Joint Submission from the UK Water Network to DFID’s consultation document, Eliminating World Poverty 

The UK Water Network, coordinated by BOND, is a collection of UK-based NGOs and trade unions working on issues relating to water resources, sanitation and international development. We welcome the opportunity to input our views to DFID’s consultation on their new White Paper. While most of our member organisations have submitted individual responses, we have decided to produce a short collective response to highlight the areas relating to water and sanitation where we feel there is greatest consensus and where urgent change is most required. Our recommendations to DFID are as follows:

1. Water and sanitation are an essential basic services and should be given equal weight as health and education within DFID
More than half the hospital beds in the world are filled with people suffering from water-borne diseases.
 Diarrhoea is the third-biggest child killer in Africa, and around 443 million school days are lost annually worldwide due to diorrhoeal disease.  Unless access to water and sanitation is improved, gains in the areas of health and education will be undermined, particularly for women and children who are disproportionately affected.  Progress in this sector is vital if all of the MDGs are to be met. However, between 2000 and 2004 DFID provided nearly four times as much aid to the health sector, and to the education sector, as to the water sector.  Within its sector-specific aid, DFID therefore needs to continue to increase aid to this sector, recognizing the impact that water and sanitation make to the whole poverty reduction agenda.

2. DFID should push for the EU Water Initiative to be radically overhauled
The amount of aid which individual EU member states have given to water and sanitation has fallen over the past decade.  EU donors are also bad at coordinating their activity in the water sector at the national level.  The EU Water Initiative was designed to tackle these problems and to be the EU’s main contribution to meeting the MDG targets on water and sanitation.  So far, however, the EU Water Initiative has failed to change any policy that would deliver improved water and sanitation to a single person in a developing country.  The Initiative now needs to be radically overhauled, with measurable targets set for improved donor coordination within and beyond EU donors and with regular public reporting. 

3. DFID should not overplay the role of the private sector in meeting the funding gap in the water and sanitation sector. 
The failure of developing countries to deliver basic water services has led some donors to promote exclusively, and in some cases impose, private sector participation (PSP). Whilst private sector participation should not be ruled out in every case, and distinctions should be drawn between small and large scale providers, research shows that the policy of private sector participation does not comprehensively tackle the underlying causes of the failure of government services to serve poor people. It is also unlikely that low capacity developing country governments will be able to properly regulate service providers.  Instead there is growing support for the concept of public/public/partnerships, as referred to in the recent report from the Kofi Annan Advisory Panel on Water and Sanitation.

DFID should not include PSP as a condition or pressure accompanying any funds, in line with the statement made at the Millennium Review Summit that developing countries should be allowed to determine their own policies. They should also stop using consultants who promote a “one-size fits all” approach to reforming the water sector and should ensure that water provision is one of the basic elements that constitute the democratic contract between citizens and the state.    
4. DFID should promote and invest in integrated approaches to water resource management at the country level
IWRM is vital to ensure long-term sustainability and essential in meeting the MDGs. It is necessary for balancing demands of different users as well as safeguarding biodiversity. As the impacts of climate change become apparent, the need for IWRM in all countries will become even more urgent. In 2002, the World Summit on Sustainable Development agreed that all countries should have integrated water resource management plans in place by 2005.  This date has now passed and according to the World Water Assessment Report, 2006, only 12 percent of countries have achieved this target. DFID should work with all partner governments to rectify this as a matter of urgency. Community-managed water supply has proven to be successful in various parts of the world, and so should be actively promoted and supported as part of the solution to IWRM
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