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	13 March 2009
EU MONITORING NEWSLETTER

EU Monitoring is the new weekly e-newsletter exclusive to CONCORD Members, monitoring the latest news and events from the EU Institutions, and calls for proposals for development NGOs.

This information is a made of copy/paste articles found on the European Union’s websites.

It does not represent CONCORD point of view.  Click on the titles for more information.
CALLS FOR PROPOSALS – PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS - EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES (Immigration and asylum – Enlargement/Neighbourhood – Humanitarian/Aid – Food, Trade & Agriculture – Lisbon Treaty - Human Rights – Climate Change – Poverty – Crisis – External Relations – Gender – UN Millennium Development Goals – Health – Miscellaneous) – EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS – VACANCIES



CALLS FOR PROPOSALS OPENED TO NGOs 

See also the “Call for proposals” section on CONCORD Extranet that compiles them all.

THEMATIC CALLS
EIDHR - Actions Supporting Human Rights and Democracy Issues
Deadlines for submission: 13 March 2009
This called is launched under the EU Guidelines on Children and Armed Conflict and for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child
Documents: English
Transnational Programme for European Territorial Cooperation MED
Deadlines for submission: 13 March 2009
The MED Programme funds cooperation transnational projects. This call for proposals 2009 is opened to the priority axes of the programme in the whole: innovation, environment, accessibility, sustainable urban development.
Documents: French
European refugee fund 2008-2013 - Community actions

Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call for proposals aims at providing financial support to actions which contribute to the realisation of the European refugee fund's objectives.
Documents: English
REGIONAL ENPI-SOUTH - Mediterranean Environment Programme

Deadline for submission: 3 April 2009
The purpose of this programme is to promote integration of environment issues in other sectors policies and to support the implementation of the Horizon 2020 Initiative Road Map. 
Documents: English
Investing in People - gender equality
Deadline for submission: 7 April 2009
This call, launched by the European Commission, aims at supporting non-State actors in their efforts to fight adult female illiteracy and promoting women's property ownership
Documents: English/Spanish/French/Portuguese 
Investing in People - Access to local culture, protection and promotion of cultural diversity
Deadline for submission: 09 April 2009
This call is launched by the European Commission under the Investing in People Programme for an access to local culture, protection and promotion of cultural diversity
Documents: English/Spanish/French/Portuguese 
GEOGRAPHIC CALLS
Thailand - Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Action in Partner Countries 
Deadline for submission: 13 March 2009

This call is launched under the Non State Actors in Development Programme, focusing on the actions for NAS involvement in Thaïland under the Action in Partner countries part.
Documents: English


Cambodia - Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Action in Partner Countries 
Deadline for submission: 16 March 2009

This call aims to facilitate NSAs’ and LAs’ contribution to poverty alleviation in the context of sustainable development, launched under the NSA and LA programme.
Documents: English
PHILIPPINES - DCI - Dialogue on Governance - Strategic Projects Facility (SPF2) 

Deadline for submission: 16 March 2009

This call is launched under the EU-Philippines Small Projects Facility, which is financed by the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI).

Reference: EuropeAid/126814/L/ACT/PH Documents: English – Delegation website – Information+
Ivory Coast - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country 
Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call finances development actions to set up by NSAs and LAs that aim at promoting the instauration of an integrated and autonomous society in Ivory Coast.

Documents: French
Sri Lanka - Housing support to long term conflict affected IDPs 
Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call contributes to help people affected by the conflict in Sri Lanka under the "Aid to uprooted people" programme

Documents: English
Afghanistan - Non States Actors in Development 
Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call aims at supporting operations aiming at promoting an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries under the NSA in development programme.
Documents: English
Guinea – Initiative fund of rural organisations 
Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call is launched under the "Support Programme to the National confederation of Guinean rural Organisations"
Documents: French
Peru - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country

Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call finances development actions to set up by NSAs and LAs that aim at promoting the instauration of an integrated and autonomous society in Peru.
Documents: Spanish
Brazil - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country

Deadline for submission: 30 March 2009

Local call to support civil society organisations in Brazil.

