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	23 JANUARY 2009
EU MONITORING NEWSLETTER

EU Monitoring is the new weekly e-newsletter exclusive to CONCORD Members, monitoring the latest news and events from the EU Institutions, and calls for proposals for development NGOs.
This information is a made of copy/paste articles found on the European Union’s websites.

It does not represent CONCORD point of view.

Click on the titles for more information
CALLS – PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS – EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES (Immigration and asylum – Enlargement/Neighbourhood – Humanitarian/Aid – External Relations – Food, Trade & Agriculture – Human Rights – Healthcare – Lisbon Treaty – Gender – Peace building & Security Issues – Eurobarometer – Sustainable development/Energy) – EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS – Vacancies 



CALLS FOR PROPOSALS OPENED TO NGOs 

See also the “Call for proposals” section on CONCORD Extranet that compiles them all.

THEMATIC CALLS
EDF - Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)

Deadline for submission: 30 January 2009

This call is launched under Regional Programme for the Sustainable Management of the Coastal Zones of the Countries of the Indian Ocean Countries (ReCoMaP), financed by the 9th European Development Funds

Reference: EuropeAid/127769/M/ACT/RSA

Documents: Documents in English and French here - Information+
Support to the Department of Foreign Economic Cooperation and Investment Policy of the Ministry of Economy – Armenia
Deadline for submission: 30 January 2009
This call is launched for twinning projects with Armenia under the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument.
Reference: EuropeAid/127871/L/ACT/AM
Documents: English
Implementation of the programme actions: Active Citizens for Europe, Active civil society in Europe and Active European Remembrance
Deadline for submission: 1 February 2009

This call is launched under the Programme Europe for Citizens to promote active European citizenship.

References: JOUE 2008/C 328/09

Documents: English
Call for proposal 2009 - Youth in Action Programme 2007-2013
Deadline for submission: 1 February 2009

This call is launched under the Youth in Action Programme, and participates to the realisation of the chosen priorities, such as european citizenship.
References: JOUE 2008/C 328/10
Documents: English
Youth in action 2007-2013 - Call for proposals 2009
Deadline for submission: 1 February 2009

This call is launched under the Youth Programme and finances the different actions of the programme.

Documents: English
OPEN SOCIETY - Central Eurasia Project
Deadline for submission: 2 February 2009

This call is launched by the Open Society Institute for project in the Central Eurasia area.
Documents: English
Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries 

Deadline for submission: 3 February 2009

The overarching objective of this call for proposals is poverty reduction in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and other internationally agreed targets. 

Reference: EuropeAid/127762/C/ACT/TPS

Documents: English and French
Strenghtening of food security for R.C.A refugees and native populations in the South Tchad
Deadline for submission: 4 February 2009

This call is launched under the Food security programme to help refugees and populations in Tchad.

Documents: English
GEOGRAPHIC CALLS
RWANDA - EIDHR - Country-Based Support Scheme 

Deadline for submission: 26 January 2009

This call is launched by the European Commission Delegation to Rwanda under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights in order to contribute to the development and consolidation of democracy and the rule of law and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms

Reference: EIDHR/127-681
Documents: French Guidelines – Application form – Budget – Logical Framework – Delegation Website – Information+
NICARAGUA - Non States Actors and Local Authorities in Development 

Deadline for submission: 26 January 2009

This call is launched under the Non States Actors and Local Authorities in Development, which aims at reducing the poverty in a sustainable development context and is linked to the priorities for Nicaragua, determined in the pluri annual strategy 2007/2010

Reference: EuropeAid/127760/L/ACT/NI

Documents: In Spanish
RDC - Les Acteurs Non Etatiques et les Autorités Locales dans le Développement en République du Congo (2008-2009)

Date limite de soumission des propositions: 26 janvier 2009

L’objectif général du programme consiste à renforcer les capacités des acteurs non étatiques congolais, en soutenant leurs "propres initiatives".

