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	ActionAid International 

ADRA 

Aprodev

Austria 

Belgium 

CARE

Caritas Europa

CBM International
CIDSE

Czech Republic : FoRS

Cyprus:  CYINDEP 
Denmark: EU-NGO

Estonia: AKÜ
EU-CORD

Eurodad

Eurostep 

Finland: Kehys ry

France: Coordination SUD
Germany: VENRO

Greece 

Hungary: HAND

IPPF European Network
Ireland: Dóchas

Italy: ONG italiane

Latvia: Lapas
Luxembourg : Cercle

Malta: SKOP
the Netherlands  

Oxfam International 

Plan Europe

Poland: Grupa Zagranica

Portugal

Save the Children 

Slovakia: MVRO

Slovenia: SLOGA
Solidar 

Spain: CoNgDe

Sweden:CONCORD Sverige
Terre des Hommes F.I.
UK: BOND

World Vision 

Wide

 National platform

 Network


Baroness Catherine Ashton
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security

Policy of the European Union (EU), 
and Vice President of the European Commission

21 December 2010

Dear Baroness Ashton,

I am writing to you as the new European External Action Service officially starts its work.

CONCORD welcomed the agreement reached in June between the European Parliament and EU member states on the set up of the new Service. We were pleased to see that the agreement restated the Lisbon Treaty provision on development cooperation as a policy area in its own right with poverty eradication at its heart. We also welcomed the fact that the responsibility of the Commissioner for Development for all levels from strategic policymaking through to budget implementation was recognized. 
It is now crucial that the spirit of the agreement is truly reflected in the structures of the new EEAS which should comprise strong development expertise at both working and management levels, and adequate mechanisms to avoid subordination of development to foreign policy and security objectives, and to ensure policy coherence for development. 

Please find enclosed CONCORD’s updated position on EU institutional reforms, which explains how we believe the current reform process can put sustainable development, human rights, gender equality and human security at the core of the EU’s external operations and dialogue with developing countries. This is key to establishing peaceful, prosperous societies engaged in constructive relationships with the EU whether on matters concerning issues of politics, the environment, the economy or security.  

Following our constructive meeting with you in June, we would welcome the opportunity to exchange our views at this crucial juncture on the European External Action Service and how the new structure can operate in a way that promotes the above agenda. CONCORD will follow up with your office regarding this request. 
Yours sincerely,

Olivier Consolo 
Director
a.i.s.b.l.
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