Documents: English
Sudan - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development



             Deadline for submission: 31 March 2009 






             

This call is launched under the Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development Programme in Sudan and aims at reducing poverty in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 






              

Reference: EuropeAid/127-749/L/ACT/SD Documents: English
Egypt - Local Cultural Activities ENPI 
Deadline for submission: 01 April 2009

This call is launched under the ENPI and is part of the local cultural activities subprogramme that strengthen the links and mutual understanding between peoples of both sides of the Mediterranean
Documents: English
Bangladesh - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries 
Deadline for submission: 01 April 2009

Local call published by the EC delegation in Bangladesh in the framework of the Local actors support programme.
Documents: English
Pakistan - EIDHR 

Deadline for submission: 02 April 2009

This call is launched under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, and aims at strengthening human rights in Pakistan
Documents: English
Hungary - EEA Grants - Accessibility of public institutes providing basic and special social care, basic child welfare care and special children protection care
Deadline for submission: 5 April 2009
This call is launched under the ”Providing Persons with Disabilities with Access with Equal Opportunities in the social sector” Programme financed by the EEA & Norwegian Financial Mechanism and the Public Foundation
Documents: English
EIDHR Russia

Deadline for submission: 6 April 2009
This call contributes to the development and consolidation of democracy and the rule of law and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms in Russia

Documents: English
Vanuatu - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development 
Deadline for submission: 6 April 2009
This call is supporting Non-State actor projects aiming at strengthening the civil society role in Vanuatu.
Documents: English & French
Kazakhstan - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries 

Deadlines for submission: 13 April 2009

The European Commission Delegation to Kazakhstan has just published a call in order to promote civil society organisations and local authorities’ actions

Reference: EuropeAid/127698/M/ACT/CV Documents available in English here + Delegation Website – Information+
Venezuela – Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country 
Deadline for submission: 13 April 2009

This call participates to achieving the overarching objective of the NAS and LA in development programme that is poverty reduction in the context of sustainable development in Venezuela.
Documents: English
Mozambique – Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries 
Deadline for submission: 13 April 2009

This call is launched by the EC Delegation to Mozambique to contribute to the capacity building of local civil society organisations.
Documents: English/Portuguese 
Albania - Card 2006 - Support to Albanian Media
Deadline for submission: 14 April 2009

This call participates to the Albanian policy debate improvement and the Media capacities to monitor the government.
Documents: English
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS


UNESCO requests your contributions through a public consultation for its 2010 EFA Global Monitoring Report. The theme of the 2010 Report is “Reaching and teaching the most marginalized“. The editorial team mentioned that all sources and contribution would be mentioned. 

Click on:

=> NGOs/Nonformal Education Projects Basic Education Survey. 

Its questionnaire is short and can be completed by facilitators (other organisations, academics and other persons) on behalf of NGOs not having access to internet, as well as by NGOs themselves. The editorial team has access to its results to receive your responses and comments. You can also send your documents, evaluations and research to directly to consultation.efareport2010@unesco.org
EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES


Immigration and Asylum
European Commission

Maghreb must take firmer action against people traffickers
On Tuesday 10 March, the European Commission called on the countries of the Maghreb to take firmer action against people traffickers to combat illegal immigration into Europe. “These states have to act quite strongly and seize all these trafficking groups, often linked to organised crime and prostitution,” said Justice, Security and Freedom Commissioner Jacques Barrot, according to AFP. Barrot will visit Lampedusa in Italy and then Malta on Friday 13 and Saturday 14 March. Both islands are the scene of huge arrivals of illegal immigrants. Barrot acknowledged that relations with some countries, such as Morocco, Libya and Algeria, were complicated by the fact that they had not agreed to readmission agreements as part of their partnership with the EU. Such agreements were “very important, because they allow people to be sent back under acceptable conditions,” Barrot said. His visit to Lampedusa and Malta has “a dual purpose: to help fully understand the situation faced by EU coastal states and, at the same time, to ask them to improve the reception of illegal immigrants and asylum seekers,” the commissioner said.
European Parliament

Better school support needed for migrant children, say MEPs

Specially-trained multilingual teachers and extra funding are needed to help the integration of increasingly high numbers of migrant children in European schools, Culture Committee MEPs said.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/038-50632-061-03-10-906-20090302IPR50631-02-03-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm
Council of the European Union

Council calls on Member States which have not yet ended their temporary free movement of labour periods to do so
At their meeting in Brussels on Monday 9 March, the Employment and Social Affairs ministers of the EU adopted conclusions on the professional and geographical mobility of labour and the free movement of workers within the European Union. "The geographical and professional mobility of labour is very important to increase Europe's competitiveness, without causing problems for the social protection and salary systems", said President Petr Necas after the meeting.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Enlargement / Neighbourhood