Référence: EuropeAid/127869/L/ACT/CG
Documents: In French
Cambodia - Support Food Security for Women and Rural Poor 

Deadline for submission: 29 January 2009

This call is financed under the Food Security Programme, based on the geographical instrument DCI

Reference: EuropeAid/127595/L/ACT/KH

Documents: Guidelines – Grant Application form – Global indicators - Annexes – Delegation Website
MAURITIUS - Regional Programme for the Sustainable Management of the Coastal Zones of the Indian Ocean countries 
Deadlines for submission : 2 February 2009

This Regional Programme for the Sustainable Management of the Coastal Zones is financed under the European development Fund

Reference: EuropeAid/127717/M/ACT/Multi

Documents: English and French
ZAMBIA - Support to the Magobbo Sugar Cane Outgrowers' Scheme in Mazabuka District 

Deadlines for submission: 9 February 2009

This call is launched under the Accompanying Measures for Sugar Protocol Countries' to support the National Strategy and will contribute to support the establishment of new sugar cane outgrowers schemes

Reference: EuropeAid/127925/L/ACT/ZM

Documents: English – EC Delegation to Zambia - Information
HONDURAS - Non state actors and local authorities in development 

Deadlines for submission: 9 February 2009

Call which aims at supporting external aid and development that supports capacity building and participatory actions in Honduras

Reference: EuropeAid/127901/L/ACT/HN

Documents: Spanish – Delegation website - Information
HONDURAS - EIDHR

Deadlines for submission : 10 February 2009

This call aims at supporting activities in the fields of Human rights, democratisation and conflict prevention in Honduras

Reference: EuropeAid/127905/L/ACT/HN

Documents: Spanish – Delegation Website - Information
POLAND - Crossborder Partnership Programme 

Deadline for submission: 10 February 2009

This call is financed by the Norwegian Financial Mechanism, as well as of The Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs within "The Crossborder Partnership Programme framework".
Documents: Guidelines – Programme website – Information+
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS


European Commission

Discover the 2009 DG Development consultations (from a meeting CONCORD had with DG Dev.)
Timetable of upcoming civil society consultations in DG Development in 2009

· Specific meeting on budget support/ MDG contracts will be organised at the end of January.

· “April Package” (Communication on EU Financing for Development and the Aid Effectiveness Agenda – towards achieving the MDGs): the European Commission would like to advance its approval. It intends to present a first “Issues paper” to the Informal Development Council meeting at the end of January. Consultation with CSOs would take place in February and the “package” should be approved end of March.

· A staff working paper on environment is being prepared. 
· A staff working paper on gender is being prepared and is expected to be approved in the second semester of 2009, during the Swedish presidency.

· On the next Policy Coherence for Development Report (PCD) – A meeting will be organised in January.

· On Climate Change, DG Development will prepare a staff working paper on Global Climate Financing Mechanism (GCFM) which is expected to be approved by March 2009. They intend to organize a consultation meeting with CSOs by February 2009.

· Implementation of the Governance initiative – a staff working paper should be adopted in January 2009 and a meeting with CSOs organised during the summer.

For further information: Ester Asin (easin@concordeurope.org)
EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES


Immigration and Asylum
European Commission

European Commission’s crisis response assistance to Georgia in 2008 reaches €120 million – 20/01/2009

As European Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy, Benita Ferrero-Waldner visits Georgia on 20th January, the European Commission's post-crisis support for Georgia has reached nearly €120 million.The Commissioner will be announcing the latest release of funds (€61.5 million) to the Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili during her trip. One of the main aims of this funding is to answer the needs and help the resettlement of Internally Displaced People (IDPs) resulting from the conflicts in Georgia in the 1990s and August 2008. During her visit the Commissioner will be meeting some of those who have had to leave their homes at an IDP centre in Tbilisi which has been refurbished with Commission funds. The funds form part of the ‘Growth and Stabilisation Package for Georgia’ of up to €500 million covering the period 2008-2010, that was pledged by the European Commission after last summer's conflict.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/78&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
European Parliament

