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	13 FEBRUARY 2009
EU MONITORING NEWSLETTER

EU Monitoring is the new weekly e-newsletter exclusive to CONCORD Members, monitoring the latest news and events from the EU Institutions, and calls for proposals for development NGOs.

This information is a made of copy/paste articles found on the European Union’s websites.

It does not represent CONCORD point of view.  Click on the titles for more information.
CALLS FOR PROPOSALS – PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS - EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES (Immigration and asylum – Enlargement/Neighbourhood – Humanitarian/Aid – Food, Trade & Agriculture – Cotonou/Doha/ACP – Lisbon Treaty - Human Rights – Climate Change – Children – EP Elections 2009 – Sustainable Development – Development – Environment – External Relations – Protectionism and social rights) – EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS



CALLS FOR PROPOSALS OPENED TO NGOs 

See also the “Call for proposals” section on CONCORD Extranet that compiles them all.

THEMATIC CALLS
"Europe for Citizens" - Action 2 – Active civil society in Europe - Support for projects initiated by civil society organisations
Deadline for submission: 15 February 2009

This call is launched under the Europe for Citizens programme action 2 for projects promoting the idea of Europe.
Documents: English
Prevention of and fight against crime - Operating grants
Deadline for submission: 16 February 2009

This call aims at supporting the implementation of the annual activity programme of non-governmental organisations, for the Security and Safeguarding liberties 
Documents: English
Prevention of and fight against crime - Framework partnership agreements
Deadline for submission: 16 February 2009

This call is launched under the Prevention of and fight against crime, under the Framework partnership agreement 
Documents: English
Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Public awareness and education for development in Europe
Deadline for submission: 17 February 2009

This call is launched in order to support to actions in the EU and acceding countries aiming at raising public awareness of development issues and promoting education for development


Documents: English
Support to research and training initiatives in the justice and human rights fields
Deadline for submission: 23 February 2009

This call has been launched under the Support Programme to the Good Governance that aims at promoting a context of good participative governance and a State of law.

Reference: EuropeAid/127949/M/ATC/BI Documents: English
CIUDAD - Cooperation in Urban Development and Dialogue

Deadlines for submission: 27 February 2009
This call is launched under the CIUDAD Programme that aims at promoting mutual understanding, dialogue and cooperation between local actors in the EU and in the partner countries of the Neighborhood region (ENPI region)  

Reference: EuropeAid/127778/C/ACT/Multi Documents: English and French - Information
GEOGRAPHIC CALLS
KAZAKHSTAN - EIDHR - Country Based Support Scheme 

Deadlines for submission: 16 February 2009

This call, launched by the European Commission delegation to Kazakhstan, aims at strengthening the role of civil society

Documents available in English here
SLOVAKIA - Support for Environmental Non-governmental Organisations - Environmental projects in Slovakia

Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call enables an application for a grant from the Block Grant which notably aims at increasing the capacity of environmental NGOs to effectively participate in public discussions, and enhancing common understanding between the non-profit and public sector.

Documents: Call Notice – Guidelines – Information+
EIDHR - Democracy and human rights in Costa Rica
Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call is launched under the thematic funding instrument for external aid to support projects that promote democracy and human rights in Costa Rica.

References: EuropeAid/127903/L/ACT/CR - Documents: English
EIDHR - Democracy and human rights in Panama
Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call is launched under the thematic funding instrument for external aid to support projects that promote democracy and human rights in Panama.
References: EuropeAid/127932/L/ACT/PA - Documents: English
SRI LANKA: Non State Actors in Development 
Deadline for submission: 19 February 2009

This call is launched under the Non State Actors and Local Authorities programme for Sri Lanka. 

References: EuropeAid/127932/L/ACT/PA - Documents: English
BURUNDI - Support to the communal planning process for the Bujumbura Mairie towns 

Deadlines for submission : 20 February 2009

This call is financed by the 9th European Development Funds

Reference: EuropeAid/127817/M/ACT/BI Documents: French - Information
ETHIOPIA - EDF - Support to local research institutions 

Deadline for submission: 20 February 2009

This call is launched under the Trade Capacity Building Programme, financed by the 9th European Development Fund

Reference: EuropeAid/127934/D/ACT/ET Documents: French – Information+
BANGLADESH - Small Initiatives by Local Innovative NGOs (SMILING)

Deadline for submission: 21 February 2009
This is the second of three planned Call for Proposals financed under the Small Initiative by Local Innovative NGOs (SMILING) Programme.

Reference: EuropeAid/BD/L/127-716 Documents: English – Delegation Website – Information+
NICARAGUA - European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)

Deadlines for submission: 23 February 2009

This call is launched under the EIRDH Programme and meets the objectives fixed by the 2007/2010 strategy

Reference: EuropeAid/127861/L/ACT/NI Documents: Spanish – Information – Delegation website
BURUNDI - FED - Campagne d'information sur le processus de décentralisation 

Deadline for submission: 23 February 2009

Cet appel, financé par le 9ème Fonds Européen de Développement, vise à informer le public burundais sur le processus de décentralisation de l'Etat.

