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“The G8’s announcement of $20bn over three years is a welcome step in the right direction to get food on the table for the one billion hungry but it’s not enough to feed them all.”
 

“Aid for food must reach at least $23bn a year (by 2012) to reach the MDG goal of halving hunger by 2015.  This takes the G8 much closer over the next few years but there is still a way to go.”
 

“The sums just aren’t adding up. Is this all really new money? Given the G8’s record on delivery, this is still very much a work in progress. So far they have been counting not just apples and oranges but more like apples, oranges, cauliflowers and beets.
 

 

 

See ActionAid’s scorecard of the Accountability Report, January 2008-July 2009 released by the G8 this week:
 

	Subject
	G8 Progress
	Grade

	Food security
G8 funding to reach $23 billion by 2012
	Announcement of $20 billion over the next three years
They announced disbursements this week of $13.45bn for the food crisis. These figures are inflated and padded – at least $1.35bn of this are loans. Some $1.5bn is possible EC funding. Actionaid estimates that the total is at most $10bn spent by the G8 on food
	5/10
Step in the right direction, but could try harder

	Hunger
Prioritised to top of the political agenda
	Announcement on hunger
Separate joint statement on hunger
Substantial section on hunger in the G8 communiqué
	8/10
Good work but more attention to detail needed

	Biofuels
Stop using subsidies and targets
	$229 million of aid to biofuels listed in the Accountability Report as counting towards food security – some of this not even going to developing countries!
The joint statement says biofuel production should not compromise food security.
	0/10
FAIL- never listens in class

	Land grabbing
Create an enforceable code of conduct
	The G8 communiqué has called for a joint proposal on principles and best practice
	1/10
Very poor performance

	Women
Focus financing on the needs of small holders, especially women
	Official statements mention women and other small holder farmers
The Accountability Report has no information on how much money has been spent to support these groups
	3/10
Slowly learning. Grasps the theory but can’t apply in practice

	Trade
Stop imposing trade liberalization
	The G8 communiqué and joint statement both call for a "comprehensive and ambitious conclusion of the Doha Round"
	0/10
FAIL- constantly misbehaves

	Climate
Make progress towards an ambitious deal
	The 2 degree Celsius limit was referenced
No figures on emissions reduction by 2020
There is no new money for adaption or low carbon growth.  In the accountability report some donors count every cent of climate funding as counting towards their food spending – even if this is not spent yet or is not on agriculture  
	1/10
Do you ever listen?


Tell Gordon Brown to put the hunger crisis on the G8 agenda this July. New UN figures show that more than a billion people now go hungry every day. It's time to say "enough!" to global hunger. To add your voice go to www.actionaid.org.uk/101897/hungerfree.html
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