Further call for EU assistance in tackling illegal immigration in Mediterranean – 16/01/2009
At the informal meeting of European home affairs ministers in Prague on Thursday 15 January, Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Malta made a joint request to the European Union for concrete steps to be taken to tackle illegal immigration. “We call for Frontex to be strengthened and for European bilateral agreements to be concluded with the countries of origin of the illegal immigrants. Without agreements, it is very difficult for member states to carry out expulsions,” said Italian Home Affairs Minister Roberto Maroni on his arrival in Prague. More than 67,000 people crossed the Mediterranean to seek asylum in Europe in 2008, more than half landing in Italy and Malta, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) reported recently (see EUROPE 9816). Against this backdrop, the ministers of the four countries called for the EU to conclude readmission agreements with the third countries. These agreements would contain a European pass, needed if migrants with no official papers are to be expelled. If no serious progress were made in this area, the EU's efforts on legal migration would inevitably be compromised, warned the ministers in a letter to their counterparts. They also pressed the Council to provide Frontex with adequate financial resources and ensure it had the equipment and manpower needed. The ministers also wanted greater solidarity to be shown by the other member states in taking migrants picked up at sea. “
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org 
Europe to penalise employers of illegal immigrants – 22/01/2009
Between 4.5 and 8 million illegal immigrants work in the construction, farming, hotel and other sectors in the EU. Under a new draft directive, their employers would be penalised while the illegal immigrants would be granted legal conditions of employment. MEPs are calling for criminal law sanctions in the most serious cases and want to make companies responsible for the actions of their subcontractors.
Members of the EP Civil Liberties Committee adopted on Wednesday, by a large majority, a compromise reached with the Council by Claudio Fava (PES, IT), the MEP guiding the legislation through Parliament.  This deal paves the way for a first-reading agreement on the “sanctions directive” and will be debated at Parliament’s plenary session in Brussels on 19 February.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/018-46697-019-01-04-902-20090120IPR46696-19-01-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm
Enlargement / Neighbourhood

European Commission

Skopje wants all criteria to be met for launching accession talks by end of this year – 16/01/2009
The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) is determined to make decisive progress in 2009 in the process of moving towards EU accession. It was granted candidate country status in December 2005 and is now waiting for the European Council to launch accession talks. Skopje had hoped that the December 2008 European Council would give the go-ahead, but the European Commission's progress report of November 2008 concluded that FYROM does not yet meet all the necessary political criteria for accession talks. Moreover, the dispute with Greece over the use of the name “Macedonia” is still an obstacle to FYROM joining the EU (EU enlargement decisions have to be unanimous) because Greece is determined to use its veto until the dispute over the name Macedonia has been settled.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
"The process of negotiations is steadily moving forward" – 20/01/2009
Commission President Barroso met with the turkish PM Erdogan and his delegation yesterday. During their talks, President Barroso assured the Prime Minister of the Commission's full commitment to the preparations for Turkey's accession and welcomed the recent progress made in the accession negotiation with the opening of two more chapters in December: "This proves that the process of negotiations is steadily moving forward. The main engines of the accession process remain political and technical reforms. I encourage Turkey to revitalise the reforms to increase fundamental freedoms and to modernise the country."

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/index_en.htm
2009 to be an important year for the EU integration process of the Western Balkans – 22/01/2009
Yesterday, Commissioner Olli Rehn was visiting Slovenia to discuss the outlook for the EU's enlargement agenda for 2009, in particular as regards the region of the Western Balkans. Following the meeting with the Prime Minister Borut Pahor, Commissioner Rehn stated: "I welcome Slovenia's strong commitment for stability and progress on the Western Balkans. We have reviewed the outlook for 2009 which is going to be an important year for the EU integration process of the Western Balkans." In the meetings with his Slovenian counterparts Commissioner Rehn also discussed the state of play in Croatia's EU accession negotiations. They explored ways forward concerning the border issue and the accession negotiations. He also met President Danilo Türk and Foreign Minister Samuel Zbogar.

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/index_en.htm
European Parliament

EASTERN PARTNERSHIP: New parliamentary assembly to be set up – 16/01/2009
The European Parliament Conference of Presidents reached agreement in principle on Thursday on the setting up of a Parliamentary Assembly for Relations with the EU's Eastern Neighbours (Euronest) after the June 2009 European elections. The new assembly would be the parliamentary arm of the Eastern Partnership that the EU has decided to create to boost the eastern wing of the EU's neighbourhood policy with Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Belarus (once Belarus has introduced the necessary democratic changes). The Eastern Partnership will be officially launched at a summit in Prague in May. Speaking on behalf of his group, the president of the EPP-ED, Joseph Daul, explained that it was the EPP-ED that had come up with the idea of creating Euronest to give a strong political signal to the countries in question.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Humanitarian/ Aid

European Commission

Louis Michel to undertake humanitarian mission to Gaza and Southern Israel – 16/01/2009
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, Louis Michel, is to travel to Gaza and Israel later this week on a two-day humanitarian mission amid the current ceasefires. 
Commissioner Michel announced his upcoming visit on Sunday 25th and Monday 26th January 2009 following his meeting this Monday with Israel’s Minister of the Interior Meir Sheetrit. Commissioner Michel described the meeting as an opportunity for a positive exchange of views between himself and Minister Sheetrit.
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/index_en.htm
European Parliament

Parliament calls for aid for Afghanistan to be better coordinated so that EU action is more visible – 16/01/2009
In Strasbourg on Thursday 15 January, the European Parliament adopted the own initiative report by Véronique Mathieu (EPP-ED, France) by the overwhelming majority of 550 votes to 5, with 25 abstentions, and called for better coordination among donors in Afghanistan, particularly among member states, so that European Union initiatives are given greater prominence.