Reference: EuropeAid/127945/M/ACT/BI Documents: French – Information+
RWANDA – Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries

Deadlines for submission : 26 February 2009

This call is launched under the Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development programme that aims notably at reaching the Millennium Development Goals

Documents: English
El Salvador
: Non state actors and local authorities in development

      

Deadline for submission: 26 February 2009

This call is launched by the EC delegation to El Salvador in order to reinforce capacities of non state actors and local authorities.








              

Reference: EuropeAid/127979/L/ACT/SV Documents: English
SWITCH-Asia - Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Deadlines for submission: 27 February 2009

This call aims at awarding grants to design projects developing Sustainable Consumption and Production schemes in Asia

Reference: EuropeAid/127660/C/ACT/Multi Documents: English
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS


Jacques Malpel from DG Development is planning on developing a concept note on TVET (Technical and Vocational Education and Training) during this summer 2009, beginning with a Members State experts meeting, possibly in June. The intention would then be to write a staff working paper in 2010, although this suggestion has not yet been formally approved in DG Dev. Since there are so many stakeholders, he would like to organise a consultation through CONCORD in 2009. 

EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES


Immigration and Asylum
European Commission

€20 million in support of Libya to fight against illegal immigration
The European commissioner for external relations, Benita Ferrero-Waldner, made a visit to Libya where she chaired the opening session of the Euro-Libyan negotiations for a cooperation agreement. At the session, she announced the granting of €20 million to support the fight against illegal immigration and informed the press that “today, I have given the Libyan government aid for strengthening border controls”. The European commissioner pointed out that the EU and Libya have been cooperating on immigration issues since 2004. Two projects have already been funded as part of the thematic “Migration and right to asylum” programme with one focusing on border controls with Niger and the other on assistance for the voluntary return of immigrants. A third project is expected to be launched at the beginning of 2009. Bilateral cooperation has also been developed, particularly with Italy, which involves mixed patrols set up to contain rising flows of migration. According to figures provided by the Italian home office, the number of illegal immigrants has risen to almost 37,000 - a 75% annual increase.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
EU to lift visa requirement for six countries
On Thursday 12 February, the European Commission approved legal instruments aimed at setting up a visa-free system between the EU and six countries: Antigua, Barbuda, the Bahamas, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Mauritius, Barbados and Seychelles. The Commission approves the draft Council Decisions on the signature and conclusion of short-stay visa waiver agreements with these six countries. Vice-President Jacques Barrot, Commissioner responsible for Justice, Liberty and Security, declared, “Sometimes Europe is unfairly named 'Fortress Europe'. Today, I have the pleasure of announcing the launch of the procedure to ratify agreements which will facilitate travel between the EU Member States and Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Mauritius, Barbados and Seychelles. This is great news for nationals of these countries and EU citizens who will soon be able to travel to these countries without requiring short stay visas". The agreements provide for visa-free travel for the citizens of the European Union and for the citizens of the six countries - holders of all passports (diplomatic, service and ordinary) - between their territories for stays not exceeding three months. The agreements cover all categories of travellers, except for the category of persons travelling for the purpose of carrying out a paid activity, for which each Member State and also the six countries remain free to impose the visa requirement in accordance with the applicable Community or national law. About 800.000 European citizens travel to these countries per year. The Proposals on signature and conclusion are to be submitted to the Council for adoption. The European Parliament is consulted on the draft decisions on the conclusion of the agreements.

Council of the European Union
The Czech Republic has said it will provide immigrant workers who have lost their jobs since the beginning of the crisis, and who agree with the scheme, with €500 and an air ticket to return home to their countries of origin, the Czech minister for the interior and chair of the EU Home Affairs Council, Ivan Langer, announced on Monday 9 February. This initiative is part of a series of measures aimed at reducing security risks fuelled by the growing unemployment among immigrant workers, Mr Langer said. He announced that, initially, the government would earmark €2.83 million for the repatriation of around 2,000 persons.
Other

