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The All Party Parliamentary Group for Debt, Aid and Trade

Inquiry into Aid Effectiveness

The All Party Parliamentary Group for Debt, Aid and Trade (APPG DAT) is one of the most active and important Groups in parliament.  The APPG enjoys cross-party support in both Houses and has a widespread membership of over 170 MPs and Peers.  The Group helps to raise the profile of international development issues in parliament and aims to produce a seminal inquiry into aid effectiveness later this year.  The final report will be viewed by the members of the Group, as well as distributed amongst the media, academic institutions and relevant ministries. 
The affect of aid on developing economies and societies is greatly disputed.  The APPG, via extensive consultation, aims to provide parliamentarians with a comprehensive review of aid and how to improve aid effectiveness.
The terms of reference for the inquiry are detailed below; the focus of the Group’s inquiry will be around the following five subject matters and is unlikely to deviate from these issues.
Terms of Reference

What do we know about the impact of aid and where are the major gaps in our knowledge?
What evidence is there on the impact of official aid on poverty and sustainable development?  What evidence is there regarding the effectiveness of different sorts of aid – project aid, programme aid, budget support etc? Where should aid be directed?  Is aid given to and through NGOs any more (or less) effective?
The Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Action

The Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for Action called for a closer relationship between donor and recipient countries.  What difference do these commitments mean to the provision of aid in terms of aid fragmentation, harmonisation and the alignment of aid to development plans drawn up by recipient governments?
Conditions

The Paris Declaration calls for donors to alter their conditions to prescriptions based on the developing country’s own objectives.  Some speakers have stated they believe DfID should increase its conditions, but what conditions, if any, should be placed on aid?
Increasing accountability
Within aid-recipient countries, what efforts should Britain and other donors be making to expand, enhance and deepen public involvement in influencing policies and in the scrutiny of state expenditures, including the use of aid funds?  
Aid predictability
Delivering predictable and long-term aid vastly improves aid effectiveness.  How can donors who do not fulfil their commitments be successfully monitored and encouraged to adhere to them?
