Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP
Prime Minister 

10 Downing Street 

London SW1A 2AA

8 June 2009

Dear Prime Minister, 

I am writing to you ahead of the European Council meeting on 18-19 June to urge you to ensure EU development promises are maintained in the ongoing global crisis. 

BOND and the pan-European NGO confederation CONCORD are both calling upon European leaders to use the Council meeting to explicitly reconfirm individual and collective Official Development Assistance (ODA) commitments. All Member States need to produce timetables by September 2009 that demonstrate how they will reach their 2010 aid targets, and commit to making no further aid cuts to future development budgets. 
We urge you to ensure that the EU speeds up its disbursement of existing ODA, and makes available new and additional monies to tackle the impact of the crisis on developing economies, paying particular attention to the poorest groups who are hardest hit and prioritising basic social services and social protection. 
We also urge you to agree language which ensures the EU’s new Whole of Union approach means that all policies, including those on trade and those which support inflows of external capital into developing countries, are consistent with development and poverty reduction objectives. 
We welcome the United Nations Conference on the world financial and economic crisis to be held on 24-26 June 2009. It is vital that the EU takes a strong coordinated position to this conference on the reform of the financial system and the International Financial Institutions by supporting the proposal to set up a global economic coordination council hosted by the UN. As expressed in the BOND letter sent to you recently (21 May 2009), we urge for the highest level of participation at this event. 
Regarding the challenge of climate change, the EU must demonstrate leadership on the road to Copenhagen. The EU must take responsibility by confirming predictable and substantial public financing for climate change adaptation and mitigation and providing an ambitious mandate to EU officials currently negotiating the agreed outcome from Copenhagen. We call upon the UK Government to ensure that the EU will collectively provide at least one third of the total cost of climate change adaptation and mitigation financing in addition to existing ODA commitments, and substantially reduce its own greenhouse gas emissions by more than 40% from 1990 levels by 2020 and 80% by 2050.

Finally, with regards to the discussion around the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty by some EU member states and the EU institutional reforms that this would entail, it is vital that, whatever direction the EU decides to take on future reforms, coherence is ensured between the EU external affairs and development objectives as stated in the European Consensus on Development. It is equally important that poverty eradication remains the primary objective of European Development Policy, to avoid subordinating development instruments to a narrowly defined foreign policy agenda or Europe's commercial objectives. For further details on our vision for institutional reforms on EU level, we would like to draw your attention to the enclosed BOND Briefing Paper. 
It is key that you take the opportunity of this Council meeting to agree these commitments which are crucial for reducing the impact of the financial, food, energy and climate crises in the developing world. 
I wish you a successful meeting and I look forward to hearing the outcome. 
Yours Sincerely,

Nick Roseveare 

Chief Executive, BOND