European Commission

Olli Rehn Hopes Commission will soon draft accession candidacy opinion
On Monday, the Commissioner for enlargement, Olli Rehn, called on Member States to speed up the launch of the “technical” procedure planned at the Council for processing Montenegro's accession request. Normal procedure stipulates that after submitting an accession request, the Council makes a relatively quick request to the Commission to draft an “opinion” on whether the country in question is fulfilling the criteria and conditions for possibly acquiring official “candidate country” status (decision taken by the Council at unanimity). Submitted in December 2008 in Paris, under the French presidency of the EU, Montenegro's candidacy has continually been blocked at the Council working group by the Netherlands and Germany.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Two countries accept under certain conditions, European aid to resolve their border dispute - meeting with Rehn

The European Commissioner for enlargement, Olli Rehn, will be meeting the Slovenian and Croatian foreign ministers, Samuel Zbogar and Gordan Jandrokovic on Tuesday 10 March in Brussels. The objective will be to attempt to reach an agreement on modalities through a mediating r group of international experts, presided by the former Finnish president, Martti Ahtisaari. The latter may help facilitate the bilateral border dispute between the two countries. Commissioner Rehn launched this idea in January in hope of unblocking Croatia's EU accession negotiations, which have been paralyzed by Slovenia. Slovenia quickly indicated that it would support Rehn's initiative and on 9 March, Croatia also announced that it would be able to accept mediation by the group proposed by the Commissioner. Problem: the two countries said they would accept on a number of conditions. Slovenia would like Mr Ahtisaari and his experts to help the two countries find a definitive solution that is legally binding with regard to their borders. Croatia said that the experts' group should be limited to helping the two countries find an agreement on an arrangement that could bring the case to the international court of justice in The Hague. Zagreb also calls for immediate unblocking of accession negotiations. Addressing the press on Monday, the Commissioner Rehn welcomed the in principle agreement by the countries for the initiative but did not hide the fact that the mandate and terms for the experts' group still needed to be worked out. The next accession negotiations conference with Croatia planned for 27 March will very certainly depend on the results of the tripartite consultations on 10 March. On Monday, Rehn said that Croatia's objective to conclude negotiations on accession by the end of this year was realistic, “provided we can unblock it shortly”.

European Parliament

No resolution in sight of Croatia/Slovenia conflict - Rehn criticised - Debate on Croatia, Turkey and FYROM
The European Parliament debated the 2008 progress reports by the Commission on the three applicant countries - Croatia, Turkey and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) in Strasbourg on Wednesday afternoon. Resolutions on the three countries will be adopted on Thursday 12 March.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union

Tirana to apply to join EU before end of June
Albania will submit its application to join the EU before 30 June, Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha has announced. In an interview with AFP, Berisha says that he has received the “green light in principle” from the Czech Presidency of the EU. “We agreed on submitting the request” before the end of June, but the precise date has yet to be decided, he said. The Czech Presidency rejects all talk of any “agreement” with Tirana on its submitting an application in the near future. Diplomats say that, on the contrary, at the meeting with Albanian Foreign Minister Lulzim Basha in Brussels on 24 February, the EU troika encouraged Albania not to rush headlong into applying, but rather to concentrate its efforts on reform and holding the legislative elections on 28 June.

Majority support for accession talks

64% of Icelanders back opening negotiations on accession to the EU, according to a Capacent Gallup poll published on 9 March (28.2% of those surveyed were against). What is curious is that support for the accession, as such, of their country to the EU is only 39.7%, while 45.5% are against, according to a survey of 1,313 Icelanders, carried out between 11 and 25 February. Social Democrat Prime Minister Johanna Sigurdardottir said in February that joining the EU and adopting the euro was “the best option” for Iceland which has been hit hard by the most severe economic recession in its history.

Humanitarian/ Aid

European Commission

Louis Michel on mission to Great Lakes region 10 and 11 March
Louis Michel, the European Commissioner for humanitarian aid will be in the Great Lakes region for high level bi-lateral talks in Rwanda and Burundi on Tuesday 10 March , and Republic of Congo on Wednesday 11 March. At the heart of the discussions common military activities carried out by Rwanda and the RDC tracking rebel Hutus in the region and the regional integration process as part of the economic community in the Great Lakes. Louis Michel is expected to meet the Burundi president Pierre Nkurunziza, Congo President Joseph Kabila, Rwanda foreign minister Rosemary Museminali andAlan Doss, the special representative to the UN Secretary General for the DRC and Head of MONUC (UN mission in the DRC).

