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	27 FEBRUARY 2009
EU MONITORING NEWSLETTER

EU Monitoring is the new weekly e-newsletter exclusive to CONCORD Members, monitoring the latest news and events from the EU Institutions, and calls for proposals for development NGOs.

This information is a made of copy/paste articles found on the European Union’s websites.

It does not represent CONCORD point of view.  Click on the titles for more information.
CALLS FOR PROPOSALS – EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES (Immigration and asylum – Enlargement/Neighbourhood – Humanitarian/Aid – Food, Trade & Agriculture – Cotonou/Doha/ACP – Lisbon Treaty -  Environment – External Relations – EU/Africa – EuroMed/Union for the Mediterranean – Peace building & Security Issues – Miscellaneous) – EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS – VACANCIES



CALLS FOR PROPOSALS OPENED TO NGOs 

See also the “Call for proposals” section on CONCORD Extranet that compiles them all.

THEMATIC CALLS
EIDHR - Actions Supporting Human Rights and Democracy Issues
Deadlines for submission: 13 March 2009
This called is launched under the EU Guidelines on Children and Armed Conflict and for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child
Documents: English
Investing in People - gender equality
Deadline for submission: 7 April 2009
This call, launched by the European Commission, aims at supporting non-State actors in their efforts to fight adult female illiteracy and promoting women's property ownership
Documents: English/Spanish/French/Portuguese 
Investing in People - Access to local culture, protection and promotion of cultural diversity
Deadline for submission: 09 April 2009
This call is launched by the European Commission under the Investing in People Programme for an access to local culture, protection and promotion of cultural diversity
Documents: English/Spanish/French/Portuguese 
European citizenship and sustainable development

Deadline for submission: 15 April 2009
This call is launched by the Fondation de France and brings supports to an initiative addressing sustainable development.
Documents: French
GEOGRAPHIC CALLS
Vietnam - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries 

Deadline for submission: 6 March 2009

This call, launched by the European Commission Delegation to Vietnam aims at enhance civil society participation to development process

Reference: EuropeAid/127784/L/ACT/VN Documents: in English here- Delegation website
Uruguay - EIDHR

Deadline for submission: 9 March 2009

This call is launched by the European Commission Delegation to Uruguay under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

Reference: EuropeAid/127929/L/ACT/UY Documents: Spanish – Delegation website – Information+
Mozambique - Support programme for non state actors
Deadlines for submission: 9 March 2009
This call is launched under the European Fund for Development for reducing poverty in Mozambique.

Reference: EuropeAid/127947/M/ACT/MZ Documents: English
Burma/Myanmar - Non-State Actors in Development - Action in Partner Countries
Deadlines for submission: 9 March 2009
This call is launched under the Non State Actors in Development Programme, focusing on the actions for NSA involvement in Burma/Myanmar under the Action in Partner countries part.
Documents: English
Israel - EIDHR 

Deadline for submission: 11 March 2009

This call participates to the objectives of the EIDHR Programme Country based support scheme, for the reinforcement of the civil society in Israël.
Documents: English
Venezuela - EIDHR 

Deadline for submission: 12 March 2009

The European Commission Delegation to Venezuela launches a call financed under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

Reference: EuropeAid/127935/L/ACT/VE Documents: Spanish – Delegation website – Information+
Thailand - Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Action in Partner Countries 
Deadline for submission: 13 March 2009

This call is launched under the Non State Actors in Development Programme, focusing on the actions for NAS involvement in Thaïland under the Action in Partner countries part.
Documents: English


Cambodia - Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Action in Partner Countries 
Deadline for submission: 16 March 2009

This call aims to facilitate NSAs’ and LAs’ contribution to poverty alleviation in the context of sustainable development, launched under the NSA and LA programme.
Documents: English
Philippines - DCI - Dialogue on Governance - Strategic Projects Facility (SPF2) 

Deadline for submission: 16 March 2009

This call is launched under the EU-Philippines Small Projects Facility, which is financed by the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI).

Reference: EuropeAid/126814/L/ACT/PH Documents: English – Delegation website – Information+
Ivory Coast - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country 
Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call finances development actions to set up by NSAs and LAs that aim at promoting the instauration of an integrated and autonomous society in Ivory Coast.

Documents: French
Sri Lanka - Housing support to long term conflict affected IDPs 
Deadline for submission: 23 March 2009

This call contributes to help people affected by the conflict in Sri Lanka under the "Aid to uprooted people" programme

Documents: English
Afghanistan - Non State Actors in Development 
Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call aims at supporting operations aiming at promoting an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries under the NSA in development programme.
Documents: English
Peru - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country

Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call finances development actions to set up by NSAs and LAs that aim at promoting the instauration of an integrated and autonomous society in Peru.
Documents: Spanish
Guinea – Initiative fund of rural organisations 
Deadline for submission: 25 March 2009

This call is launched under the "Support Programme to the National confederation of Guinean rural Organisations"
Documents: French
Brazil - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner country

Deadline for submission: 30 March 2009

Local call to support civil society organisations in Brazil.

