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The Rt Hon Douglas Alexander MP 
Secretary of State 

Department for International Development

1 Palace Street 

London SW1E 5HE

1 December 2009

Dear Secretary of State,
I am writing to thank you for your letter of 12 November in response to our concerns around the 16-17 November GAERC meeting and about the Commission’s communication on a ‘whole of union’ approach to policy coherence for development. 
Bond, its members and the UK Aid Network were pleased to see that the final conclusions of the GAERC (dated 17 November 2009) moved considerably from the original draft. Many of our concerns were addressed and indeed each of the issues highlighted in the Concord report Spotlight on Policy Coherence for Development were specifically identified for follow-up in the EU PCD work program for 2010-2013. We note, however, that the ‘whole of country’ approach and the ODA+ proposal may well stay on the EU’s agenda and this is of concern to us. We look forward to working together to monitor and respond to any further developments, including ensuring that the OECD DAC – the most appropriate forum to discuss such proposals - deals with this issue without weakening the ODA agenda.
We very much appreciate both your listening to and the will to address many of our concerns around the November GAERC and believe our collaboration has resulted in better development outcomes from it. We look forward to continuing to work together in such a way in the lead up to the May GAERC, which will be discussing two important issues: ODA Commitments and the MDG 2010 Review, on which we know that EU consensus will not be easy.
Yours sincerely,
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Nick Roseveare 

Chief Executive, BOND
In copy to: 
Gareth Thomas, Minister of State for International Development
Tamsyn Barton, Head of Europe Department 
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