 million), Estonia (€7.9 million), Bulgaria (€3.7 million), Malta (€3.7 million) and Estonia (€3 million). Finally, part of European Return Fund will go to: United Kingdom (€95 million), Italy (€71 million), Poland (€17 million), Slovenia (€8 million), Finland (€6 million), and Latvia (€3 million).

“I will never accept reduced role for Commission” affirms Mr Barroso, who appeals for “constructive partnership with member states” 
José Manuel Barroso discussed how his institution functioned at an operational level. A lot of criticism has been directed at him for the Commission having displayed less independence from member state governments and backsliding in its role of driving force for European integration. Mr Barroso says that this is false and explains that the Commission has been at the origin of all the major initiatives and has simply adapted to the new political and institutional context of the EU, expanded to 27 members, which requires, he believes, a new form of “constructive partnership” between the institutions. The president of the Commission says that this is the only way of pushing Europe forward. With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, Mr Barroso would like both the Commission and European Council to have two “strong” presidents but which can “work in tandem”.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
European Parliament 

Jan Kohout suggests joint meeting of Finance and Development Ministers to prepare for G20 
The Czech Presidency is considering holding a joint meeting of EU finance and development ministers on the sidelines of an Ecofin Council meeting to prepare for the G20 in London on 2 April, so that development concerns are at the heart of the overhaul of the world financial system.Czech Deputy Prime Minister and Deputy Foreign Minister with responsibility for development Jan Kohout made the suggestion to the European Parliament development committee, which is chaired by Josep Borrell (PES, Spain). Kohout was at the committee to present the Presidency priorities in the area of cooperation and development.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 

EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS - See also CONCORD institutional calendar in the "Advocacy Tool" section of CONCORD Extranet

European Commission
9 – 13 February 2009: European Union Sustainable Energy Week

More information: http://www.eusew.eu/ 

13 March 2009: Environmental "Auction Floor" Conference

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/auction-floor_en.htm
25 March – beginning of May (main event 9May): Spring Day for Europe 2009
More information: http://www.springday2009.net/ww/en/pub/spring2009/homepage.htm
2 – 3 April 2009: 2nd European Water Conference 2009

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/index_en.htm
31 May 2009: Development Youth Prize 2009: Focus on Africa Human Development

More information: http://www.dyp2008.org/ww/en/pub/dyp2008/info.htm
23 – 26 June 2009: Green Week 2009 Climate change: act and adapt.
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/home.html
European Parliament 

12 February 2009: High Level Parliamentary Conference on Policy Coherence for Development and Migration: 
More information: http://www.oecd.org/document/1/0,3343,en_2649_18532957_41848449_1_1_1_1,00.html
Events from other Institutions

	For more information contact Sylwia Maslowska, CONCORD Secrétariat: assistant@concordeurope.org 
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30 March 2009: YOUNG ESD Voices from around the world (registration deadline: 9 February 2009)