Documents: English
Sudan - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development



             Deadline for submission: 31 March 2009 






             
This call is launched under the Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development Programme in Sudan and aims at reducing poverty in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 






              
Reference: EuropeAid/127-749/L/ACT/SD Documents: English
EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLICIES


Immigration and Asylum
European Commission

Aid to southern countries will continue to face migratory pressure
During the meeting of EU home ministers held on Thursday 26 February, Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Malta presented a joint request calling for action at European level on asylum and the fight against illegal immigration in the southern Mediterranean region. “We shall take this into account when preparing the Stockholm programme (which will succeed that of The Hague)”, said European Commissioner Jacques Barrot, at a press conference. Answering a question put to him by a journalist anxious to know what the EU was doing to help these countries that have been facing impressive flows of immigrants arriving on their coasts for over a year, Commissioner Barrot said: “We of course heeded the calls for help from these four member states (…) and wasted no time in providing them with a response in consequence”.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
European Parliament

EP gets tough on employers of illegal immigrants
European Parliament adopted a legislative resolution on the crackdown on employers of illegal immigrants by a vote of 552 votes to 105, with 34 abstentions. Between 4.5 and 8 million illegal immigrants work in the construction, farming, hotel and other sectors in the EU.  One of the factors encouraging illegal immigration into the EU is the possibility of finding work. This legislation aims to reduce that pull factor by targeting the employment of third-country nationals who are illegally staying in the EU. The Commission’s draft legislation complemented other measures, such as the “return directive” and the “blue card” directive, the overall aim being to combat illegal immigration more firmly while encouraging legal immigration.  The “sanctions directive" would introduce minimum penalties at European level against employers of illegal immigrants.  Employers could be fined, forced to pay wages in arrears at legal levels or even banned for up to five years from bidding for public sector contracts or from receiving state aid – whether national or European.

http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/news/intro/news_intro_en.htm
Council of the European Union

French Minister for Immigration and Integration Eric Besson announced on Thursday 26 February on the occasion of the Justice and Home Affairs Council that France was willing to “do its bit” by taking in former Guantanamo inmates, as long as a “number of criteria” are met. He went on to say: “They must be people who are not potentially damaging to public security, they must come to our country voluntarily as no-one must be forced to come to our territory, and they must have a link with our country, to justify being in France”. He made it clear that such persons should have “lived in France, speak the language or have family in France”. Before taking a stand, European ministers wish to receive all relevant information from the United States.
Ministers welcome European Asylum Support Office plan

On Thursday 26 February, European immigration ministers backed proposals for a European Asylum Support Office put forward last week by the European Commission (see EUROPE 9842). “Virtually everyone backed the measure. We will do all we can to get a decision during our Presidency,” Czech Interior Minister Ivan Langer told press. “I thank the Council for its very wide support,” said European Justice, Liberty and Security Commissioner Jacques Barrot. “This support office will help us greatly to develop greater solidarity in cooperation between member states,” he said, even though the Office will have “no decision-making powers” on individual asylum requests.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Enlargement / Neighbourhood

Council of the European Union

Kiev calls for European aid to rescue its economy - Eastern Partnership is not alternative to joining EU
The Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister, Boris Tarasyuk, has called on the EU rapidly to adopt financial and economic support measures in favour of Ukraine which, he said, has been "considerably" affected by the current crisis, to the point that the possibility that country could go bankrupt has been raised in certain quarters. "We are in need of a stabilisation package" and a loan, Mr Tarasyuk told the European Parliament in Brussels on 25 February, where he was attending a meeting of the EU/Ukraine joint parliamentary committee (JPC). 
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Difficult debate on funding begins - Involvement of third countries to be decided on case by case basis

The principle of the Eastern Partnership with the six countries to the east of the EU (Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Belarus) may have received wide support in Monday's External Relations Council (see EUROPE 9846), but several important technical details still have to be ironed out before the official launch, scheduled to take place in Prague on 7 May. The European Commission has proposed an overall budget of €600 million for the 2010-2013 period, which would require an additional €350 million to be found over and above the current European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) allocation. This extra money will have to be come from budget reserves, the Commission says. The other €250 million will come from the ENPI Eastern regional programme, this money simply being reprogrammed for the 2010-2013 period. 

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Humanitarian/ Aid

European Commission

Aid plan for war-torn Eritrea causes concern

The European Commission is to earmark €122 million in development aid for Eritrea, despite misgivings about how the money would be spent and concerns about sending the wrong political signal to the country's authoritarian government.  The funding plan features in a country strategy paper drafted by the Commission. It will be considered in May by the advisory committee of the European Development Fund, the EU's main development aid vehicle, which is financed from member states' contributions outside the EU's general budget. The Commission will take account of the committee's views, but individual countries cannot block decisions.
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/aid-plan-for-war-torn-eritrea-causes-concern/64012.aspx
Evaluation of EC aid channelled through CSOs

This evaluation, covering the period 2000 -2006, assesses the EC aid channelled through civil society organisations (CSOs). Over the period evaluated, the total amount channelled through Civil Society Organisations amounts to 5.3 billion €, and a clear increase of CSO channelling can be observed. All in all, 76% of total specified payments have been channelled through Northern CSOs and 24% through Southern CSOs.