Amnesty denounces risk of expulsion for hundreds of migrants held in Lampedusa

Amnesty International has announced that over 1,600 migrants currently held on the Italian island of Lampedusa are at risk of being forcibly returned to their home countries. “All those on the island are at risk of being returned without access to a fair procedure for examining their asylum claims or the opportunity to challenge their deportation”, the NGO warned on 6 February. Some 150 migrants on Lampedusa have already been returned to their countries of origin by the authorities since 1 January 2009. The Italian minister of the interior recently said that 500 Tunisian migrants would be expelled over the next two months, under an agreement Italy had reached with Tunisia on the return of illegal migrants. “International human rights and refugee law oblige the authorities to allow any migrant to seek asylum through fair and satisfactory procedures and grant protection against return to a country where they would be at risk of serious human rights violations”, said David Diaz-Jogeix, Deputy Director of Amnesty International's Europe and Central Asia Programme. In January, the Italian government set up a new policy whereby identification and asylum procedures for all migrants arriving by sea in Lampedusa are carried out in a new detention and identification centre placed on the island. The detention centre in question is able to take in 850 migrants. On 23 January, the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) expressed concern over the conditions in the detention centre and called on the Italian authorities to take all necessary steps to address the detainees' difficult humanitarian situation.
Enlargement / Neighbourhood

European Commission

Opinions differ over request for accession announced for end OF June - Belgrade hopes visas will be liberalised by end of year
Serbia intends to present its request for EU membership by 30 June despite the negative opinion of the Commission which recommends that Belgrade wait for implementation of the interim stabilisation and association agreement (SAA), currently blocked by the Netherlands. “We will apply for membership during the Czech Presidency independently of whether the interim SAA is unblocked or not”, said Serb Deputy Prime Minister Ivica Daèiæ, speaking to the press after an interview with Commissioner Olli Rehn on 9 February in Brussels. Mr Daèiæ explained that, pending approval of the Netherlands (which was still calling for the arrest of Radko Mladic as irrefutable proof of Serbia's full cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia), his government had decided to apply the agreement “unilaterally”. Mr Rehn welcomes this unilateral application but nonetheless recommends that Serb authorities await formal and official implementation of the interim SAA before candidature. The reasons are clear, the commissioner explained, saying that, in order for the Commission to be able to give a positive opinion to a request for accession, the applicant country must have a convincing track record showing it is able to correctly implement the association agreement or, in the case of the Balkan states, its stabilisation and association agreement. It must also have made progress in the various reforms required by the EU.

Visas. After over a year of talks on abolishing visas, the Commission plans to present a report, in April, on Belgrade's compliance, or failure to comply, with the criteria. If the assessment is positive, the Commission will immediately suggest visa liberalisation to the Council, Mr Rehn announced. Mr Daèiæ said he was convinced his country would be able to comply with all criteria by April. This should allow the EU to waive the visa obligation by the end of this year, he said.
European Parliament

MEPs voice concern about slowdown in reform (especially political) in Turkey and impact this will have on membership talks
The slowdown of reform in Turkey for the third consecutive year worries the European Parliament which calls on the Turkish government to “prove its political will to continue the reform process to which it committed itself in 2005” just before membership talks were initiated with the EU. In the draft resolution on progress made by Turkey in 2008, drafted by Ria Oomen-Ruijten (EPP-ED, NL) and adopted by the EP foreign affairs committee on 11 February, MEPs express concern about the “ongoing polarisation within Turkish society and between the main political parties” which increased in 2008 and which “negatively affected” not only the way the political institutions worked but also the reform process. Political reforms are particularly important for continuing accession negotiations, MEPs say, regretting that “no comprehensive programme of political reform has been adopted” by the government. Turkey has to date opened only 10 of the 35 chapters for negotiation with the EU. In 2008, only four new chapters have been started, including two under the French EU Presidency (freedom of capital movement, information society and media). A single chapter (science and research) has been provisionally closed since talks began in October 2005.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Humanitarian/ Aid

European Commission

Haiti: Michel supports the country's development efforts

Louis Michel, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, is on a two-day visit to Haiti. He began by inaugurating the European Commission's new humanitarian office in Port-au-Prince before going on to meet the Prime Minister and to address the Haitian Parliament. Tomorrow he will officially open the works for the upgrading of the highway between Mirebalais and Hinche, in the centre of the country.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/226&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Commission allocates €27 million for capacity-building for international humanitarian organisations 

The European Commission announced on Thursday 12 February that it had adopted a new funding decision for €27 million to strengthen global humanitarian preparedness and the response capacity of international organisations - the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), UNICEF, the World Food Programme (WFP), WHO, UNOCHA, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent, the FAO, the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) and their main partners.

This support for global humanitarian capacity-building, funded by the Commission's humanitarian aid department (ECHO) will be targeted on improving international coordination, integrated logistics, common approaches to rapid, multi-sectoral assessment to boost effective, evidence-based humanitarian decision-making. The aim is to fill the gaps that have been noted on the ground in respect of logistics, pre-positioning and disaster preparedness in sectors such as health, water/sanitation, shelter, food assistance and protection.

Food, Trade and Agriculture

European Commission

Commission suggests Council compel Austria to lift safeguard measures on two authorised GMO crops
On Tuesday 10 February, the European Commission announced it had referred its proposals to the Council of Ministers with a view to forcing Austria to repeal its national measures banning two varieties of genetically modified maize lines on Austrian territory - MON 810 and T25, legally authorised in the EU.

