[image: image1.png]turopean NGO contederation
for relief and development

Confédération européenne des ONG
d'urgence et de développement



[image: image2.png]" e Kl




	NW

NW

NW

NP

NP
NP
NW

NW

NW

NW
NP
NP
NP
NP
NW

NW

NW
NP
NP

NP

NP

NP
NW
NP

NP

NP

NP

NP

NP
NW

NW
NP
NP
NW
NP
NP

NW
NP
NP
NWNPNW
NW

NP NW
	ActionAid International 

ADRA 

Aprodev

Austria 

Belgium 
Bulgaria
CARE

Caritas Europa

CBM International
CIDSE

Czech Republic : FoRS

Cyprus:  CYINDEP 
Denmark: EU-NGO

Estonia: AKÜ
EU-CORD

Eurodad

Eurostep 

Finland: Kehys ry

France: Coordination SUD
Germany: VENRO

Greece 

Hungary: HAND

IPPF European Network
Ireland: Dóchas

Italy: ONG italiane

Latvia: Lapas
Luxembourg : Cercle

Malta: SKOP
the Netherlands  

Oxfam International 

Plan Europe

Poland: Grupa Zagranica

Portugal

Save the Children 

Slovakia: MVRO

Slovenia: SLOGA
Solidar 

Spain: CoNgDe

Sweden: CONCORD Sverige
Terre des Hommes F.I.
UK: Bond
World Vision 

Wide

 National platform

 Network


  Commissioner Piebalgs

Commissioner for Development

Rue de La Loi 200

B-1049 Brussels

24 January 2011
Dear Commissioner Piebalgs, 
CONCORD appreciates the opportunity to contribute to the debate on the European Commission Green Paper: "EU development policy in support of inclusive growth and sustainable development - Increasing the impact of EU development policy". CONCORD’s full response to the consultation comprises:

1. this covering letter

2. a detailed response to the questions within the consultation paper
3. CONCORD’s Narrative on Development: EU responsibilities for a just and sustainable world.
This response represents our common reflection notwithstanding the contributions our members are submitting individually.
CONCORD supports an open and transparent debate on how to improve the impact of EU’s development policy in order to support poorest countries’ efforts to reduce poverty. Assessing - and reviewing when relevant - current policies and practices are very timely in the current economic and financial crisis and ahead of the next financial framework of the EU. 
As clearly stated in the Lisbon Treaty, the eradication of poverty is the main binding objective of EU development cooperation and policies, and thus, improving EU’s development policy impact implies being more effective in poverty eradication.  
Economic growth alone does not eradicate poverty. Alternative economic measures as well as specific policies to ensure democratic governance and empowerment are necessary to achieve inclusive and sustainable growth for development. One of the key factors limiting the potential of growth and the fight against poverty is inequality in enjoying the benefits of growth.  The idea that high growth improves the wellbeing of all is undermined by the significant negative impacts of inequality.  History has shown that without an explicit focus on inequality, achievements such as high growth rates do not lead to an improvement of the livelihoods of the poor nor society as a whole.
Poverty is not a one-dimensional problem relating to a lack of income or resources but involves also a lack of capacity to participate in societal dynamics and to manage one’s own future. People living in poverty are usually deprived of the full enjoyment of their human rights. A rights–based approach to development could also contribute to the eradication of poverty and inequality. It is more than a legalistic approach to development but demands a change in the way development is “done” and understood

For growth to be beneficial for development, CONCORD believes it has to be sustainable and inclusive, addressing inequalities with a special emphasis on reaching the poor and vulnerable. Pro-poor growth is based on decent job creation, functioning health services, universal access to education, a productive agriculture, and democratic governance that favours and strengthens civil society participation. 

Achieving sustainable impact requires investments in support to basic social sectors such as education and health. The power of education to transform individuals and societies lies on quality education that encompasses not only the acquisition of competencies but also skills and capabilities that empower individuals to develop their full potential. Addressing discrimination in access to education is crucial to eliminate the existing gender gap in primary education reflected in the fact that two thirds of the adult illiterates on the world are women.  
The debate on how to improve the impact of EU’s development policy also offers an opportunity to strengthen the common focus achieved through the EU Development Consensus and build on best practices and the progress achieved so far. As an example, we welcome the introduction of joint approaches to programming across EU Member States, and greater shared development analysis and division of labour, all of which if correctly implemented can make a big difference in the effectiveness of European aid.  
The CONCORD submission focuses on several key issues, where new orientations are particularly needed at this time. These include : policy coherence for development, with the 2011 review of progress and reorganization of DG Development Cooperation ; security & development, as the EU External Action Service begins its work ; food security, with the potential for further food crises this year ; and education & healthcare, as key building blocks for the Millennium Development Goals following the 2010 summit.  

While CONCORD and its members have specific contributions to the questions of the consultation, our common stand in this debate is summarised as follows: 

· The importance of maintaining the overarching focus of development policies on poverty eradication and reducing poverty, ODA and the delivery of essential services as the building blocks towards sustainable development.

· Economic growth is as an important factor for development if truly inclusive, and applied alongside policies to ensure democratic governance and empowerment. Democratic governance is only possible with an active civil society, working in the interests of the poor and marginalised.
· Policy coherence for development is a crucial issue, both in terms of its impact on development and as a condition for inclusive growth; and requires increased capacity.
· The unique ability for ODA to focus on poverty eradication as opposed to other development instruments, and the only instrument readily available to respond to the immediate needs of poor people.  The EU needs to ensure the aid that it gives is not redirected for other foreign policy objectives.
· The importance of maintaining Paris and Accra commitments to aid effectiveness, and striving towards their implementation in Busan.

· Maintain the focus of the debate on delivery of aid and aid modalities that can have the greatest impact for the beneficiaries rather than diverting attention towards increasing reporting demands.

CONCORD remains at your disposal for further discussion on this important debate.

Yours sincerely,

Justin Kilcullen
President of CONCORD



a.i.s.b.l.
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