The report adopted on Thursday nevertheless calls on the European Commission to improve coordination of European aid to make it more effective and easier to monitor. Combating corruption had to be the main objective, she said. This would involve, inter alia, improving the way public finances are managed and supervised, and training, of auditors, for example.

The report also calls on the Commission to do all it can to give greater prominence to EU initiatives in Afghanistan. “Official recognition would strengthen the European Union's position in the dialogue with Afghan authorities and international organisations,” Mathieu argued. Her report calls on the Commission to provide the Parliament with an annual report containing an assessment of the effectiveness of Community aid, information of the level of spending monitored and an analysis of any irregularities.

Between 2002 and 2006, the EU provided Afghanistan with a total of €1.4 billion in aid, 88% of which was for reconstruction and 12% for humanitarian operations.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
External relations 
European Parliament

EUROLAT Assembly to meet early April in Madrid – 13/01/2009
The third plenary session of the Euro-Latin America Parliamentary Assembly (EUROLAT), composed of representatives from the European Parliament and from Latin American assemblies, is to be held on Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 April in Madrid. Points on the agenda are expected to include reform of the World Trade Organisation, a response to the financial crisis, climate change, and the protection of minorities. A joint resolution on the Euro-Latin American Charter for Peace and Security, jointly submitted by Véronique de Keyser (PES, Belgium) and Mexican Senator Rosario Green, is also expected to be adopted. “The plenary session in Madrid will have special significance as EUROLAT is fully engaged in a process of consolidation as a parliamentary institution of the bi-regional strategic association”, Spanish Socialist Luis Yañez-Barnuevo Garcia, Coordinator for the PES Group within the Assembly, welcomes in a press release. The first two EUROLAT plenary sessions were held in December 2007 in Brussels

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Eyewitnesses in Gaza – 21/01/2009

After 3 weeks of fighting and over 1,300 dead, Gaza is once again open to journalists and visitors. In the midst of the fighting on 11 January, the UN helped a group of MEPs enter Gaza at the Rafah crossing to see for themselves what was happening. On 15 January the European Parliament adopted a resolution calling for an immediate ceasefire.
Spanish Green David Hammerstein said, "we were struck by the destruction of all public buildings, a total breakdown of daily services and clear signs of humanitarian crisis.  I can still see the big eyes of dozens of beautiful children crowded around us at the UN schools where they had taken refuge from the bombs that exploded nearby, Also the desperation of young mothers crying out for help with babies in their arms."
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/030-46536-019-01-04-903-20090115STO46441-2009-19-01-2009/default_en.htm
Council of the European Union

Javier SOLANA, EU High Representative for the CFSP on the Gaza crisis – 21/01/2009
Javier SOLANA, EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), told reporters today that it is essential to open up Gaza to allow humanitarian aid to enter. He said that the European Union is engaged at the humanitarian, political and economic levels and is sparing no effort to get relief to those in need and to help ensure that the ceasefire holds and that the peace process itself is taken forward.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/discours/105460.pdf
EU repeats its hopes following Obama's inauguration - “Turning point” for America and maybe for whole world, says Barroso - 21/01/2009

The European Union has warmly welcomed the inauguration of new US President Barack Obama and has expressed hopes that it will create “new encouraging perspectives and opportunities for further promoting the transatlantic community of interests and values”. “As recent history has clearly shown us, acting together represents one of the best ways to respond to the needs and hopes of peoples on both sides of the Atlantic,” said the Czech Presidency in a statement released on 20 January. For this reason, the EU hopes to “cooperate closely” with the new US administration to enhance bilateral relations and to meet “the tremendous challenges posed by a changing world”. European Commission President José Manuel Barroso called on the United States and Europe, at the beginning of Barack Obama's “historic mandate”, to further develop their transatlantic partnership and to “join efforts to engage others in addressing the great challenges of our time”. The US and Europe are “interdependent” and it is only by working together that they will be able to face up to the economic and financial crisis, the problems of instability and war (particularly in the Middle East) development needs and tackling climate change, said Barroso in a statement. These problems “have no respect for national frontiers” but need global action, he said, calling for a “new agenda for globalisation”. “I personally believe that the election of President Obama was a defining turning point for America. It may now also be an important turning point for the rest of the world,” Barroso concluded. European Parliament President Hans-Gert Pöttering said, too, that “the current global agenda - economic and financial challenges, climate change, energy security, the Middle East, terrorism and international crime - all require us to work together”. Pöttering also repeated his invitation to Mr Obama to address the European Parliament at the start of April, during his first visit to Europe to attend the G20 summit in London and the summit in Strasbourg marking the 60th anniversary of NATO. “The symbolic value of a presidential visit towards strengthening the bonds between our two great democratic systems cannot be overestimated,” he said.
Food, Trade and Agriculture

