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Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown MP                                                                                    
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

SW1A 2AA

12 June 2008 

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing to you on behalf of the BOND membership ahead of the European Council Meeting on 19-20 June to urge you to use this opportunity to ensure strong EU leadership in the fight against global poverty.  
We welcome your efforts to secure new commitments by the EU to accelerate progress on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  However, any European Agenda for Action on the MDGs will lack credibility without agreements by all member states to publish year-by-year binding timetables showing how they will deliver on their existing EU aid commitments.  A recent report produced by CONCORD
 shows that on current trends, the EU will have given €75billion less in aid between 2005 and 2010 than was promised.  This shortfall would put the MDGs in jeopardy.

We urge you to ensure that:

· The Agenda for Action on the MDGs is accompanied by concrete commitments from all member states to meet EU aid targets.

· Commitments to provide more aid are linked to an ambitious EU plan on aid effectiveness, to both meet existing commitments and set new standards.
We are also aware that the European Council will be discussing the Lisbon Treaty.  The Treaty has significant implications for EU development policy particularly as regards the new foreign policy structures which it creates. 
We urge you to ensure that the reorganisation of the EU’s foreign policy services preserves the integrity of EU development policy and recognises poverty reduction as its primary objective in line with the Lisbon Treaty.  We strongly believe that this will require that the Commissioner for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid is a full member of the Commission and has a clear lead in all aspects of the EU’s development policy, programming and implementation. 
We understand that preparations are already underway for rolling out the provisions of the Treaty, alongside the ratification process.  These negotiations should be conducted in an open, inclusive manner. The European Parliament, National Parliaments and Civil Society should be fully consulted as part of this process. 
We wish you a constructive meeting and look forward to a successful outcome.
Yours sincerely,
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Charlotte Imbert,
BOND Interim General Secretary

� CONCORD is the Confederation of European Development NGOs, representing over 1600 members across Europe. 


� “No Time to Waste: European governments behind schedule aid quantity and quality”; May 2008; CONCORD 





