Put People First Timeline 
In response the economic crisis of 2008-10, an unprecedented civil society platform was formed in the UK to deepen and popularise understanding of the root causes of poverty – abroad and at home - and to push for genuine solutions based on balanced economic thinking, including the need for democratic state action in the economy. 

This is its story. 

Early meetings 
On 14 October 2008, 100 activists gathered in Central London at a forum organised by Jubilee Debt Campaign, Bond, Trade Justice Movement, STP AIDS Campaign, Stop Climate Chaos and TUC. 
Tony Juniper (former head of Friends of the Earth), Celine Tan (the Third World Network) and Nick Hildyard (the Cornerhouse) showed the inter-connectedness of the foof, fuel and financial crises.
A series of papers were discussed that examine these links in more depth:

· Tony Juniper and others, A Green New Deal report, July 2008
· Nick Hildyard, A (Crumbling) Wall of Money: Financial Bricolage, Derivatives andPower, 9 October 2008
· Jubilee Debt Campaign, The debt crisis and the credit crunch, October 2008
There was widespread agreement that we must join the growing call for a radically restructured financial system, and ensure that any reformed system will place people and the planet at its core. 

A few days later, the Bretton Woods Project and Bond brought together around 40 representatives of development organisations, trade unions, environmental groups and academia to discuss how to take these demands forwards. 

Call time on global greed 
Responding to the news that an emergency meeting of the G20 was to meet in New York, hundreds of campaigning organisations from across the world found common cause behind a statement urging world leaders to take the opportunity to call for fundamental reform of the economic system, and for a process that includes poor countries as well as rich.  

In the UK, Directors of 25 organisations set out their recommendations in a joint letter to Gordon Brown, http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-562960 as activists took to the streets with alarm clocks, school bells, bike bells and jingle bells, with the message ‘Call time on Global Greed’, to make sure that as Gordon Brown left for the meeting he had our call ringing in his ears.
Yet, despite being billed as a 'Bretton Woods 2' meeting, the first G20 heads of state meeting agreed little of substance, and was criticised for an opaque, closed preparation process.  
With the news that the next G20 Heads of State meeting would take place in London on 2 April 2009, preparations began for something much bigger. 

The movement grows 
On the 10th and 11th of January 2009, 150 representatives of trade unions, farmers’ movements, global justice groups, environmental groups, development groups, migrants’ groups, faith-based groups, women’s groups, the have-not movements, student and youth groups, and anti-poverty groups from all over Europe gathered in Paris to analyse collectively the current crises, to develop joint strategies and to discuss joint demands and alternatives in response to these crises.

The meeting resolved to engage in a mass mobilisation in London on the 28th of March 2009 ahead of the G20 meeting, or to take to the streets in their own countries that same day to make their voices heard.  
As civil society groups flocked to back the demonstration a name and structures were established. The platform name decided was Put People First and the planned demonstration entitled: “The March for Jobs, Justice and Climate”. 

More than 200 groups promoted the action, including development NGOs, trade unions, student unions, faith groups, domestic poverty organisations, green NGOs and grassroots campaigns groups. 
A mass campaigning conference taking place exactly a month before the march, with 1500 attendees, three venues, and international speakers, called on attendees to take part in the mass demonstration on 28 March. 

The movement deepens  

As the crisis deepened, civil society produced new research showing the role of rich countries in creating the economic mess. This included a comprehensive report on the impact of the financial crisis on poor countries from ActionAid, and a report from the TUC revealing that UK tax payers lose 4 billion pounds a year because of tax dodging by the super rich.

Put People First responded with a full 12 point set of policy recommendations to serve as a blueprint to transition to a just economy. This was then discussed in meetings with the prime minister and key cabinet members.  
At the same time, grassroots public meetings took place across the country, hosted by unprecedented local alliances of trade unions, green groups and development campaigners, to discuss the economic crisis and its effect on ordinary people in rich countries, ordinary people in poor countries, and the environment. These result in coaches being organised from every major city in Britain (and many smaller towns too) to the demonstration in London.

The March for Jobs Justice and Climate
On 28 March 2009, 35,000 people marched through London for a democratic economy to deliver decent work, an end to global poverty and a safe climate. 

At a rally in Hyde Park, they were addressed by Global Justice author Susan George, TUC General Secretary Brendan Barber, actor Tony Robinson, trade campaigner Mary Lou Malig  and activist comedian Mark Thomas amongst others. 

Christian NGOs including World Vision, Christian Aid, Progressio and Tearfund organised an ecumenical service at Methodist Central Hall, overseen by the Bishop of London.  

Delegations joined the march from around the world, including Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Korea, USA, Australia, South Africa, Zambia, Canada and the Philippines. 

The action was reported in word-wide press, as well as on the front pages of several UK newspapers. 
 Watch videos of the day, and embed them in your website  

The G20 London Summit
Five days after the mass march, G20 leaders gathered in the Excel Centre, East London, to discuss the future of the global economy.

Civil society organisations were in unanimous agreement that the G20 communiqué did not deliver the break from ‘business as usual’ that the world needs. In particular the opportunity to signal the transition to a green economy was not seized, and concrete plans for increasing the accountability of the IMF were not forthcoming, despite a decision to increase its funding. 

However other announcements clearly showed the impact of the campaign and were cautiously welcomed, including funds for poor countries, and increasing the transparency of tax havens. Promisingly, at the press conference, Gordon Brown proclaimed the Washington Consensus to be ‘dead’. 

Read the official reaction ‘Beyond the London Summit’ 
The Autumn Meetings 

As the G20 returned to the UK in September 2009 – this time the Finance Ministers - UK civil society organisations kept up the pressure. 

Dressed as G20 leaders, holding money on a throne, campaigners highlighted the G20’s refusal to take the necessary steps to close tax havens, democratise financial institutions or build a green economy. The action was followed by a walking tour of places and institutions that have contributed to the crisis. (See videos) 

When G20 leaders’ met in Pittsburgh, they tasked the IMF to investigate instruments for a Financial Transaction Tax (Tobin Tax). However this was a single ray of light in a declaration that otherwise did little for the world’s poor . Aid pledges were recycled and although reform of the World Bank and IMF was on the agenda, decisions fell short of what is required.  

UK Government backs action on Aid and Financial Transaction Tax 

As the G20 Finance Ministers’ Meeting in Scotland approached, local public meetings took place up and down the UK. These culminated in two mass counter-conferences – one in London, one in St Andrews, on the same day as the ministers’ meeting. 
The counter-conferences examined in depth the steps needed to deliver a fair and sustainable economy, as well as helping to mobilise for the mass climate change demonstration planned for December. The day also served as the launch-pad for a new book from Put People First media partners New Internationalist entitled People First Economics.  

Cheers filled the halls when it was announced that the UK had changed its mind at the G20 and now supported the idea of a Financial Transaction Tax - a central call of the Put People First platform in 2009 and of longer-running NGO campaigns such as Stamp Out Poverty. 

Ahead of the meeting, Alasdair Darling announced that the UK would contribute £900 million a year in climate financing for poor countries to adapt to climate change, and called for a global agreement to scale this up. While this fell short of what was needed it was nevertheless progress. 
In the same month, Gordon Brown used his Labour Party Conference speech to pledge legislation to keep the target for 0.7% of GNI to be spent on aid. 
Preparation for Canada begins 
As Canada prepares to take over as host of the G20, Put People First platform members are building new and stronger international partnerships to keep up the pressure for a democratic economy that works for the world’s poor.  