The Commission bases its decision on the scientific opinion of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). On 4 December 2008, EFSA said that nothing, in the current state of science, confirmed information provided in November 2007 by Austria to justify keeping its measures in place. EFSA considered that the harmful effect of these two GMO maize lines on human and animal health and on the environment in Austria were unlikely.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
EU Trade Commissioner Ashton in Southern Africa

EU Trade Commissioner Catherine Ashton will travel to Southern Africa from the 9th to 12th of February, visiting South Africa and Botswana. She will hold talks with key government leaders with a view to moving forward the bilateral and region-to-region trade relationships. A key goal of the visit is to discuss the Economic Partnership Agreement with Southern African countries. Aside from meeting government leaders from South Africa and Botswana, Commissioner Ashton will also have a joint meeting with Angolan, Namibian, and South African (ANSA) ministers while in South Africa and a meeting with ministers from the Southern African Development Community (SADC) while in Botswana.

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/229&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
European Parliament

First skirmishes in reform of Common Fisheries Policy - Spain critical of quota system 

The European Parliament fisheries committee held its first debate on the reform of the common fisheries policy (CFP) in Brussels on Tuesday 10 February. There was criticism of the system of quotas from the Spanish government and British MEPs.

European Fisheries Commissioner Joe Borg said: “We have to get out of the current situation, where too many boats are chasing too few fish”. Thus, structural changes would be required to ensure the long-term sustainability of the fishing industry. There had, also, to be a halt, the commissioner said, to fishing too much and throwing fish back into the sea. “We have to restore the productivity of our oceans and seas,” he added. The marketing of fisheries products, too, needed to be reformed. Structural improvements were required to help the EU meet the challenges of increasing imports and more demanding consumers. The commissioner also spoke about eco-labelling, which would bring an added value to certain products.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
EU pesticides package: reactions

The recent European parliament ban on 22 substances linked to cancer is a step too far for agriculture committee chair Neil Parish. MEPs last month voted to tighten rules on pesticide use banning 22 chemicals believed to be harmful to human health. Writing in the latest issue of the Parliament Magazine, Neil Parish, chair of parliament’s agriculture committee, argues that the parliament’s decision was deeply flawed and based on an unscientific approach.

http://www.theparliament.com/latestnews/news-article/newsarticle/eu-pesticides-package-takes-no-account-of-risk-says-senior-mep/
EU pesticides regulations to undermine fight against malaria

The European Parliament's proposal to tighten regulation on agricultural pesticides risks making many common insecticides illegal. This will have a devastating effect on the fight against malaria in poor countries, according to a new report from the Campaign for Fighting Diseases. Effective malaria control relies on insecticides, mostly derived from commercial agricultural insecticides. Banning them will not only discourage their manufacture for public use (based on unprofitability) but will also reduce their supply, lead to price increase and leave millions at greater risk of malaria. Over 1 million people die from malaria every year, mainly in the world's poorest countries. The new legislation could also prevent people in poor countries from using EU-banned insecticides.

http://www.africanexecutive.com/modules/magazine/articles.php?article=3997&magazine=211
Cotonou / Doha / ACP 

WTO

Key negotiators say progress made in 2008 provides “solid basis” for agreement in 2009
In a meeting chaired by Swiss Economy Minister Doris Leuthard and WTO Director General Pascal Lamy on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos on 31 January, trade ministers from some 20 key countries in Doha Round negotiations, including those of Australia, Brazil, China, India and Japan along with European Commissioner Catherine Ashton, noted the major progress made in 2008, which, they said, “provides a solid basis for the swift resolution of remaining differences in 2009”. The declaration adopted, which received the backing of US Ambassador to the WTO Peter Allgeier, who is acting American representative until the appointment of Ron Kirk is approved by Congress, argues for open trade to stimulate the economy and against new trade and export restrictions. Leuthard said she would like the WTO to hold a ministerial meeting before the G20 summit in London on 2 April, in the hope that trade would feature on the agenda for the summit which will debate the reform of the international financial system. Apart from the US unknown, the political timetable is not conducive to success in the Doha Round with the prospect of general elections in India in April or May and before September in Japan, and the new Commission being appointed in November. Several sources in Geneva, feel that it is more likely that there will be a WTO ministerial meting at the end of July or the start of September. Addressing the WTO General Council on 3 February, Lamy said he was impatient for the G20 summit to provide fresh impetus for the Round.
ACP

Solomons takes over ACP Presidency

The Presidency of the ACP Group is a rotating position held by one of the six ACP regions every six months. It was the turn of the Pacific bloc, and Solomon Islands were chosen as the representative of the region. The continues negotiations of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the European Union remains one of the major issues which will dominate Solomon Islands six-month Presidency of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group. Another important issue due for consideration under Honiara's Presidency is the revision of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement between the ACP Group and the EU. Adopted in 2000, the Agreement is reviewed every five years.

