Response by the BOND United Kingdom Water Network (UKWN) to the House of Commons International Development Committee’s report on Sanitation and Water

Overview:

The UKWN congratulates the International Development Committee (IDC) for its wide-ranging and pertinent report on Sanitation and Water. We support many of the recommendations made in the report and look forward to reading DFID’s response to these recommendations. We call on the Committee to ensure that the UK government particularly increases its efforts in the following priority areas:

1) Raising the profile of the sector within international development

The IDC report acknowledges the failure of donors (including the UK), as well as developing country governments, to sufficiently prioritise sanitation and water within development programmes and policies.  DFID must ensure that the essential contribution of sanitation and water to all MDGs is fully recognised across DFID departments.  DFID should also step up its advocacy towards international donors with the aim of bringing an end to under-investment in the sector, in particular by ensuring that a new Global Action Plan on Water and Sanitation is agreed by all countries as a matter of urgency.

2) Increasing advisory capacity within the sector

The committee have highlighted a serious lack of organisational capacity with relation to water and sanitation within DFID.  As noted in the report, increased money is only part of the solution to reaching the sanitation and water MDGs.  Increased human resources within DFID are also required (R31) irrespective of head count restrictions. DFID should urgently carry out a staffing needs assessment for the sector (R32). DFID staff need the necessary skills to advise and assist country governments addressing the challenges arising from a diverse and complex sector, whether they relate to governance and accountability, water supply, sanitation or water resource management 

3) Championing Sanitation

The sanitation MDG target is seriously off-track.  The UKWN supports the committee’s recommendation that DFID reconfigure its staff and structures in order to step up as a global champion for sanitation.   The UKWN emphasises that behaviour change is key to the uptake of sanitation, and notes that this is resource intensive and takes place over a longer framework than water development. The IDC report highlights the need for a stronger interface between health, sanitation and water and calls for stronger linkages between advisers from different sectors.   The IDC report also makes the point that DFID’s education strategies need to emphasise the importance of sanitation and water promotion in improving primary school completion rates. We support these points.

4) Supporting the Public Sector

The IDC report recognises the central importance of the public sector in the management of sanitation and water services in developing countries. DFID should continue to investigate the promotion and funding of public sector reform through Public-Public Partnerships (PUPs) to assist in the reform of public utilities, so that they can operate more effectively and efficiently and extend service coverage to poor people (R24). 

5) Promoting appropriate technologies

The UKWN notes that given that climate change is now acknowledged as a reality, its impact on some already vulnerable groups in the developing world is likely to become catastrophic. The role for improved water management at all levels becomes vital in these circumstances. This will not only help to mitigate against the effects of climate change but also help to address poverty and food security. 

DFID should give more attention to technologies such as ecological sanitation or ecosan. Preliminary work from Malawi and elsewhere indicates this to be of profound importance, in turning an unwanted and dangerous bi-product of human existence into a valuable economic resource, for returning productivity to exhausted soils, increasing resistance to drought and of course helping to turn the health situation of poor rural and peri-urban populations around by placing an economic value on the bi-products of sanitation. 

6) Raising awareness of vulnerable groups

The issues specifically around women and girls access to sanitation are well explored in the IDC report, with the observation that DFID has not given adequate attention to the impact of women and girls’ water fetching burden in its educational strategies (R43). The report did not however cover the need for the involvement of women and girls in the planning, development and management of sanitation and water facilities. The IDC report did not highlight in its recommendations UKWN’s concern that the needs of vulnerable people including, disabled people, elderly people, and HIV/AIDS infected and affected people, have often been ignored in water and sanitation programmes. This requires attention in order to make access to water and sanitation easier and appropriate for such groups.  

UK Water Network, 10th June 2007

PAGE  
1