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/how/evaluation/evaluation_reports/evinfo/2008/1259_ev_en.pdf
European Parliament

Visit by 15 MEPs to assess damage and people's living conditions
Luisa Morgantini, Vice-President of the European Parliament and a member of the United Left (GUE/NGL) will lead a delegation of 15 MEPs from different political families to the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and Israel on 25 February-1 March. The visit to Gaza will have a humanitarian dimension and include visits to hospitals, schools and workplaces. It will be supervised by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and aims to interview witnesses about the scale of destruction and living conditions for the local population after the Israeli intervention. The delegation will meet Palestinian parliamentarians and civil rights association in Gaza. In the West Bank and Israel, meetings are planned with civil society and peace activist groups. A meeting is also planned with the Palestinian prime minister in Ramallah.
Council of the European Union

EU cautiously welcomes resumption of inter-Palestinian dialogue - €436 million for rebuilding Gaza Strip
On Friday, the EU cautiously welcomed the promising start of inter-Palestinian dialogue launched in Cairo on Thursday 26 February under the sponsorship of Egypt, which has already allowed an agreement to be reached on the continuation of talks - within five thematic committees - with a view to forming a Palestinian government of national unity including both Fatah and Hamas. “For now, this is just a first step (…) Let's see what happens, but in principle we are supporting that process”, commented Javier Solana, EU High Representative on the CFSP, on Friday in the town of Gaza. The Union will wait to see the result of negotiations before formally taking opposition, he added.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Food, Trade and Agriculture

European Commission

Catherine Ashton wants closer dialogue with Washington
On an official visit to Berlin to try and win support from the German government for the signing of an EU-South Korea free trade agreement, EU Trade Commissioner Catherine Ashton explained her desire on Thursday 26 February 2009 to step up economic dialogue between the EU and the United States. Transatlantic relations have been soured since the start of this year by new trade disputes, illustrated by the EU's threat to take to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) the tightening of US sanctions in retaliation against the EU's refusal to import hormone-treated beef. The US has tripled customs duty on Roquefort cheese from France. A further illustration of these tensions is the threat by the United States to take the EU ban on imports of chlorine-treated poultry to the WTO, and the car industry bailout plans on either side of the Atlantic, or the call for the US to Buy American. Lady Ashton's has at a two-fold aim, backed by Germany's economy minister Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg. She wants to get Washington more closely involved in the talks about a new world financial set-up, which is the subject of the 2 April 2009 London G20 Summit. Ashton and zu Guttenberg have announced that they will be meeting members of the US Congress to discuss the issue on their separate visits to Washington in the first fortnight of March. The second aim is to win the US round to the free trade cause, encouraging the Obama Administration to resist protectionist pressures and conclude the global trade talks. “The Doha round is my priority. I expect signals from the US government in March... I hope it can come to a meeting in Geneva in early summer,” said Lady Ashton, who is postponing her trip to Washington to mid-March to allow time for the new US Trade Representative, Ron Kirk, to be confirmed by Congress. Ron Kirk's hearing at Congress has been postponed until 5 March.
In Berlin, Catherine Ashton defends bilateral free trade agreement with South Korea

The future bilateral EU-South Korea free trade agreement (FTA) was at the centre of discussions between Catherine Ashton and the German minister of finance, Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg and his counterpart in the foreign affairs department, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, on Thursday 26 February in Berlin. The European commissioner for trade aimed to: convince German leaders, whose fears about their car industry is blocking the completion of an agreement, (hoped for in March, following the progress accomplished since December to reduce divergences between Europeans and South Koreans on two difficult dossiers - liberalisation of the trade in cars and rules of origin), to give their go-ahead for the conclusion of negotiations. As well as Germany, several other member states, including France and Italy, are reluctant to get rid of Community taxes on South Korean vehicle imports, just when the European auto-industry is being hit hard by the economic crisis. After several information meetings and discussions at the 133 Committee (this committee brings together trade experts from member states), including the last unfruitful session on 20 February, with the European Commission chief negotiator, Ignacio, Garcia Bercero, the EU27 have still not reached a compromise on the agreement with South Korea, whose expected profits are estimated to be more than $100bn. Suffering from the full effects of the crisis, European car manufacturers are afraid that they will not get anything in return for the agreement, whilst their access to South Korea is severely hampered by bureaucratic restrictions. Ms Ashton, who is planning on the FTA to be formally signed at the EU-South Korea summit planned for the end of March, is hoping to find a compromise with Berlin before the 133 Committee meets on 6 March.
Implementation of blue-fin protection measures

On Thursday 26 February, the European Commission adopted a proposal to transpose into Community law the revised multi-annual recovery plan for Eastern bluefin tuna adopted by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) at its annual meeting in Marrakech, Morocco in November 2008. It is important that this plan be implemented by all ICCAT contracting parties before the beginning of the main fishing season. Tough measures to secure the future of the bluefin tuna stock must be taken immediately. This revised recovery plan demands further cuts in catch levels and fishing seasons, and reductions in both fishing and farming capacity. It is a sign of the seriousness of the stock situation. The revised plan also defines mechanisms for control throughout the marketing chain and closes many outstanding loopholes.

European Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Joe Borg called on the other contracting parties “to take the same action so that the efforts of some are not undermined by others”.

The plan's aim is to ensure that effective steps are taken to help rebuild the bluefin tuna stock in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea. The combination of shorter fishing seasons, effective new control measures and both fishing and farming capacity limitations and/or reductions, together with the substantial reduction in fishing opportunities introduced in 2009, will serve to lower fishing pressure on the fragile bluefin tuna stock significantly.

European Parliament

EU partnership accord with the Caribbean

The European Parliament should give its assent to the economic partnership agreement between the Cariforum states and the EU, provided that undertakings are given by the Commission and Council for a review clause and that extra aid for trade is included, says the EP International Trade Committee.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/026-50191-054-02-09-903-20090223IPR50189-23-02-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm
EU external fisheries policy and CFP reform

At the meeting of the European Parliament’s fisheries committee on the reform of the CFP, the Fisheries Commissioner Joe Borg highlighted that one aim of the CFP review concerns the policy's external dimension. Four main areas of discussion have been identified:

- Strengthening the role of the EU on the international stage in improving and developing good governance of seas and oceans;

- Finding with our partners ways of giving RFMOs the means to become more effective in combating IUU activities and protecting the marine environment in the areas under their stewardship;

- Improving the use of bilateral agreements to promote EU investment in third countries and to strengthen capacity in developing countries to better manage their maritime natural resources;

- Establishing greater consistency between the regional and bilateral approaches of our external policy by linking together our bilateral interests in a given region under an integrated regional approach.

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/press_corner/speeches/archives/speeches_2009/speech09_03_en.htm
Council of the European Union
Health check helps France redirect aid
On Monday 23 February, France became the first EU country to explain in detail how it intended to use the health check tool box from the common agricultural policy (CAP) in an effort to redirect part of direct aid to farmers. France is not the first country in the EU to opt for a redistribution of aid. A minority of EU member states chose to implement the 2003 CAP reform on the direct aid regionalisation model. Community regulation obliges EU countries to notify CAP health check implementation measures by August at the latest. EU agriculture ministers reached a compromise on the CAP health check on 20 November 2008.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Other
US farm subsidies to decline in 2010

The draft United States budget for 2010, unveiled on Thursday 26 February 2009, will reduce direct payments to the biggest farms (those with annual turnover of over $500,000), reduce subsidies for high income farmers and scrap an aid programme for cotton farmers, a sensitive issue for farmers in Africa. These savings will be balanced by the introduction of a child nutrition programme worth a billion dollars a year. Savings in other areas will reduce the overall US farm budget by $25 million in 2011 and just under a billion dollars in 2013 and thereafter. Addressing Congress on 24 February 2009, President Obama pledged to restrict farm subsidies in the United States by ending the direct aid to big farm businesses that don't need it. The demand for a reduction in farm subsidies in the rich world, particularly the United States and the EU, by developing countries is a key issue in the Doha trade round. Washington's planned reductions are a step in the right direction but the aid in question creates less competition distortion than other subsidies that rise when prices fall or when there is a bad harvest.
Cotonou / Doha / ACP 

Council of the European Union
Revision of the ACP-EU partnership agreement

The 2925th Council meeting on General Affairs and External Relations held in Brussels on 23 February 2009 discussed the Revision of the partnership agreement with the ACP group of countries. The Council approved a letter to be sent to the president of the Council of ACP ministers suggesting to update the EU’s partnership agreement with the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group of countries. The provisions that the EU wishes to review include those involving the regional dimension, development cooperation, the political dimension, institutional clarifications, promoting the millennium development goals, the mandate and activities of the European Investment Bank, participatory approaches, humanitarian aid and disaster prevention, programming and implementation of aid and updates, inconsistencies and formal rectifications. The Council also adopted negotiating directives for the revision of the partnership agreement.