EC provides aid worth €700,000 in Pacific island countries

The Commission has taken a humanitarian decision for €700,000 to provide assistance to communities affected by floods in Fiji, the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea. More than 50,000 people will benefit from this decision. There will be a particular focus on actions to treat and prevent the spread of waterborne diseases. The funds are managed by the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid department under the responsibility of Commissioner Louis Michel.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/370&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
EC: humanitarian aid to 12 African countries

The European Commission will provide a total of €247 million in humanitarian aid to vulnerable people in twelve African countries. The following allocations are to be made: Sudan – €110 million; Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) – €45 million; Chad – €30 million; Burundi and refugees in Tanzania – €20 million; the Sahel region (Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, Niger) – €13 million; Uganda – €12 million; Zimbabwe – €5.5 million and Kenya – €3 million. An additional €8.5 million are for ECHO Flight, a special humanitarian air service. All funds are channelled through the Commission's Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO) under the direct responsibility of Commissioner Louis Michel.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/355&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Food, Trade and Agriculture

European Commission

Still no consensus between Twenty-Seven on FTA
Meeting in the 133 Committee on Friday 6 March, the trade experts of the Member States failed to reach a consensus needed to give the green light to the conclusion of a bilateral free-trade agreement with South Korea, negotiations for which were launched in May 2007. After a trip to Berlin at the end of February to try to win over a German government with major misgivings, due to concerns for its automotive industry, Catherine Ashton went before the representatives of the Member States to agree on a compromise between the Twenty-Seven before an eighth- and probably final- table round between the negotiators of the Commission and of the South Korean government in Seoul on 23 and 24 March.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Commission authorises GM oilseed rape T45 in EU

The genetically modified oilseed rape T45 by Bayer CropScience will be authorised in the EU for import, processing, human and animal feed. This was decided by the European Commission on Tuesday 10 March on the basis of a favourable scientific opinion from the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). In a press release, the Commission underlines that this authorisation is “important as it will allow the resumption of imports of oilseed rape in the EU from Canada”. Oilseed rape T45 has undergone genetic engineering to make it resistant to glufosinate ammonium herbicides. As EU member states failed to attain the qualified majority required for approving or rejecting the authorisation, the Commission was entitled to take its own decision.

EC welcomes success of EU sugar reform

The 2006-2009 scheme for the restructuring of the European sugar industry resulted in the renunciation of 5.8 million tonnes of quota, very close to the initial objective of 6 million tonnes. At the end of this 4-year process, a key element of the 2006 sugar reform, EU quota for sugar and isoglucose has been lowered to 14 million tonnes (of which 13.3 million tonnes for sugar). EU sugar production is now concentrated in 18 Member States (as opposed to 23 before the reform) which enjoy favourable agronomic conditions, and nearly 70 percent of production is in 7 Member States with the highest sugar yields. Domestic prices are showing a downward trend consistent with the objective of the reform to achieve a sustainable and competitive EU sugar sector.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/366&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
European Parliament

Ensuring quality of food products
Simplifying marketing standards, keeping consumers better informed especially by including the country of origin on product labels, and providing better protection for European quality products at international level - these are suggestions of the European Parliament, which adopted by a large majority (547 to 37 and 49 abstentions) in Strasbourg on Tuesday 10 March the own-initiative report by Maria Petre (EPP-ED, Romania) on “ensuring food quality: harmonisation or mutual recognition of standards”. The report was adopted without any changes being made compared to the text voted in EP agriculture committee.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Parliament not toeing Greens/PES line on Commission providing explanations about its GMO policy

MEPs who requested an explanation from the Commission to provide them with an explanation about the latter's repeated attempts to force reluctant member states to accept genetically modified MON 810 maize produced by Monsanto, were not supported by the European Parliament. The Greens/EFA request that a Commission declaration be included in the plenary session agenda, together with a vote on a resolution on the subject, was rejected by a very large majority (38 in favour, 111 against) on Monday 9 March in Strasbourg. The request from the PES for a simple declaration from the Commission on the same question was also thrown out (82 votes for, 102 against).

