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Bond response to Supporting a Stronger Civil Society

Question 10: Do you have further suggestions or comments on how the Office for Civil Society can help frontline groups become more efficient and effective?

Bond is the UK membership body for NGOs working in international development (for further information about Bond, see www.bond.org.uk). Bond notes that the document Supporting a Stronger Civil Society is focussed on the domestic NGO sector, and makes this response in order to draw attention to the links between international development and the Big Society.

As the Secretary of State for International Development noted recently, the development movement delivers progressive change for communities worldwide through social action and strengthening communities. 
International development NGOs also have a long and distinguished history of mobilising many millions of activists, volunteers and supporters from diverse sections of the community, who look beyond their own interests to participate in global issues where they live, here in Britain. UK NGOs also work with partners in civil society across the world to strengthen social action and communities. Some development NGOs are membership organisations.
International development motivates young and old, faith based groups and non-believers, students and working people. International development connects communities in the UK who would not otherwise meet as well as communities in the global North and global South.

For all these reasons, Bond is interested in bringing the learning of the development sector about social mobilisation, empowering citizens and making governments more accountable and transparent to the Big Society, and in investigating how the development sector can itself participate in realising social progress through the Big Society.
For example, Bond member Engineers Without Borders is mobilising its members to prove thermal insulation for university engineering departments and student accommodation by installing wall insulation, as part of a wider focus on climate change.

We suggest that UK citizens are not just part of British Big Society - we are all part of a global Big Society. Any vision of Big Society that does not take this into account is not sufficient to address the challenges of the 21st century and will not enable the UK to play its full part in global challenges or to address domestic challenges with the benefit of all that can be learnt from civil society across the world.        
For further information, please contact Katherine Astill, Sector Advocacy Officer, kastill@bond.org.uk.
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