http://www.solomontimes.com/news.aspx?nwID=3531
Other

Cotonou Agreement: a critique of ‘abstraction’

This paper from Mark Langan (Manchester University) seeks to demonstrate the relevance of a ‘human political economy’ in examining the qualitative connections between economic growth - specifically private sector growth - and the provision of ‘human needs’ within developing societies. It does this through consideration of studies of the ‘partnership’ between the African, Caribbean and Pacific states (ACPs) and the European Union (EU), most recently under the ACP-EU Cotonou Agreement signed in 2000. The Cotonou treaty is seen here as an example of a growing number of North-South agreements that have married ‘human needs’ discourse to laissez-faire strategies encouraging private sector expansion. The cultivation of a human political economy focussed on direct field engagement with individuals and communities within commodity chains of North-South trade is thus argued to be pivotal if we are more fully to understand the human realities of agreements such as Cotonou and therein to assess them on their own normative ‘human needs’ territory.

http://erdt.plymouth.ac.uk/mionline/public_html/viewarticle.php?id=68&layout=html
Lisbon Treaty

European Commission

Jean-Luc Dehaene proposes procedure and calendar for new European Commission 

On 9 February, the EP's constitutional affairs committee held a first exchange of views on Jean-Luc Dehaene's (EPP-ED, Belgium) draft report on the impact of the Lisbon treaty on the development of the EU's institutional balance. The lack of antagonistic views in this first debate (almost all speakers from the different political groups welcomed the “exceptional” quality of the work carried out by the former Belgian prime minister) suggest adoption of the report without too many difficulties by the parliamentary committee (vote on 23 March) and the plenary at the end of April.

The rapporteur proposes that the European Parliament is involved in the appointment of the European Commission's next president after the June European elections, as if the Lisbon treaty were already in application. Even if the Treaty of Nice is still in force, Heads of State and governments will “officially” have to take into account, “the spirit of Lisbon” and the increase in EP powers as acquired under the new treaty, explained Mr Dehaene. This idea is in danger of not going down too well at the Czech presidency of the EU, which would like the European Council to appoint José Manuel Barroso's successor in June (under its presidency) in accordance with the Treaty of Nice procedure. Moreover, according to the scenario proposed by Mr Dehaene, this decision is not expected to be taken before July (under the Swedish presidency) so that there is enough time for consultation with the new EP elected.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union

The recent statements by French President Nicolas Sarkozy against relocation of the French motor industry to the Czech Republic could have an adverse effect on ratification of the Lisbon Treaty by the Czech parliament, according to the Czech prime minister and president-in-office of the European Council, Mirek Topolánek. “It is incredible. (…) If someone wanted to really jeopardise the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty he could not have chosen a better way and a better time”, Topolánek said in the daily, Hospodarske. On 5 February during a televised interview, Mr Sarkozy had said he wanted to stop relocation and bring industry back. “It is justified to create a Renault factory in India to sell Renaults to the Indians but creating a plant in the Czech Republic to sell cars in France is not justified”, the French president said.
Other

German constitutional court harbours doubts

The future of the Lisbon Treaty, which is still awaiting ratification in Ireland and the Czech Republic, appears even more uncertain following two days of appeals at the German constitutional court on 10-11 February as part of a complaint lodged by several opponents of the text. Those lodging the complaint (a very mixed group that contains a Conservative Bavarian MP and the radical left “Linke” party) are asking the supreme court to check whether the new treaty complies with fundamental German law, and if the transfer of sovereignty planned in the treaty deprives the German parliament of its prerogatives. The Bundestag and the Bundesrat approved the Lisbon Treaty a long time ago but the president of the republic, Horst Köhler, is waiting for the court's verdict, expected at the beginning of the summer, before signing the ratification law. On Tuesday, in an encounter with the judges, representatives from the German government (the minister for foreign affairs, Frank-Walter Steinmeier and the minister of the interior, Wolfgang Schäuble) defended the treaty. The latter argued that “member states remain masters of the treaties…You really can't say in the slightest that this means removing the Bundestag's competencies today or tomorrow with the Lisbon Treaty”. According to the German press, the judges do not appear totally convinced. During Tuesday's appeals, several judges appeared “very sceptical” about the scale of national competencies transferred by the Lisbon Treaty to the EU, particularly police and legal cooperation involving cases of criminal law. Fundamental German law (Article 146) stipulates the holding of a referendum in the event of a new constitutional order seeking to replace it. The Süddeutsche Zeitung concluded that the constitutional court might possibly decide, therefore, that the Lisbon Treaty has to be approved in Germany by way of a referendum. Werner Langen (EPP-ED) MEP believes, on the other hand, that there is “no reason to panic”. Every major European text, such as the Maastricht Treaty or the draft European constitution of 2005, involved going to the German constitutional court. Mr Langen affirmed that “until now, the court's verdicts have always favoured Germany's European integration. I don't see why is should be different this time”.
Human Rights
European Commission