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
WTO
Union calls on Brazil to resist protectionism
According to WTO general secretariat, since its last examination in 2004 of Brazilian trade policy, the country has continued its modernisation and rationalisation of its trade system by increasing the average level of duties. 4.5% in 2004-07 and 6.3% in September 2007 and September 2008, the country's economic growth was helped by greater market competition that aided recent reforms and a good environment.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Other
The British Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, Peter Mandelson, has announced that an international conference organised by the Confederation of British Industry on business and trade will be held in London on 18 March. According to the former European Commissioner, the G20 Business Conference to prepare for the G20 summit to be held in London in April should reaffirm the need to reject protectionist tendencies and remove barriers to international trade.
Lisbon Treaty

European Parliament

Lisbon Treaty: Jean-Luc Dehaene MEP analyses impact of Lisbon Treaty on power balance between European institutions
The European Parliament's Constitutional Affairs Committee has adopted by a large majority Jean-Luc Dehaene's Report analysing the impact of the Lisbon Treaty on the power equilibrium within the European Union.
Jean-Luc Dehaene MEP emphasises that the Lisbon Treaty will lead to important shifts in the competences of the various European institutions. In the future, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union will be on the same footing as regards budgetary powers and legislative work, with co-decision becoming the general rule. Both the Parliament and the Council will need to reorganise themselves in order to cope with this new situation. According to Jean-Luc Dehaene, this entails a re-evaluation of the role of the General Affairs Council, whose composition must be clearly separate from that of the Foreign Affairs Council.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Dehaene, Brok and Leinen reports adopted by constitutional affairs committee

The European Parliament constitutional affairs committee, in Strasbourg on the evening of Monday 9 March, adopted three reports related to the coming into force of the Lisbon Treaty. The first was the report by Jean-Luc Dehaene (EPP-ED, Belgium) on the impact of the new treaty on the development of inter-institutional balance in the EU. As we suggested, MEPs called for the EP to be involved in the appointment of the president of the European Commission after the European elections in June, as if the Lisbon Treaty had already taken effect.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Constitutional affairs committee backs limited role for European Council President and clarity on external representation - Vote on Commission President in July

On 9 March, the report by Jean-Luc Dehaene (EPP-ED, Belgium) on the institutional implications of the Lisbon Treaty was adopted by they EP constitutional affairs committee by 18 votes to 1, with 1 abstention. The main points are:

Permanent President of the European Council. The permanent President of the European Council will have a key role in the strategic development of the EU, but there is no question that this person will be the “President of the European Union”. His/her main task will be to prepare European summits, working closely with the President of the General Affairs Council (according to the EP, this role will be assumed by the prime minister of the country holding the six-monthly Presidency of the EU), the President of the Commission and the High Representative (HR) for the CFSP, who will also be the Commission Vice-President. It will be crucial to maintain a “balanced and collaborative relationship” among these key figures, particularly with regard to the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) for which each will assume certain responsibilities. The choice of the three figures should take account of candidates' relevant capacities and also consider the geographic and demographic diversity of the EU and its member states and also political and gender balance. The permanent President should be appointed as soon as possible after the Lisbon Treaty comes into force so that the mandate corresponds as much as possible with those of the Commission and the EP.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Human Rights
European Parliament

EU puts pressure on Moscow to improve human rights and fundamental freedoms situation
During negotiations on the new framework agreement for partnership with Russia (in progress since July 2008), the EU is expected to put pressure on Moscow to waive the many restrictions imposed on Russian civil society and to respect freedom of expression and association, the European Parliament foreign affairs committee states in a report adopted in Strasbourg on 9 March (35 votes for, 16 against). Intimidation and harassment against human rights activists must stop, the MEPs say in the report drafted by Janusz Onyszkiewicz (ALDE, Poland). Regular EU/Russia consultations on human rights, introduced in 2005, have so far not produced any concrete results and should therefore be revised, they say (this important point was added to the report following adoption of an amendment suggested by Marie Anne Isler Béguin - Greens, France). Renewal of the partnership and cooperation agreement (PCA) with Russia should also provide an occasion to strengthen security of Russian gas supplies, MEPs say. The principles of the Energy Charter (signed but not ratified by Moscow) and the memorandum of understanding on transit should therefore be integrated into the new cooperation agreement, they stress (see related article above). A plenary vote on the report is scheduled for early April.
Climate Change
European Commission

