
Excerpts from The Labour Party Manifesto 2010: A future fair for all 
http://www.afuturefairforall.com/  
 
A NEW POLITICS 
 
Meeting the challenges of the new global age 
 
The challenge for Britain 

To harness our strengths and values, as we develop Britain’s world role in a 
global era, using our alliances and networks in order to promote security, 
economic prosperity, development and to safeguard the environment. The 
contrast with the Tory view could not be starker: they are stuck in the past, 
spurning alliances in Europe and helpless to defend our interests or secure 
the global change we need. 

The next stage of national renewal (from Labour's "50 steps to a future fair 
for all) 
 

46. Conduct a Strategic Defence Review to equip our Armed Forces for 21st 
Century challenges, and support our troops and veterans.  

47. Use our international reach to build security and stability – combating 
terrorism and extremism, curbing proliferation, preventing and resolving 
conflict, and tackling climate change. 

48. Lead the agenda for an outward-facing European Union that delivers jobs, 
prosperity and global influence. 
49. Re-energise the drive to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, 
supporting sustainable growth and combating poverty. 
50. Reform the UN, International Financial Institutions, the G8 and G20, and 
NATO to adapt to the new global challenges. 
 
The global poverty emergency: our moral duty, our common interest 
(10.6/10.7) 
 
Labour’s international leadership on development has helped transform the 
lives of millions across the world. Yet too many people still live in extreme 
poverty, die from treatable diseases, or are denied the chance to go to school. 
We will lead an international campaign to get the Millennium Development 
Goals back on track. We remain committed to spending 0.7 per cent of 
national income on aid from 2013, and we will enshrine this commitment in 
law early in the next Parliament. Our aid will target the poorest and most 
excluded – spent transparently and evaluated independently. 
 
We will fight corruption, investing more to track, freeze, and recover assets 
stolen from developing countries. Further action will be taken to strengthen 
developing countries’ tax systems, reduce tax evasion, improve reporting, and 
crack down on tax havens. To increase accountability, we will allocate at least 
five per cent of all funding developing country budgets for the purpose of 
strengthening the role of Parliaments and civil society.  



 
Our leadership on debt cancellation has freed 28 countries from the shackles 
of debt. We will continue to drive this agenda, building on legislation to 
clampdown on vulture funds. 
 
Access to health, education, food, water and sanitation are basic human 
rights. We will spend £8.5 billion over eight years to help more children go to 
school; maintain our pledge to spend £6 billion on health between 2008 and 
2015 and £1 billion through the Global Fund to support the fight against 
HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria; fight for universal access to prevention, treatment 
and care for HIV/AIDS by 2010; and deliver at least 30 million additional anti-
malarial bednets over the next three years. 
 
We will provide £1 billion for water and sanitation by 2013, driving this issue 
up the international agenda, and over £1 billion on food security and 
agriculture. We will push for the establishment of a Global Council on Child 
Hunger. We will help save the lives of six million mothers and babies by 2015 
and, because international focus on the needs of women and girls is vital, we 
will double core funding to the new UN Women’s agency. While the Tories 
would favour private schemes, we will work closely with NGOs and 
developing countries to eliminate user fees and promote healthcare and 
education free at the point of access. We will encourage other countries to 
ratify the ILO conventions on labour standards, as we have done. 
 
Trade can lift millions out of poverty. We will work with the private sector, 
trade unions and co-operatives to promote sustainable development, 
quadruple our funding for fair and ethical trade, and press for a fair World 
Trade Organisation deal, with no enforced liberalisation for poor countries, 
and increased duty-free and quota-free access. 
 
Reforming global institutions 
 
In today’s world, power is shifting, flowing downwards and outwards towards 
new non-state actors, networked by modern communications. Governments 
and global institutions must respond to this change – and reform to meet new 
challenges. They need to be more effective but also more inclusive. To secure 
global change, we will make the case for: 
 
• The extension of the G8. 
• A clearer mandate for the World Bank to focus on the poorest countries and 
promote low-carbon development; and for the IMF to focus on financial 
stability, with both becoming more inclusive. 
• Radical UN reform, including new membership of the Security Council, 
budgetary reform, and an overhaul of UN agencies. 
• Continuing reform of NATO and stronger international co-operation to tackle 
security challenges, while building the capacity of regional security 
organisations including the African Union. 
• The enduring role of the Commonwealth – a unique organisation for 
fostering understanding and trust, spanning a quarter of the world’s 
population. 



 
International commitments and a voice for Britain in global affairs are not an 
optional extra for Labour. They are central to our vision of a better Britain. We 
have strengthened our international alliances and will continue to do so in 
ways that speak to our deepest values as a nation. 
 
PROTECTING PUBLIC SERVICES & STRENGTHENING SOCIETY 
 
Towards a green economy (8.2)  
 
Internationally, we will continue to work for an ambitious, fair and legally 
binding climate change agreement, building on the Copenhagen Accord to 
limit global temperature rises to two degrees Celsius. In the next Parliament, 
we will use our leadership in the EU to push for a strengthening of Europe’s 
2020 emission reductions from 20 to 30 per cent by 2020 as 
part of an ambitious global deal. This would mean the UK increasing its 
current target of a 34 per cent reduction. As part of the negotiations, we 
believe Europe should agree a second Kyoto commitment period, provided all 
countries are brought within a clear legal framework. 
 
Developing countries need help to adapt, reduce deforestation and emissions. 
From 2013 we will provide climate assistance additional to our commitment to 
provide 0.7 per cent of national income in overseas aid. No more than ten per 
cent of our aid will be counted towards climate finance. 
 