Commissioner Barrot questioned on upsurge of xenophobia in Italy 

On Monday 9 February, Renate Weber, MEP, wrote to the vice-president of the European Commission, Jacques Barrot, asking him to clarify the position of the European executive body on the worrying escalation of xenophobia in Italy against Romanian citizens. “I believe that public speeches and actions of the Italian authorities targeting Romanian citizens, as well as the mass media campaign against them, are practices that could and should be debated at European Union level, in accordance to Article 6 from the EU Treaty”, Ms Weber writes. She asks whether the Commission plans to call on the Italian authorities for a detailed report on the situation in Italy with a view to clarifying the extent to which Italy is seriously and persistently in breach of the principles of Article 6 of the EU Treaty. Ms Weber also wants to know whether the Commission has received from the Italian authorities the plan for social, living and educational measures targeting the populations of nomad camps, more than 5 months since the end of the finger-printing campaign. Finally, she calls on Mr Barrot to say whether the European Commission is aware of any other instances where authorities of one member state have obtained that EU citizens coming from another member state, convicted by the authorities of the country of residence, serve their prison term in the state of origin.
European Parliament

Reinforcing human rights dimension

The subcommittee on human rights of the European Parliament held a hearing in Brussels on Tuesday 10 February under the chairmanship of Hélène Flautre (Greens, France), on the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). Attending the session were the director in charge of the Mediterranean and the Middle East for the European Commission - Toma Dupla del Moral, Michel Tubiana - a member of the executive committee of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) and Michael Emerson - an associate researcher with the Centre For European Policy Studies (CEPS). Egypt, the co-president of the UfM, was formally invited, but turned down the invitation.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Hearing on anonymous birth launches debate on need for European legislation

Anonymous birth, a highly controversial subject as it touches upon fundamental rights, was the subject of an exchange of views and experience between MEPs and experts in Brussels on Tuesday 10 February. The question of knowing whether or not to legislate at European level was part of that debate. On this issue, social norms and legislation vary from one member state to the next. Some authorise anonymous birth (France, Italy, Luxembourg, Austria and Hungary) while others do not (Germany, Belgium, Spain, United Kingdom and Switzerland - with recent reforms being suggested in Belgium and Germany). The public hearing, organised at the initiative of Hiltrud Breyer (Greens/EFA, Germany) by the women's rights and equal opportunities committee, also took stock of the arguments for and against, discussing the “baby flap” systems, protection of the health of mother and child, information left by the mother at the time of giving birth and on the right of the child to have access to such information, as well as the profile of women who give birth anonymously and the role of midwives.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Other

EuroMed human rights network calls for EU reaction to violation of press freedom 

The EMHRN (Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network) calls on the Tunisian authorities to put an immediate end to the attacks on human rights activists, in line with the provisions of the declaration of the UN General Assembly on human rights defenders of 9 December 1998, it writes in a press release out on Thursday last. It also calls on the European Union's decision-making bodies to immediately ensure compliance with Article 2 of the EU/Tunisia association agreement as well as implementation of the EU guidelines on human rights defenders. This, says EMHRN, is due to the fact that independent radio premises were surrounded by police at the end of January, there were “acts of harassment”, and legal proceedings were opened on the “creation of a media body without authorisation”. The public prosecutor to the Tunis court of first instance has ordered that a legal investigation be opened on the affair concerning the start-up of a radio broadcast operation without legal authorisation. According to the official agency TAP, the case concerns the launch on Monday 26 January in a flat in the centre of Tunis of a radiobroadcasting operation, Radio Kalima, without prior legal licence.
Children
Council of the European Union

Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the EU on the International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers on 12 February
On the International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers, the European Union underlines the need to step up efforts at all levels to protect children from the effects from war, including being abducted to serve as combatants, sex slaves or servants. The EU highlights the necessity to address the short, medium and long-term impacts of armed conflict on children in an effective, sustainable and comprehensive manner.
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/cfsp-statements/declaration-by-the-presidency-on-behalf-of-the-eu-on-the-international-day-against-the-use-of-child-soldiers-on-12-february-9430/
EP Elections 2009

European Parliament

PES launches election campaign and targets its policies that fundamentally differ from those of right 