EC dishes the dirt on the importance of soil

A new report made public by the Commission underlines the crucial role that soils can play in mitigating climate change. Soils contain around twice the amount of carbon in the atmosphere and three times the amount to be found in vegetation. Europe's soils are an enormous carbon reservoir, containing around 75 billion tonnes, and poor management can have serious consequences: a failure to protect Europe's remaining peat bogs, for example, would release the same amount of carbon as an additional 40 million cars on Europe's roads. The report, a synthesis of the best available information on the links between soil and climate change, underlines the need to sequester carbon in soils. The technique is cost competitive and immediately available, requires no new or unproven technologies, and has a mitigation potential comparable to that of any other sector of the economy. In line with the Thematic Strategy for soil protection, the current trend of soil degradation needs to be reversed, and soil management practices must be improved if a high rate of soil carbon sequestration is to be achieved.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/353&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Council of the European Union

Conclusions on financial aspects of fight against climate change
On Tuesday 10 March, the Ecofin Council adopted conclusion focusing on international funding of the fight against climate change, in which it reaffirms the EU's determination to reach a comprehensive and ambitious agreement in Copenhagen in December 2009. During the morning, several hundred Greenpeace militants blocked access to EU Council buildings for more than hour before being removed by the police. With supporting banners, they called for decisive action on funding and adaptation to climate change, particularly in southern countries.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Poverty
World Bank
World's Poor Offer Lessons in Bank Study
To be successful, poverty-reducing programmes must be informed by the lives and experiences of the millions of poor people around the world and emphasise economic opportunity, says a study released Wednesday by the World Bank.
"Moving out of Poverty: Success from the Bottom Up" is the latest and most comprehensive study on attitudes about poverty since its predecessor, "Voices of the Poor", was released in 2000. The study is one of the few large-scale comparative research attempts to analyse mobility out of poverty rather than poverty alone.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Crisis
European Parliament

European leaders called on to do more
In three resolutions adopted on Wednesday 11 March ahead of the European Council, and during the debate preceding the vote, the members of the European Parliament called on the heads of state and government to do more to fight the crisis, particularly in terms of employment and the green economy.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Additional measures needed to face financial and economic crisis

The European Parliament said in Strasbourg on Tuesday 10 March that it “strongly believes” that the EU has to take swift action on the world crisis “with additional and coordinated measures that have a direct impact on the economy”; furthermore, the EP says the EU should “support the member states with accompanying actions, particularly those stimulating economic growth, as this would result in encouraging investments by the private sector and therefore help to overcome the danger of job losses, to promote job creation and to support SMEs in the short and longer term”.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union
Key messages to spring European Council

During their meeting on 9 March in Brussels, EU27 employment and social affairs ministers decided to tackle the negative impact of the economic and financial crisis. They agreed that despite the crisis, reforms should not be delayed. Ministers approved their key messages for the spring summit, modification of the European fund for globalisation, their conclusions on “new skills for new jobs”, “vocational and geographic mobility for workers and their free movement in the European Union”, as well as the draft for a new directive on maternity leave, 2009 employment reports, social protection and social inclusion.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
External relations 
European Parliament

On Thursday 5 March, a delegation from the Party of European Socialists (PES) began a contact and information visit to the Israeli and Palestinian authorities in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ramallah and Bethlehem. During this mission, which ended on 8 March, MEPs (Richard Howitt, Jamila Madeira, Pasqualina Napoletano and Pierre Shapira) had meetings with the Israeli department of foreign affairs. They then met Israeli and Palestinian political figures and civil society representatives, including members of the Palestinian Authority.
Council of the European Union