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/gena/106332.pdf
WTO
Agriculture negotiations in the Doha Round

As the Doha Round falters, alternative methods to reach agreements in the WTO are being discussed, among which “critical mass” agreements, which involve sector-specific deals among a subset of key trading partners. Razeen Sally and Valentin Zahrnt discussed the pros and cons for a potential “critical mass” agreement in agriculture in the WTO’s Doha Round in a paper presented in Australia. Critical mass in agriculture is an option after the Doha Round. They argue that currently, it would be preferable to go for a scaled-back agreement on agriculture that simplifies tariffs, removes nuisance tariffs below a threshold (say of 5%), locks in already decided domestic subsidy reforms, and applies the Hong Kong declaration on the removal of export subsidies and duty-free, quota-free access for least developed countries.
http://www.ecipe.org/people/valentin-zahrnt/other-publications/Agriculture-specific%20negotiations%20from%20an%20EU%20perspective%20by%20Sally%20-%20Zahrnt.pdf
Lisbon Treaty

European Parliament

Towards closer cooperation between European Parliament and national parliaments
The European Parliament hopes to introduce new forms of “pre- and post-legislative dialogue” with national parliaments once the Lisbon Treaty is in force. In his draft report on the development of relations between the EP and national parliaments within the framework of the Lisbon Treaty, Elmar Brok (EPP-ED, Germany) suggests meetings between the EP's specialised parliamentary committees and member states should be increased and developed with a view to setting up a “permanent network of corresponding committees” allowing for dialogue to take place at an early stage on current or envisaged pieces of legislation underway at EU level. Mr Brok also suggests that national parliaments should give MEPs the right to be invited once a year to speak in plenary sittings of national parliaments, to participate in meetings of European affairs committees on a consultative basis, and to take part in meetings of specialised committees whenever they discuss relevant pieces of European Union legislation.
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Environment
Council of the European Union
Deciding on EU negotiating mandate for Copenhagen ahead of European Council - GMOs on the menu
A highly charged political agenda is awaiting EU environment ministers on Monday 2 March in a meeting dominated by preparations for the European Council of 19-20 March. The EU27 will be aware that the EU has to collectively face the challenge of the current financial and economic crisis and the problem of global warming in the medium and long-term hand-in-hand with other partners around the globe. The stand-off between the Commission and the member states over the growing of certain types of genetically modified maize in the EU is likely to continue and be an area of tension at the meeting. Like all the other Council formations, this first Environment Council chaired by Martin Bursik, who is both deputy Czech prime minister and Czech environment minister, will finalise its traditional contribution to the Spring summit, in which it will focus on the environmental impact of the European economic recovery plan and the potential opportunities of ecological innovation in terms of job creation and growth.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
External relations 
European Parliament

MEPs call for new agreement with Washington
The EU should negotiate a "transatlantic partnership agreement" with the United States and give its relations with Washington a new institutional architecture, according to the committee on foreign affairs of the EP. In the report by Spain's Francisco José Millán Mon (EPP-ED), which was adopted on 24 February, the MEPs state that talks on the new agreement, to replace the New Transatlantic Agenda of 1995, should start as soon as the Lisbon Treaty enters into force and end by 2012. The report also calls for the creation of a "Transatlantic Policy Council" (TPC). This would serve as a high-level consultation and cooperation body for foreign and security policy. The TPC, which would be co-chaired by the high representative of the EU for the CFSP (and future vice-president of the Commission) and the American secretary of state, would meet at least once every three months. The MEPs also suggest that EU/United States summits be held twice a year. The report proposes the creation of a joint parliamentary committee. Furthermore, the existing Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC) could help to overcome current obstacles to economic integration and create a unified transatlantic market by 2015, the MEPs continue. The Commission is called upon to draft a detailed roadmap of the current obstacles to overcome with a view to observing this cut-off date. The plenary session vote on the report is scheduled for the end of March.
Shimon Peres warns EU against making any kind of contact with Hamas - Peres invited to address EP in Strasbourg

The Israeli president, Shimon Peres, is warning Europeans against making any kind of contact with Hamas. During a meeting with the European Parliament president, Hans-Gert Pöttering, Peres stated that they should not show even the slightest accommodation or support for Hamas. In an Israeli press release, Mr Peres declared that Europeans had to understand that Hamas is a dangerous and murderous terrorist organisation, and must immediately cease to show the slightest comprehension or any support for them because this attitude prevents the continuation of the peace process and dupes the Palestinian population. Mr Peres affirmed that “Israel will fight and continue to lead the fight against terrorism, whilst allowing food and medicine to be sent to the Gaza Strip”. He added that the “only problem is that Hamas savagely took control of some of the aid (to Palestinians) for its own use”.

Mr Pöttering is on a visit to the region at the head of the European-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA) delegation and expressed his “concern” about the worsening humanitarian situation in Gaza. This mission's main goal is to assess the level of damage. The press release explained that Mr Pöttering had invited Mr Peres to come and address the European Parliament in Strasbourg but did not give an exact date.
Council of the European Union

Talks with Javier Solana in Damascus and Beirut focus on normalising relations with Damascus, reconciling countries of region and rebuilding Gaza
In Damascus on Wednesday, Javier Solana, CFSP High Representative, welcomed Syria's decision to take part in the donors' conference for reconstruction of Gaza, to be held in Sharm-el-Sheikh (Egypt) on 2 March. The conference will be attended by representatives from nearly 70 countries including Hillary Clinton on behalf of the US. Walid Mouallem, Syria's Foreign Minister, confirmed during a joint press conference that he will be representing his country, highlighting the fact that Syria, which is in contact with all Palestinian components, undertakes to work to make the conference on reconstruction a success. Mr Solana said that contacts can only be envisaged with Hamas if the criteria are met. According to his spokesperson, this includes acceptance of the principle of two states living side by side and of the Arab peace plan. According to the press agency, Sana, the Syrian minister felt that “events have shown that Hamas is a reality on the ground in Gaza and the West Bank and represents part of the Palestinian people. We are hoping it will join the PLO in the near future and that there will be inter-Palestinian reconciliation to encompass all issues and that, because of this unity, the Palestinian people may consolidate its cause”.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
EU awaits answers from United States before accepting Guantanamo detainees