On Wednesday, the president of the Party of European Socialists (PES), Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, announced that they would be going on the offensive in a very politicised campaign for next June's European elections. They will specifically strive to clearly differentiate their fundamental political differences with those of the European “right” (particularly the European People's Party (EPP) and the Liberals of the ELDR). Mr Rasmussen declared at a press conference during the official launch of the PES campaign in Brussels: “we must politicise Europe and make our political choices clearer”. According to Rasmussen, in the face of the current economic and financial crisis, European Socialists believe that they offer the best responses to citizens' fears and concerns by, above all, defending social protection and job security. He asserted that “the EPP and ELDR have no coherent response on financial market reform and the economic recovery. They are the do-nothing parties”. On the other hand, “the PES has a plan: coordinated investments in smart, green growth and regulation covering all financial players at European and at global level”. Mr Rasmussen declared, optimistically, that the PES aimed to become the main political force in the next European Parliament and affirmed that “people are ready for change and want a radical change of Europe, a new direction for Europe”.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Sustainable Development
European Commission

Commission organises first ever “auction floor” for environmental projects seeking financing

On 13 March, the first ever environmental “Auction Floor” conference will be opened in Brussels for quality environmental projects to be financed in developing countries. Organised by the EuropeAid office of the European Commission, the event will bring together development operators (civil society organisations, research centres) and potential donors (local authorities, EU member states, private sector foundations) around a hundred or so environmental projects deemed to be viable and of good quality, having successfully passed the assessment test of EuropeAid experts in 2008.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
European Parliament

Sustainable development intergroup renamed climate and biodiversity intergroup ahead of European elections 

As an acknowledgement of commitment towards meeting the two greatest environmental challenges of our times, which need the full attention of political decision makers, the European Parliament intergroup on sustainable development, a political forum for reflection and expertise created over 10 years ago, has decided, ahead of the European elections, to rename itself the intergroup on climate and biodiversity. The announcement of the change was made by the group's chairman, Struan Stevenson (EPP-ED, UK) on 11 February, the day when the intergroup was holding a high-level round table debate at the Parliament in Brussels on the “European action plan for biodiversity. Counting down to 2010: State of play and post-2010 vision for Europe”.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Council of the European Union
European Development Funds: discharge for 2007

The 2922nd Economic and Financial Affairs Council meeting held in Brussels on 10th February 2009 adopted recommendations regarding the discharge to be given by the European Parliament to the Commission in respect of implementation of operations under the 7th, 8th and 9th European Development Funds (EDF) for the financial year 2007. It also adopted a statement concerning the statement of assurance of the Court of Auditors relating to the activities of the 7th, 8th and 9th EDF for 2007.

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/106007.pdf
United Nations

UNEP summit to discuss climate protection and use of mercury

World environment ministers will negotiate for a week in Nairobi, Kenya at the regular session of the Governing Bodies of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The Czech Presidency delegation will be lead by Minister Bursík.
The most important topics of the negotiations, on which many documents to be adopted at the session are based, are the economic crisis and the protection of the environment and the rules for the use of mercury in the world.

http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/news/unep-summit-to-discuss-climate-protection-and-use-of-mercury-9427/
Other

Helsinki: new initiatives to promote sustainable development

Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Paavo Väyrynen presented his two new initiatives that would help implement the goals of Finland’s Development Policy Programme through wide international cooperation. Minister Väyrynen’s first initiative concerns closer cooperation in development policy issues between the European Union and the United States. The second initiative, addressed to the African Union, strives to promote sustainable development. The initiative on transatlantic development partnership aims at more effective collaboration between the EU and the USA for the eradication of poverty and for promoting sustainable development. In global negotiations on development, trade and the environment, the two partners would help the poorest developing countries to reach outcomes that would be in their best interests. This partnership would promote socially, economically and ecologically sustainable development throughout the world.

http://www.formin.finland.fi/Public/default.aspx?contentid=157855&nodeid=15145&culture=en-US
External relations 
European Commission

In a declaration published on Friday 6 February, the European Union has expressed its deep concern at the trouble, the loss of human lives and destruction in Madagascar and expresses its sympathy for the Madagascan people, who face difficult conditions. It urges all parties to engage in dialogue and to show restraint.
Visit by Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner and resumption of talks on framework agreement 

Libya and the European Commission will, on Tuesday 10 February, resume negotiations on an agreement, the contents of which have not yet been clearly announced. The talks will be chaired by External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner who will arrive in the Libyan capital Tripoli on Tuesday for two days of talks on Euro-Libyan cooperation, especially on issues related to emigration.