COFACC discusses trans-Atlantic relations, particularly with Mexico
The customary conference of presidents of the parliamentary committees for European Union foreign affairs opened on Monday 9 March in Prague. The main theme chosen by the two chambers at the Czech parliament were trans-Atlantic relations: security and economic dimension . The Czech presidency decided that one of its priorities would be the European Union in the world. In a letter co-signed by the president of the Czech Senate and chamber of deputies (Jiri Dienstbier and Jan Hamacek), they said that trans-Atlantic relations were required “given that we are aware that Europe only has limited influence in international events (…) Without a stable trans-Atlantic heading, the capacity for action in the European Union's policy as a global actor would be restricted”.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
In Brussels, Joe Biden confirms Washington's intention to extend hand of cooperation to moderate Taliban in Afghanistan
Transatlantic relations, Iran, the Middle East and Afghanistan were the focus of discussion during the working lunch for EU High Representative for CFSP Javier Solana, Czech Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg, Czech Deputy Prime Minister Alexandr Vondra (current presidency of the EU), External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner, Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt (next EU presidency) and NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer. The lunch was held on Tuesday 10 March in Brussels with the vice-president of the United States, Joe Biden. On the subject of Afghanistan, Mr Biden confirmed that the United States is willing to extend a hand to moderate Taliban to pacify the country (Barack Obama spoke along these lines on Sunday when speaking to The New York Times). Mr Biden said in Brussels that he considers it is worthwhile to enter into contact with the moderates and to determine whether there are any who wish to take part in a stable, safe Afghan state. Solana pointed out that Europeans are not able to step up their military effort in Afghanistan but that they are willing to provide civilian assistance to redress the country.

Vondra restates importance of transatlantic partnership and EU relations with neighbours

The Conference of the Foreign Affairs Committee Chairpersons (COFACC) of the EU ended in Prague on Tuesday 10 March. In his concluding address, Czech Deputy Prime Minister with responsibility for European Affairs Alexandr Vondra set out his three wishes: (1) rapprochement between the EU and NATO: “21 EU members are members of NATO,” he said, adding that “it is time that the EU works alongside NATO to maintain world security”; Vondra said he had spoken to Pierre Lellouche, recently appointed France's Special Representative for Pakistan and Afghanistan, about sending European instructors to train the Afghan military police; (2) greater attention to be given to the EU's neighbours: while welcoming the Union for the Mediterranean and the Eastern Partnership, Vondra said that “enlargement is still the most effective foreign policy instrument” and he called for negotiations with the Balkan states and Turkey to continue; (3) more energy than ever in transatlantic relations: the influence the EU can have on US foreign policy is “a source of its influence on the rest of the world,” Vondra said, and he hoped that the EU would work hand-in-hand with the US “on the Middle East, Iran, the Caucasus, Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan and also on energy security, climate change and the organisation of the financial world”.

The next COFACC meeting will take place on the island of Gotland in Sweden on 6-7 September.

Gender 

European Commission

On Tuesday 10 March in Brussels, the Commissioners Group on Fundamental Rights, Anti-discrimination and Equal Opportunities met in the context of International Women's Day. This extraordinary session took stock of progress under the existing 2006-2010 Roadmap on gender equality and discussed future challenges for EU gender equality policy. A Commission press release indicated that this event provided an opportunity to exchange views with key stakeholders on future challenges for EU gender equality.
UN Millennium Development Goals
European Commission

Commission signs first MDG Contract with Zambia
The European Commission has committed €225 million to the Government of Zambia for a 6 year period (2009-2014) to support the country's efforts to improve the efficiency of its poverty-focused public programmes and to accelerate progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). Zambia is the first country to sign this form of enhanced general budget support called "MDG Contract" to highlight the contractual nature of this predictable, long-term financial commitment and its focus on MDG-related results, most notably in health and education.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/356&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Health
Other
Better prevention of infectious diseases in pregnant women
The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) highlights the importance of screening and vaccination to protect pregnant women against infectious diseases and safeguard their unborn children from the consequences of such diseases.

In a special edition of the journal Eurosurveillance published online on 5 March (www.eurosurveillance.org), eight articles address various aspects of congenital diseases caused by different pathogens, such as the parasite Toxoplasma gondii, cytomegalovirus (CMV) and the rubella or hepatitis B viruses. Despite the availability of safe and effective vaccines, cases of congenital rubella and varicella syndrome still occur in Europe. Portugal, with a rate of 1.05%, has one of the highest prevalences of congenital CMV infection in Europe. The study presented in the epidemiological journal highlights a lack of public awareness of this infection. The increase in screening for three pathogenic agents (HIV, Syphilis and hepatitis B) in pregnant women in the United Kingdom has brought a definite improvement in the situation since 2000. Screening uptake for the three infections is now over 95%; the study estimates prevalences of 0.34% for HIV infections, 0.11% for hepatitis B and 0.44% for syphilis. A short report from Greece indicates high rates of chronic hepatitis B infection and low vaccination-induced protection rates among pregnant women of immigrant origin.
Miscellaneous
European Commission