European Commission
Dairy market: Commission proposes additional measures to help dairy sector – 15/01/2009

Following the recent slump in prices for milk and dairy products, Agriculture Commissioner Mariann Fischer Boel today pledged to introduce new measures to support the market. The Commission will next week reintroduce export refunds for butter, cheese and whole and skimmed milk powder. When intervention buying for butter and SMP begins in March, the Commission undertakes to, if necessary, buy more than the pre-determined quantities through regular tenders. In November, the Commission reintroduced private storage for butter with effect from 1 January 2009 - including for butter produced in December. This represented an introduction of private storage earlier than is usually the case.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/57&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
EU and Cameroon sign trade agreement – 15/01/2009

The EU and Cameroon have signed a 'stepping stone' Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), the first of its kind between the EU and a Central African trade partner. Louis Paul Motazé, Cameroon's Minister for the Economy, Planning and Land Settlement and Peter Thompson Director of Development and EPAs in DG Trade at the European Commission signed the agreement in the Cameroonian capital Yaoundé. The agreement combines the benefits of a trade agreement with development assistance targeted at accelerating growth and development in Cameroon. The final goal remains to conclude a full EPA with all the members of the Central African region that will promote competitiveness, growth and investment while accelerating regional integration.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/55&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Free trade agreement ministerial meeting in Seoul – 19/01/2009
European Trade Commissioner Catherine Ashton is on a two-day visit to Seoul (19-20 January) for discussions with her South Korean counterpart Kim Jong-hoon to provide fresh impetus to negotiations on a free trade agreement, in which motor cars and rules of origin are still proving a stumbling block. Although no date has yet been set for the 8th round table discussions, it was announced that sufficient progress had been made in December to suggest that agreement could be concluded in the first quarter of 2009.

European Group on Ethics (EGE) asks European Commission to embed ethical principles in agriculture policies – 21/01/2009

The European Group on Ethics (EGE) today met with Mariann Fischer Boel, the Commissioner responsible for Agriculture and Rural Development to present the main recommendations of the Group's opinion on the ethical implications of modern developments in agriculture technologies.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/86&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
European Parliament

Concerns about Czech presidency's plan for co-decision and CAP's future – 21/01/2009
Members of the European Parliament's agriculture committee have attempted to exploit the weaknesses of the Czech presidency and the way in which it intends to lead the debates on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and negotiations with the EP in the spirit of codecision, despite the uncertainties over the Lisbon treaty. During the second half of 2008, Michel Barnier, the French minister of agriculture, initiated EP codecision on the CAP health check and the fruit in schools distribution programme.

Petr Gandaloviè, the Czech minister of agriculture, presented the Presidency's work programme for the next six months. He emphasised, first of all, the fact that the decision on the “CAP health check” in November 2008 had been the result of a compromise (the Czech Republic abstained during the vote on the health check package). The Czech minister said that “all of us have had to accept things we would have preferred not to and give up ambitions that we would have wished to have been realised”. Adopting a pragmatic approach, he added that without a compromise there would be no agreement, “the spirit of compromise is at the heart of the European project and the Czech Presidency is committed to that spirit and to that project”.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union

Due diligence in the timber trade
The EU wants to minimise the risk of illegally harvested timber or timber products being placed on its internal market. A draft regulation laying down the obligations of professional traders was discussed by agriculture ministers at the Council meeting of 19 January.

http://www.consilium.eu.int/cms3_fo/showPage.ASP?lang=en
Czech Presidency reiterates its priorities to Council on agriculture – 19/01/2009
In Brussels on Monday 19 January, Petr Gandalovic, Czech Minister for Agriculture, presented his European counterparts with the work programme of the current Presidency for the fields of agriculture and fisheries (see EUROPE 9812). Mr Gandalovic will present the working programme in greater detail this Tuesday 20 January to the members of the committee on agriculture of the European Parliament, and to the members of the fisheries committee the day after.

