[image: image1.png]


Rt. Hon. William Hague MP

Foreign Secretary 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office

King Charles Street
London
SW1A 2AH

31 October 2011

Dear Foreign Secretary,

Re: EU General Affairs Council meeting on 15 November 2011

I am writing on behalf of Bond, the UK membership body for 360 international development NGOs, ahead of the upcoming EU General Affairs Council meeting to address the main issue on the agenda: the EU Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). UK NGOs working on international development and humanitarian aid are following those discussions very closely particularly in regard to aid spending levels. We welcome the support by the UK Coalition Government to achieve and legislate for the 0.7% of GNI development aid target and hope that this commitment will be reflected in the MFF discussions. 

Based on the European Commission Communication for the next MFF, I would like to emphasise some points of importance to Bond members regarding the section headed ‘The EU as a global player’. 

We welcome the proposal for a clear commitment to the 0.7% GNI development aid targets, the explicit reference to, and prioritisation of, climate action, and the clear focus on poverty eradication based on development and humanitarian principles, democracy and human rights. We also welcome the proposed Financial Transaction Tax provided that it is used to allow the EU to fulfil its existing and future commitments towards the global challenges of the fight against poverty and climate change in developing countries. 

We urge you to support the EC proposal on development funding levels and the focus on poverty eradication, as they are essential to ensure that the EU meets its Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) commitments. Likewise it is vital to guarantee adequate funding to enable the EU to respond to expected rising humanitarian needs due to external factors such as climate change, population growth and pressure on scarce resources. 

As Prime Minister David Cameron and Secretary of State Andrew Mitchell have emphasised at different occasions, the difficult current economic context should not undermine our commitments to the poor made by the United Kingdom and other EU member states. Tackling the global challenges of poverty and sustainable development is of mutual interest for European and partner countries citizens.

We further urge you to ensure that:

· The next MFF will treat as fundamental the principle of Policy Coherence for Development.  Development policies alone will not be sufficient: EU and Member States’ policies in other external policy areas such as trade, environment, climate, energy, agriculture, migration, security and foreign policy must support - or, at minimum, not harm - national, local and regional efforts to eradicate poverty and promote sustainable development in partner countries.
· Climate financing is additional to official development assistance commitments already made. 

· The new budget is not used as an opportunity to cut aid to emerging and middle income countries where three quarters of the world’s poor live. Poverty eradication and fighting inequalities must be central to development cooperation.

I enclose Bond’s positions regarding the next MFF with specific recommendations for the UK Government and other EU Member States to take into consideration when negotiating the future EU budget.

I wish you a successful outcome to these important discussions and look forward to continue the dialogue with your officials.  

Yours sincerely,
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Nick Roseveare 

Chief Executive, Bond

In copy to:

Rt. Hon. David Lidington MP, Minister for Europe 

Stephen O’Brien MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for International Development

Melinda Simmons, Head of Europe Department, DFID 

Regent’s Wharf · 8 All Saints Street · London · N1 9RL · United Kingdom


+44 (0)20 7837 8344 · bond@bond.org.uk · bond.org.uk














