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Dear Mr ConsoIo

Thank you for your letter of 21 December 2010 expressmg CONCORDS posrtlon on the EUs
1nst1tut10nal reforms Upon my reqnest Mrs Jivka Petkova from my Cabmet met with you and your
“colleagues on 11 Apnl “to_discuss all the issues you ralsed in your correspondence It is very
important to keep in regular contact ‘with NGOs to exchange views. I apologise for the delay in my
-response to your letter, but I trust that the meeting: with Mrs Petkova proved constructrve and timely
with the European External Actron Serv1ce now up and runnrng

I would like to reiterate ‘what I have said before, that development remains at the heart of EU
~ external action, both in working with developmg countries themselves but also working together

with strategic partners on global challenges Eradlcatmg poverty, with a.special focus on the
Millenium Development Goals, is.an overarehmg Ob_]CCtIVC accordmg to the Lisbon Treaty. A key
mandate of the EEAS is to gurde development policy in a-way. that'is coherent and consistent with
the European Union's main principles, values and iobjectives. - The EEAS is*committed to ensure
better synergies between: EU development polrcles and other key EU prlorltres such as good
governance, human rights, conﬂlct preventlon gender i lssues mrgratlon and peace-bulldmg These
are mutually enforcing. : '

1 personally take a strong mterest in development pollcy and take the objectlves expressed. in the
" Lisben Treaty very seriously. In. that context I regularly chalr meetrngs of EU Development
ministers in order to ensure that thelr mput and ideas are an 1mportant part of overall reflections. In
the EEAS, development ‘is a key.concem for relevant geographrcal units, and in order to further
strengthen its importance new “Development Cooperation Coordmatmn Division has. been created ,
under the Managing Directorate “Global and" Multllateral issues™ where the new Managing
Director Mrs Mara Marmak1 has just recently been. appomted :

The EEAS is also dedtcated to close cooperatlon w1th the Commrssron (DG DEVCO) Andris
Piebalgs and I work to gether closely and" present programmmg decisions jointly to the Commission.
I believe that the arrangements found regardmg development pohcy and: the ‘external: ﬁnancmg
instruments are the right ones to ensure: both coherence and a'strong: development focus. We will
focus together on making EU assistance as effectrve ‘flexible, predlctable and outcome- onented as

possrble

1 also believe that the EU and therefore ‘the EEAS should be active in shapmg the global
development agenda via the multilateral system and international institutions. We are: strongly
engaged in the UN, both as a participant in meetings and also as a donor. ‘The EEAS will'also be




pro-active and cdntribute to shape. the ihtemationall deVelopment agenda in the next few years
within other international fora, SRR '

.We are engaged in cooperation and outreach to developing countries with development at the core

of our discussions. The EEAS is actively involved in promoting Strategic Partnerships with the
most dynamic emerging economies in Asia and Latin America (China, India, ‘Br—azil, Mexico etc). -
Also the European Investment Bank (EIB) is considering how to expand its cooperation with these
countries. More synergies between the EU grants and EIB loans could be achieved there, The EEAS
is also stepping up cooperation with the group of low-income. countries, especially those in sub-
Saharan Africa, in view of the forthcoming UN Conferenice on low-income developing countries

scheduled in 2011.

You rightly stress democracy, rule of law and human rights as key for EU external action p,olicies.

are key-priorities for the EEAS in dealing with-partner countries. These areae_'s‘sen&al‘policy pre-
conditions for long-term growth and sustainable development. For instance, the EEAS is actively
supporting the political and socio-economic. transformation process in the countries in the
Mediterranean region on the way -towards democratization and. reform, as outlined in the recent
communication presented to the European Council by myself and Commission colleagues.

Yours sincerely

Catherine Ashton