Unsurprisingly, the Czech minister described the future of the common agricultural policy (CAP) as one of the most important subjects of the next six months, at the Agriculture Council. Amongst other things, the informal meeting of the European agriculture ministers (to take place from 30 May-2 June in Brno) will discuss the objectives of the CAP post-2013. The Czech Presidency feels that it is important to set equal conditions for all of the member states on the sum total of direct payments and the details for this aid to be paid. Mr Gandalovic also pleaded for a more modern CAP and said that discussions on the CAP post-2013 should not prejudge the budgetary debate on the forthcoming financial perspectives of the EU (from 2014).

Among the other priority subjects to be dealt with up to the end of June 2009, the Czech minister listed: - the revision of the quality policy for agricultural and food products of the EU (a debate will take place at the Council in May, in light of proposals by the Commission to be presented shortly before); - the simplification of legislation in the agricultural field (the Council should be in a position to adopt conclusions on this subject during its May meeting); - rural development, particularly the issue of delimiting "less-favoured areas"; - revision of labelling rules for foodstuffs; - revision of the legislation on the protection of animals used for scientific purposes; - improved welfare for animals bound for the abattoir; - an examination of the proposed regulation on the implementation of a programme to fight illegal trade in wood. Lastly, the Czech Presidency intends to stress, at international level, the importance of the role of the EU on the protection of the forests, particularly in the framework of the United Nations Forum on Forests and the International Convention on Tropical Timber.
Council formally to adopt regulations on Common Agriculture Policy health check – 19/01/2009
In Brussels on Monday 19 January, the Council of Ministers adopted without debate the four legislative acts (three regulations and a decision) on the "health check" on the common agricultural policy (CAP). The agriculture ministers of the member states of the EU reached a political agreement on this dossier on 20 November last year (see EUROPE 9787 of 21 November 2008).

The Council adopted this package by qualified majority: - the Estonian and Slovakian delegations voted against the four regulations; - the Latvian delegation voted against the regulation on the "direct support regime" and against the regulation and decision rule development; - the Czech delegation abstained. In addition, there were declarations by the Commission and/or Council, and from Belgium, Italy, Latvia and Portugal.

These negotiations on the health check of the CAP led, amongst other things, to: - the continued total decoupling of support to farmers (only the suckler cow premium and premiums for sheep and goats will remain coupled); - removing the obligation to set aside 10% of land; - a gradual increase, by 1% per annum, of milk quotas before they are removed in 2015 (Italy has been authorised to increase its quota by 5% in one go, from the season 2009/2010); - the increase in the rate of modulation of aid (reduction of aid to increase the funds available for rural development) by 5% today, up to 10% by 2012 (plus an additional reduction of 4% to be applied to payments of over €300,000 per annum). On market measures, which have been greatly limited, the decisions of the Council will translate into a removal of the intervention for pork meat and setting at zero intervention purchases for barley and sorghum. For wheat, intervention purchases will be possible during the intervention period at a price of €101.31 per tonne up to a maximum of 3 million tonnes, above which tenders will be required. For butter and powdered skimmed milk, intervention limits will be set at 30,000 tonnes and 109,000 tonnes respectively, above which intervention will be carried out by means of tenders.
Facilitate action for promoting agricultural products – 21/01/2009
On Tuesday 20 January, the European Parliament's agricultural committee approved (in exchange for a number of amendments), the European Commission's proposal (of July 2008) to improve Regulation 3/2008 on information and promotion of action in favour of agricultural products in the internal market and third countries. The proposal aims to enable member states to set up information programmes in third countries' markets when the professional bodies concerned have not done so. The proposal also aims to provide member states with the possibility of expanding the field of action covered and requests aid from international organisations to implement the programmes, particularly in view of promoting olive oil and table olives.

Adopting the consultative report by Constantin Dumitriu (EPP-ED, Romania) by a very large majority, the agriculture committee amended the initial proposal so that national authorities consult the professional organisations or associations concerned before drawing up their programmes, in order to ensure that actions planned are well targeted and of quality. Furthermore, MEPs added provisions so that the sectors in which member states may request aid from international organisations are extended to wines that benefit from registered designation of origin (RDO) or protected geographical indication (PGI). Finally, the EP agriculture committee raises the ceiling of Community participation from 50% to 60% of the real cost of programmes approved by the EU, or even to 70% for actions to promote fruit and vegetables in schools.
Human Rights
European Parliament

Concern for freedom of press – 16/01/2009
With the adoption on Thursday 15 January of a resolution on freedom of the press in Kenya, the European Parliament deplores the fact that President Kibaki signed a bill on communications that are potentially detrimental to the right of expression and freedom of the press. Sections 88 and 46 are particularly problematic. Section 88 gives considerable power to the Ministry of Information to raid media houses that are deemed to be a threat to national security and to dismantle their broadcasting equipments. Section 46 gives the state the power to regulate contents to be aired and published by electronic and print media respectively.