EU Interior Ministers said, on Thursday 26 February, that the United States would have to respond to a number of questions before a decision could be taken on accepting prisoners from Guantanamo. “No decision was taken. We agree that there has to be a coordinated approach. But everything will depend on the information we receive from Washington,” said Czech Interior Minister Ivan Langer after the Council meeting. Langer will travel to Washington with Commissioner Jacques Barrot on 16-17 March, for discussion on this issue. Some countries were concerned for their security, Langer said, referring to the lack of border controls in the Schengen Area. He pointed out that the final decision would be for member states to take. Barrot said that “many questions” had to be asked of the Americans: “How guilty are the detainees? If they are innocent, why does the United States not keep them? Why can the detainees not return to their home countries? Is it because of possible persecution?” “If a member state accepts any detainees, will the Americans provide that state with any money?” he added. This phase of seeking and receiving information could last 3-4 months more, before any decision can be taken.

Minister will try to reach agreement on Guantanamo detainees

On Thursday 26 February, EU home affairs ministers met to work out a common strategy on what aid should be given to US President Barack Hussein Obama to close down the Guantanamo prison and take prisoners into Europe. The meeting of home affairs ministers lasted all day Thursday. The following day, justice ministers began winding down the Justice and Home Affairs Council, which will have, overall, a very modest decision-making scale.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
EU/Africa

Council of the European Union

EU-Africa meeting

Environment Ministers from Africa and Europe met in Nairobi on Thursday during the 25th session of the UNEP Governing Council to discuss climate change, international environmental governance and the EU-Africa Partnership.

http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/press-releases/eu-and-africa-meeting-focused-on-climate-change-and-eu-africa-partnership-10168/
EuroMed / Union for the Mediterranean
Council of the European Union
France calls for far-reaching budgetary effort for Mediterranean
The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) is a political initiative that pays particular attention to the partnership with the South but the reality of the figures is not necessarily that which is evoked, said a spokesman for the French Foreign Ministry on 24 February as he commented on the results of the EU Council in Brussels on Monday. The UfM, he said, has re-mobilised energies and also, potentially, means for relations with the South. But in terms of financing today, if you bring together all partners including those within the framework of the candidate countries, there is far larger financing towards the Eastern Partnership. France makes this a “political concern” and its “political priority” is that there shall be a “balance in terms of financing”. “The Eastern Partnership must not be a substitute for interest in the Union for the Mediterranean, but some of our partners consider that there must not be a Union for the Mediterranean to the detriment of the prospect of an Eastern Partnership. All that must be done in a consistent manner”, he added. “But once again”, a French diplomat in Brussels said, “we are willing to discuss the matter in the relevant bodies and in respect of past agreements for a certain balance. We do not object to financially supporting the strengthening of relations with the East, if it is not done at the expense of the South”. France was simply “recalling an agreement” during Monday's lunch between ministers, the same source points out.

For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
“There's not much time left. The (Mediterranean) region cannot allow itself new deadly and destabilising conflicts”, write Franco Frattini and Bernard Kouchner in a joint column published in Le Monde on 24 February, in which they speak of a Lebanon faced with the major election deadline on 7 June for which they offer assistance and the possibility of sending an observer mission. The two foreign ministers, of Italy and France, say that the “Mediterranean, for which we symbolically sealed a union in Paris on 13 and 14 July 2008, needs stability and peace which, alone, can offer prosperity to all its peoples. Lebanon can and must set an example. We, French and Italian, will continue our action with the European Union, with determination, so that Lebanon remains the model of co-existence, democracy and tolerance that the Mediterranean needs”. The two ministers launched a direct appeal to Lebanon to form good relations with Israel.
Peace building & Security Issues 
European Commission

EU to take SIS II decision in June
On Thursday 26 February, the EU decided to take a final decision in early June concerning the plan to create a second generation Schengen Information System (SIS II). The new system might quite simply be dropped in favour of database modernisation. “We shall know in June whether we can keep SIS II. If not, there will be the possibility of a variant of SIS I+”, said Jacques Barrot, European Commissioner responsible for justice, freedom and security, speaking after a meeting of home ministers attending the joint committee (EU, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Switzerland). “There are no insurmountable difficulties and we hope to be able to finalise the SIS II”, the commissioner said. “It is a complex system and the states have wanted to add extra services that have made it even more complex”, he explained. Created in 1990, the SIS is an information base common to the 25 countries belonging to the Schengen Area. Its aim is to centralise and facilitate the exchange of information held by police authorities. It contains over 28 million elements of information, of which over 22 million concern stolen goods, as well as records of around 1.2 million individuals - either considered undesirable or sought by justice. The system can process 17 elements of data per second. The SIS II, which is a highly complex project, mainly aims to strengthen the identification of people through biometric data storage (photographs and fingerprints).
For more information contact: assistant@concordeurope.org
Commission reflects on creation of permanent border guard corps at EU external borders