The formal negotiations follow on from the technical level talks of 12 November and the more formal negotiations of 13 November. The European Commission's essentially exploratory negotiating mandate, which was approved on 25 July 2008, sets the objective of setting up a framework agreement built on three pillars: general cooperation and political and economic dialogue, trade and JHA-related issues (immigration, visas, etc).
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
European Parliament

MEPs visit West Bank and Gaza this week
A visit by a delegation of MEPs, consisting of a seven member delegation for relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC), will be made to the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 10-13 February to hold meetings with PLC members. The delegation will report back on progress made in the inter-Palestinian reconciliation process. A meeting has been planned with the prime minister of the Palestinian Authority, Salam Fayadh, on 11 February. The delegation will visit Gaza the following day for a “field visit” to the United Nations Relief Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). This visit will be headed by Kyriacos Triantaphyllides (GUE/NGL, CY), the president of the EP/PLC delegation. It will consist of: Proinsias De Rossa (PES, Ireland), Luisa Morgantini (GUE/NGL, Italy), Frederika Brepoels (EPP-ED, Belgium), Jill Evans (Greens/EFA, United Kingdom), Jamila Madeira (PES, Portugal) and Chris Davies (ALDE, United Kingdom). The visit's exclusive mandate appears to be to observe the humanitarian situation. No contact with Hamas has been announced. Jamila Medeir affirmed in a recent interview to the Medafrique-info online bulletin that she regretted the “EU's attitude to avoid dialogue with Hamas, after the latter's political victory in the Palestinian elections”, which she described as “a mistake” for not having respected the results of these elections. She added that it is “crucial to demonstrate that the European Union can bring credible political solutions and not just financial contributions”. Everyone expects this of the Union, she said, stressing that Europe had to recover its credibility and that “it is important in the current context to show our commitment to helping provide a rapid solution to problems. This commitment must be global and involves the whole of the 'occupied territories', including the Gaza Strip”.
Protectionism and social rights
Council of the European Union
Presidency announces two informal summits: one to counter protectionism, the other to manage social impact of crisis
The Czech Presidency has decided to bring all EU heads of state and government together for an exceptional summit in Brussels on 1 March. The scale of the crisis itself and the risk of uncoordinated responses that could lead to protectionism are the reasons behind the convening of the informal meeting, said Czech Prime Minister Mirek Topolánek on Wednesday 11 February. Following his meeting with the College of Commissioners, Topolánek killed two birds with one stone, announcing, too, a further informal summit, in Prague, to discuss the social and employment issues related to the current crisis. While José Manuel Barroso pointed out the intense preparation for the European Spring Council (19-20 March) before the G20 meeting in London on 2 April, the Czech prime minister straight away highlighted the need for consistency on the issue of protectionism. Leaders will also discuss additional measures to stabilise the financial sector by taking the toxic assets from banks.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
United Nations

Commission to examine measures to be taken to face crisis at 8th regional meeting of ILO

The 8th regional meeting of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) will take place in Lisbon from 9 to 13 February, against a context in which the repercussions of the international financial crisis of the employment market in Europe and Asia are an increasing cause for concern. This 8th meeting will, more particularly, be given over to the following subjects: the economic context and situation with employment, new salary challenges, fundamental rights to employment, flexicurity, social dialogue and quality of professional life/social protection. Amongst those taking part in the meeting will be the prime ministers of Portugal, José Socrates, Moldova, Zinaida Greceanii, and Luxembourg, Jean-Claude Juncker, the Czech deputy prime minister and minister for employment and social affairs Petr Necas, his Belgian counterpart Joëlle Milquet, and the president of the Portuguese industrial association (AIP-CE) Jorge Rocha de Matos, the secretary general of the Belgian employment federation (FGTB), Anne Demelenne, the director general of the International Labour Office (BIT) Juan Somavia and the European commissioner for social affairs and equal opportunities Vladimir Spidla, who will be stressing the employment plank of the relaunch plan of the EU and on the EU's cooperation with the ILO to promote decent work, particularly in its neighbour countries.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
WTO

WTO calls for vigilance against protectionism

With global trade contracting as a result of the international economic and financial crisis, the WTO, through its Director General Pascal Lamy, once again, on Monday 9 February, warned of the dangers of a protectionist spiral that could result from increased measures to support the economy announced by several governments across the world.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
 EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS - See also CONCORD institutional calendar in the "Advocacy Tool" section of CONCORD Extranet

European Commission

13 March 2009: Environmental "Auction Floor" Conference

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/auction-floor_en.htm
25 March – beginning of May (main event 9May): Spring Day for Europe 2009
More information: http://www.springday2009.net/ww/en/pub/spring2009/homepage.htm
2 – 3 April 2009: 2nd European Water Conference 2009

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/index_en.htm
31 May 2009: Development Youth Prize 2009: Focus on Africa Human Development

More information: http://www.dyp2008.org/ww/en/pub/dyp2008/info.htm
23 – 26 June 2009: Green Week 2009 Climate change: act and adapt.
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/home.html
European Parliament
16 – 17 February 2009: DEVE Committee

Before 31 March 2009: European Essay Competition Devoted to the 2009 European Parliament Elections
More information: http://parliament.europe.bg/en/index.php?category=374&id=19473
Council of European Union

15 – 16 February 2009: General Affairs Council

17 February 2009: DCI meeting to approve first batch of food facility (international organizations)

18/20 February: Coreper I
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