Although Kenyan President Kibaki neglected to take widely reported reservations into account at the time of signing the bill, MEPs are pleased to note that he has announced his intention to take into consideration the amendments to the legislation proposed by the media. They thus call on the Kenyan government to initiate stakeholder consultations in order to reach a consensus on how to better regulate the communications industry without interfering with press freedom. MEPs go on to stress the need to address Kenya's culture of impunity, so that those responsible for the violence after elections one year ago may be brought to justice, including through the setting in place of an independent commission of legal experts that President Kibaki and Prime Minister Odinga have in theory agreed to establish. 
Healthcare 
European Commission

European Court of Auditors says Commission can do better on healthcare aid for sub-Saharan Africa – 16/01/2009
Examined by the European Court of Auditors, the effectiveness of the European Union's development aid for healthcare in sub-Saharan Africa does not have sufficient resources to meet its ambitions and improvements can be made in many areas. The Court of Auditors' comments are set out in a special report, number 10/2008, published on 14 January 2009.

Jan Kinst of the Court of Auditors commented that the level and balance of financial resources allocated for healthcare do not adequately reflect the European Commission's political commitments to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). This is one of the main criticisms made during an audit organised in the wake of an alarming observation. The key role of healthcare in poverty reduction is recognised in the MDGs (goals 4, 5 and 6) which the EU and other donors signed up to in order to help development countries achieve them, but a mid-term review of progress in moving towards the MDGs showed that in 2007, the worst progress in moving towards the MDGs was in healthcare in sub-Saharan Africa.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Lisbon Treaty

European Parliament

EU/LISBON TREATY – 21/01/2009
On 20 January, the president of Poland, Lech Kaczynski, reiterated his refusal to sign the Polish law ratifying the Lisbon Treaty as long as the Irish have still not approved the treaty. A second referendum is expected in September or October. . He did provide assurances, however, that his country would not obstruct the entry into force of the text if all the other member states ratified it. According to a statement made on Monday by the foreign minister, Karel Schwarzenberg, parliamentary ratification by the Czech Republic would take place “soon”. Schwarzenberg informed the EP foreign affairs committee: “I am absolutely sure we will ratify”. The Czech Parliament is expected to start its debate at the beginning of February but Czech ratification might also be linked to the Irish problem. The president of the Czech Senate's European affairs committee, Ludek Sefzig, quoted by the EUobserver, affirmed that it will be “very problematic” for the Senate to approve the treaty as long as the EU has not put on paper and adopted the legal assurances it promised Ireland in exchange for a second referendum. December's European Council agreed that these assurances (focusing on keeping one Commissioner per country, neutrality, taxation, the family and social and ethical questions) will be included by the middle of the year.
Gender 

European Parliament

Parliament wants to rectify implementation disparities in workplace gender equality directive – 19/01/2009
On Thursday 15 January, the European Parliament adopted Teresa Riera Madurell's report (PES, Spain) by a large majority (537 votes for, 22 against, with 31 abstentions). The report focuses on implementation of the 2002/73/EC directive on gender equality in the workplace. It highlights transposition problems of the directive and illustrates how the most frequent problems regarding the definition of discrimination involve application of the directive and the bodies responsible for equal opportunities (EUROPE 9815).

By adopting the report by Teresa Riera Madurell, Parliament requests: 1) that the European Commission: - actively monitors directive transposition and respect for legislation stemming from it, and continues to exert pressure on member states, - and verifies that member states are guaranteeing that victims and associations and organisations affected by this directive are not being obstructed by legal or other constraints (e.g. deadlines that are too short) from taking legal action for breaches of rules on discrimination and equal opportunities, or in the case of victims, from claiming full respect for their rights under this directive in other administrative procedures; 2) that member states: - take action encouraging employers to promote working conditions that prevent sexual harassment and gender-based discrimination, and create specific procedures to prevent such behaviour, - put a stop, through targeted measures, to discrimination against girls and young women at school and going into vocational training, as well as when returning to the labour market following absences used to care for children or close family members.
Peacebuilding & Security Issues 
European Commission

Citizens have their say on future priorities in the area of freedom, security and justice – 19/01/2009

The European Commission has published the results of an open public consultation on the future priorities in the area of freedom, security and justice for the years 2010-2014 and a Eurobarometer on awareness of key-policies in the same area.