On Wednesday 25 February, the European Commission announced it was planning to place border guards at the EU external borders as a permanent measure under the aegis of the Frontex agency. Jacques Barrot, European Commissioner for Justice, Freedom and Security, pointed out: “The long term strategy (of Frontex), based on practical experience, will determine to what extent it would be preferable to allocate a permanent border guard and common equipment to control of the external border, rather than ensure the coordination of member state resources as is the case at present”. “An in-depth debate must be held on the long term strategy that the Union should follow regarding the agency's role”, he stressed, on the occasion of a debate organised during the plenary session of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) in Brussels. In its assessment report, the Commission recommends that, in the short term, the current mandate of the agency should be completely implemented, the commissioner said. During his speech, Mr Barrot also confirmed that the Commission will present two major legislative proposals early in 2010. The first will concern the introduction of an “entry and exit system” allowing entry and exit dates for each third country national admitted for a short stay in the Schengen Area to be recorded using biometric identification. The other will concern the creation of a programme of registered travellers, and will aim to facilitate border controls for certain categories of frequent travellers, based on strengthened prior control. Luis Miguel Pariza, rapporteur for the two opinions concerning European immigration and asylum policy, deplored the “very meagre” results of work in this field, above all due to the current Council decision-making mechanisms. “This policy will not be able to really attain its targets unless the Lisbon Treaty is adopted”, Mr Barrot pointed out, stressing the need to continue to work within the framework of the European Pact on immigration and asylum adopted last year. The first annual debate on the pact at the level of the European Council will be held in June 2010 under Spanish presidency, the commissioner said. Mr Barrot, who was there to present the Commission's approach to immigration and asylum to the members of the EESC, said that the first European forum on integration, an event in which the EESC will take part, will be organised for 20 April.

Miscellaneous
European Commission

Commission outlines policy priorities for 2010

The Commission has presented its Annual Policy Strategy which paves the way for establishing a policy agenda for 2010. While ensuring the continuity of the institution’s strategic planning system, the Annual Policy Strategy takes account of the fact that a new Commission will be in office in 2010. It will be for the next Commission to review the policy priorities at the start of its mandate, and to turn them into an operational programme when it draws up its Work Programme for 2010. The impact of the current financial and economic crisis is likely to be significant both in 2009 and in 2010 and can be expected to remain the focus of the Commission's work.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/277&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
EC focuses on disaster prevention and reduction of risks

The European Commission today adopted two Communications related to disasters: a Community approach to reducing the impact of natural and man-made disasters within the EU, and a strategy for supporting disaster risk reduction in developing countries. The Communications, adopted as a package, represent a first attempt to establish a more strategic approach. Proposed action at Community level focuses on areas where a common approach is more effective than separate national approaches, such as developing knowledge, linking actors and policies, and improving the performance of existing Community disaster prevention instruments. With regard to developing countries, the Commission is setting out an EU strategy to help reduce the impact of natural disasters on countries considered to be high-risk. Both Communications contribute to the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for action 2005-2015, adopted at the world conference on disaster reduction.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/303&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Dalia GrybauskaitÉ is candidate for Lithuanian presidency

Dalia Grybauskaité, Budget Commissioner, said on Thursday 26 February that she would be running for the presidential election of 17 May in her homeland of Lithuania. “I can and want to use my experience, my knowledge and my ability to chase the gloom” of political and economic life in Lithuania and to “create a state for citizens”, she told the press. Ms Grybauskaité informed José Manuel Barroso, who has authorised her to take “electoral leave” from 17 April (one month before the first round of elections), of her intention. “Until then, the commissioner will fully carry out her duties in Brussels”, a spokesperson explained. Mr Barroso is expected to decide who shall be given Ms Grybauskaité's portfolio during her campaign in Lithuania. Should Ms Grybauskaité be elected, Lithuania will have to designate a replacement for her at the Commission for the last months of her mandate (which would normally end on 31 October but which could be prolonged until January 2010 pending the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty).

The European Commission and the Order of Malta have signed a memorandum of understanding that enlarges and consolidates cooperation when it comes to emergency intervention and other action in developing countries. Cooperation has been very active for a long while. The memorandum extends it to new areas, by opening up additional possibilities. Thanks to its “sovereign” nature, the Order of Malta is represented in 102 countries where its ambassadors have immediate access to the local authorities and benefit from diplomatic protection. For its humanitarian action, it has a permanent presence in 120 countries. The memorandum provides for cooperation with the Commission in addition to intervention in urgent cases, social and medical assistance, the protection of disaster victims, etc. and also covers the diffusion of human rights, inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue and other forms of initiatives. The memorandum was signed by the president of the Commission, José Manuel Barroso, the Grand Master of the Order of Malta, Matthew Festing, and the Grand Chancellor, Jean-Pierre Mazéry.

