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Stephen O’Brien MP

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for International Development

Department for International Development

1 Palace Street 

London SW1E 5HE

7 July 2011

Dear Under Secretary of State,
I am writing ahead of the EU Development Ministers’ meeting on 15 July, to highlight two important items which are coming up on the agenda. Bond member organisations are following these issues closely and are focusing their work on these policy areas. 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)
Following the publication of the EC Communication on the 2014-2020 EU MFF, Bond welcomes the clear commitment to the EU aid targets of 0.7% GNI and the clear focus on poverty eradication based on democracy, human rights, equality and respect for the UN Charter and international law. Bond and its members urge you in your discussions to promote these commitments and the following principles:
· The maintenance of the proposed increase of development funding levels.
· The protection of aid to emerging and middle income countries where three quarters of the world’s poor live. Poverty eradication and the fight against inequality must be central to development cooperation. 

· The additionality of climate financing in relation to existing ODA commitments. 
High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, Busan (HLF4) 


Evidence gathered in preparation for the HLF4 suggests that the implementation of the Paris Declaration has helped to improve aid effectiveness and has delivered development results.  However, the evidence also shows that the Paris Declaration and the Accra Agenda for Action are far being from fully implemented and require long term engagement to deliver their full impact. Bond members believe that EU member states and the broader development community need to commit at Busan to continue to implement Paris and Accra and deepen their commitments in areas which help to deliver results. The UK, given its good performance is this area, can ensure that others meet their Paris and Accra commitments.
The current draft Outcome Document places also an emphasis on the pursuit of a joint agenda for development cooperation with new development actors; while this is an important goal for Busan, we believe that it must not shift focus away from the primary objective of implementation of existing aid effectiveness commitments. 
We look forward to continuing our on-going dialogue with your DFID team in the coming months.
Yours sincerely, 
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Nick Roseveare

Chief Executive 
Regent’s Wharf · 8 All Saints Street · London · N1 9RL · United Kingdom
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