The results of the Eurobarometer survey, based on the contributions from 27,000 citizens, show that a majority of respondents feel concerned about all major policy areas in the field of Justice and Home Affairs, in particular the fights against organised crime and terrorism and drugs abuse (both 80%). The promotion and protection of fundamental rights, including children’s rights is a matter of concern for approximately three-quarters of EU citizens (78%).
http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/news/intro/news_intro_en.htm
Eurobarometer
European Parliament

Europeans ever more worried about money – 16/01/2009
Personal economic and social concerns are a growing worry for Europeans, says the latest Eurobarometer survey for the 2009 European elections. This survey, done during the financial crisis, also found a clear decline in collective concerns such as terrorism, immigration and climate change. Many more Europeans now know the election dates, although this is not yet reflected in their voting intentions.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/008-46506-012-01-03-901-20090116IPR46503-12-01-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm
Sustainable development / Energy
Committee of the Regions
Van den Brande urges local and regional authorities in Russia and the Ukraine to intervene as gas crisis starts to have dramatic impact within the EU – 19/01/2009
Addressing the Committee of the Regions' (CoR) Bureau assembled in Pilsen (Czech Republic) the Slovak CoR members Jan Oravec, Mayor of the City of Štúrovo and Milan Belica, President of the Nitra self-governing region, described the increasingly dramatic, local effects of the gas supply shortage caused by the Russian-Ukrainian dispute.
Speaking on behalf of the Committee of the Regions, President Luc Van den Brande voiced his grave concern about the situation in several EU member states including Slovakia and Bulgaria. "The gas crisis is starting to hit the citizens of several EU member states hard, Mr Van den Brande declared. ”It is unacceptable that European citizens are taken hostage in a Russian-Ukrainian dispute and have to live in fear and uncertainty. I therefore appeal to the representatives of local and regional authorities in Russia and the Ukraine to put pressure on their national governments in order to reach a swift solution to the crisis."
http://www.cor.europa.eu/pages/PresentationTemplate.aspx?view=detail&id=dcccef34-fe3b-459f-ae89-2d5b45aae7c9
EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS - See also CONCORD institutional calendar in the "Advocacy Tool" section of CONCORD Extranet

European Commission
9 – 13 February 2009: European Union Sustainable Energy Week

More information: http://www.eusew.eu/ 
25 March – beginning of May (main event 9May): Spring Day for Europe 2009
More information: http://www.springday2009.net/ww/en/pub/spring2009/homepage.htm
2 – 3 April 2009: 2nd European Water Conference 2009. 
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/index_en.htm
23 – 26 June 2009: Green Week 2009 Climate change: act and adapt.
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/home.html
European Parliament 

12 February 2009: High Level Parliamentary Conference on Policy Coherence for Development and Migration
More information: http://www.oecd.org/document/1/0,3343,en_2649_18532957_41848449_1_1_1_1,00.html
VACANCIES

P-3 Programme Officer, Afghanistan

At least 5 years of progressively responsible experience in development, program/project implementation and/or Drug Control and Crime Prevention. Experience in co-ordination of development activities in post-conflict countries is an asset. Previous experience in other international organizations or peacekeeping operations is desirable. Advanced university degree (Master’s degree or equivalent) in sociology, political science, law, international relations, other social science or related humanities fields. A first level university degree with a relevant combination of academic qualifications and experience may be accepted in lieu of the advanced university degree. Fluency in spoken and written English is essential. Knowledge of any language spoken in Afghanistan, in particular Dari or Pashto, is an asset. In order to apply, please complete the official application process by following this link which will take you straight into the job application: http://jobs.un.org/Galaxy/Release3/vacancy/Display_Vac.aspx?lang=1200&VACID=bac82912-b014-4ddb-86db-78d4645bacc9  
Once you have made your application on line, please send an email to Ms. Hikari Rodriguez (rodriguezh@un.org) confirming that you have made your application.  Deadline 24 January 2009
	For more information contact Sylwia Maslowska, CONCORD Secrétariat: assistant@concordeurope.org 
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