Council of the European Union

Danish referendum on entering eurozone may be announced after Irish referendum on Lisbon Treaty
Denmark's Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen announced on Thursday that his government may decide this year to convene a referendum in 2010 or 2011 on Denmark's entry into the eurozone. Back in 2008, Mr Rasmussen had envisaged organising one or several referendums on the four “opt outs” negotiated by his country in 1992 (euro, defence, justice and citizenship), but the financial and economic crisis as well as problems relating to the Lisbon Treaty have forced Copenhagen to review its plans. In an interview with Reuters on 26 February, Mr Rasmussen said that the crisis has increased Danish support for joining the eurozone. “The financial crisis has made the costs of staying outside visible, both the economic and the political costs” the prime minister explained, stating his optimism that the Danish “people will change their mind towards the euro”. He explained that the decision on the referendum(s) (possibly also on the opt-outs) will only be taken after the new Irish referendum on the Lisbon Treaty expected for September or October this year. “We will see by the end of the year whether it will be possible to call the referendum. It is my strong intention to do so and I want Denmark to join the euro”, Mr Rasmussen said.

Austrian Valentin Inzko likely to be next EU and international community special representative
EU foreign ministers agreed on Monday 23 February on the nomination of Austrian diplomat Valentin Inzko as the new EU Special Representative (EUSR) and High Representative of the International Community to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The appointment of Inzko, who will occupy both posts simultaneously, still has to be approved by the United States, Russia and Turkey, the three other members of the Peace Implementation Council for Bosnia, said EU High Representative for the CFSP Javier Solana, following the Council on Monday evening. The consultation procedure has been launched and the official announcement of the new European and international representative to Sarajevo could come at any time, a Council source said on Tuesday. If his appointment is confirmed, Inzko, who is currently the Austrian ambassador to Slovenia (he was the ambassador to Bosnia from 1996 to 1999) will succeed Slovak Miroslav Lajcak, who has been appointed Slovenian Foreign Minister.
 EVENTS AT THE INSTITUTIONS - See also CONCORD institutional calendar in the "Advocacy Tool" section of CONCORD Extranet

European Commission

13 March 2009: Environmental "Auction Floor" Conference

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/environment/auction-floor_en.htm
25 March – beginning of May (main event 9May): Spring Day for Europe 2009
More information: http://www.springday2009.net/ww/en/pub/spring2009/homepage.htm
2 – 3 April 2009: 2nd European Water Conference 2009

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/index_en.htm
31 May 2009: Development Youth Prize 2009: Focus on Africa Human Development

More information: http://www.dyp2008.org/ww/en/pub/dyp2008/info.htm
23 – 26 June 2009: Green Week 2009 Climate change: act and adapt.
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/home.html
European Parliament

Before 31 March 2009: European Essay Competition Devoted to the 2009 European Parliament Elections

More information: http://parliament.europe.bg/en/index.php?category=374&id=19473
Council of the European Union

4 March 2009: Member States DCI committee on Non State Actors/Local authorities: Europeaid annual action 2009-2010 and the ten years evaluation of EDF and Food facility

4, 11, 13 March 2009: Coreper I (e.a. environment) 
5 March 2009: Meeting of DCI committee on the program Investing in People
10 March 2009: ECOFIN

Other

2-13 March 2009: Commission on the Status of Women (UNHQ)

5-7 March 2009: "Beyond Kyoto: Addressing the Challenges of Climate Change - Science meets Industry, Policy and Public", Aarhus, Denmark
5 March 2009: UNHQ event - 'Women and Men: United to end violence against women'
8 March 2009: International Women's Day
10-12 March 2009: Climate Change Congress (Copenhagen)

13 March 2009: 10th European Consumer Day

VACANCIES

UN vacancies:
Interested candidates are invited to visit the UNFCCC vacancy page at:

http://unfccc.int/secretariat/employment/recruitment .  
Qualified and experienced women and nationals from developing countries are especially encouraged to apply.

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/010/SDM

Post Title: Associate Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of process management, technical and substantive support for the implementation of the work program on the accreditation of operational entities.

Post Level: P-2

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 20 March 2009

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/012/SDM

Post Title: Associate Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of substantive input to the JI-PCT's work related to the JI project cycle, in particular regarding projects implemented under the verification procedure under the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee (JISC).

Post Level: P-2

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 27 March 2009

UNFCCC Vacancy Announcement VA 09/013/SDM

Post Title: Programme Officer

Main function: Provision of substantive support on policies, systems, standards, and services related to the JI project cycle work (determinations, verifications) under the verification procedure under the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee (JISC).

Post Level: P-3

Duty station: Bonn

Application deadline: 27 March 2009
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