The European Ombudsman, Nikiforos Diamandouros, has opened a new investigation into European Commission payment delays. This follows complaints by companies, charities, NGOs, universities and other organisations involved in EU financed contracts and projects. The Ombudsman wants to know what measures the Commission has recently taken to tackle late payments. This investigation is part of the follow-up on the most recent investigation into late payments that the Ombudsman closed in July 2008. At the time, the Ombudsman pointed out that although progress had been made, the Commission was still encountering serious difficulties to execute payments in reasonable time. He decided to launch this new investigation in order to take into account the new figures reflecting the Commission's performance in 2008.
European Parliament

In Strasbourg on Tuesday 10 March, the European Parliament adopted the report by Vladimír Maòka (PES, Slovakia) on guidelines for the 2010 budget for institutions other than the European Commission by 610 votes to 21, with 41 abstentions. MEPs deplored the fact that the visitors' centre would not be established before the 2009 elections and requested full information as to the reasons for this delay. The EP pointed out that 2010 would be a year when the Parliament, after the 2009 European elections and the changes to its composition that that would bring, gradually resumed full activity. It noted that this implied a number of budgetary adjustments.

In Strasbourg on Tuesday 10 March, the EP adopted the report by Gabriele Stauner (EPP-ED, Germany) by a huge majority of 647 votes to 8, with 19 abstentions. It thus welcomed “the overall progress” made in the development of the European Commission's Action Plan on an integrated internal supervision framework. It noted that most of the measures had been implemented and that most of the gaps identified had been addressed. The EP regretted that Action 4 of the Action Plan (determining the basic principles to be considered regarding the risks to be tolerated in the underlying transactions) had yet to be implemented.

 EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS - See also CONCORD institutional calendar in the "Advocacy Tool" section of CONCORD Extranet

European Commission
25 March – beginning of May (main event 9May): Spring Day for Europe 2009
More information: http://www.springday2009.net/ww/en/pub/spring2009/homepage.htm
2–3 April 2009: 2nd European Water Conference 2009

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/index_en.htm
31 May 2009: Development Youth Prize 2009: Focus on Africa Human Development

More information: http://www.dyp2008.org/ww/en/pub/dyp2008/info.htm
23–26 June 2009: Green Week 2009 Climate change: act and adapt.
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/home.html
European Parliament
25 March 2009: 1st STAKEHOLDERS MEETING EDDs 2009
30-31 March 2009: DEVE, BUGD Committees

Before 31 March 2009: European Essay Competition Devoted to the 2009 European Parliament Elections

More information: http://parliament.europe.bg/en/index.php?category=374&id=19473
1 April 2009: Screening of the film “The Strangest Dream”
Council of the European Union

16-17 March 2009: Genreal Affairs Council

19-20 March 2009: European Council

23-24 March 2009: AgriFish Council

25, 27 March 2009: Coreper I

26-27 March 2009: Cohesion Policy Conference (Prague)
27 March 2009: Gymnich (Informal Foreign Affairs Meeting)

Other
17 March 2009: World Bank European Executive Directors visit to Brussels Cocktail Reception 

21 March 2009: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling against Racism and Racial Discrimination
25–26 March 2009: 1st EURO-AFRICA Cooperation Forum (Brussels)
29 March – 3 April 2009: Global Symposium on Men as Partners in Achieving Gender Equality (Rio de Janeiro)
2–3 April 2009: "Culture et création, facteurs de développement" http://www3.nfb.ca/webextension/strangest-dream/
VACANCIES

UN vacancies:
Interested candidates are invited to visit the UNFCCC vacancy page at:

http://unfccc.int/secretariat/employment/recruitment .  
Qualified and experienced women and nationals from developing countries are especially encouraged to apply.

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/010/SDM

Post Title: Associate Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of process management, technical and substantive support for the implementation of the work program on the accreditation of operational entities.

Post Level: P-2

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 20 March 2009

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/012/SDM

Post Title: Associate Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of substantive input to the JI-PCT's work related to the JI project cycle, in particular regarding projects implemented under the verification procedure under the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee (JISC).

Post Level: P-2

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 27 March 2009

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/013/SDM

Post Title: Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of substantive support on policies, systems, standards, and services related to the JI project cycle work (determinations, verifications) under the verification procedure under the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee (JISC).

Post Level: P-3

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 27 March 2009
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