Briefing Note
Key demands of BOND members and partner networks 
on the development agenda of the 2009 G8 Summit

- 1 July 2009 -
· Providing the emergency funding necessary without harmful economic policy conditionalities attached: 
The financial crisis has shown that fundamental changes of the international economic and financial system are needed. Over the last decades, G8 countries working closely with the World Bank and the IMF tended to use economic policy conditionalities often forcing countries to privatise and deregulate parts of their economies, yet, these policies have proved to be wrong. The poorest now need to cope with a crisis they have not caused but will be suffering most. 

Therefore G8 countries need to commit to: 
· increase emergency funding without harmful economic policy conditionalities attached and being provided largely as grants with a focus on supporting nationally-developed social protection schemes; 

· revise the World Bank’s IDA allocation system ensuring that funds reach the poorest and most vulnerable;

· promote innovative sources of finance such as the Currency Transaction Tax. 

· stem illicit capital flight and promote tax transparency through supporting an international accounting standard for country-by-country reporting, and a multilateral agreement on the automatic exchange of tax information.

· Increasing the number and quality of jobs in developing countries in line with the ILO decent work agenda,
The UK Government needs to promote the ILO Global Jobs Pact which was called for by the London Summit and was adopted by the International Labour Conference in Geneva in June. The Pact provides guidance for governments and employers to maintain and create employment, recognising the importance of “green jobs” both for economic recovery and for tackling climate change. The crucial role of tripartite negotiations between governments, unions and employers as well as social dialogue and collective bargaining are highlighted, along with the need to avoid deflationary wage spirals and worsening working conditions. The importance of public job-creation schemes such as infrastructure development, as well as help for the unemployed and training and skills development, are also emphasised.
G8 governments need to commit to:

· Endorsement of the ILO Global Jobs Pact;

· The promotion of green jobs and just transition programmes

· Support for social protection measures in developing countries, including pensions, unemployment insurance, and adequately resourced inspectorates (as well as action to support the development of national social protection systems including social pensions along with child grants, disability grants etc. to provide a social floor).

· Reaffirming Gleneagles aid commitments and ensuring that the proposed “Whole of Country” approach does not divert attention from decreasing aid levels: 
The UK Government needs to take a leading role in ensuring that other donor countries do not abandon their aid commitments. At the G8 Summit in July, G8 leaders need to reaffirm their 2005 Gleneagles promises to increase aid by $50 billion a year by 2010 and double aid to Africa; ; they also need to agree binding timetables to achieve these commitments as well as a mechanism for monitoring progress.

International civil society has serious concerns about the proposal by the Italian G8 presidency for a “whole of country” approach to development. While we agree with the need for more policy coherence and improved coordination, the proposal to include all development flows into a comprehensive monitoring system seriously risks undermining the value of Official Development Assistance and diverting the attention from efforts to urgently increase flagging aid levels. 
· Implementing G8 commitments on health and education: 

G8 commitments on health and education remain seriously off track. 
The G8 must therefore guarantee the full implementation of the 2005 Gleneagles commitment to Universal Access to HIV and AIDS prevention, treatment care and support by 2010 and the three health Millennium Development Goals by 2015. The UK Government needs to take a leading role in implementing these pledges. This means;

· Honouring the financial commitments to health made in previous G8 Summits, with particular reference to the US$ 60 billion over five years to fight infectious diseases and strengthen health.

· Ensuring the accountability matrices for health are clear and transparent and provide a year by year action plan on how G8 health commitments will be achieved.
· Ensuring that the innovative financing mechanisms for health mobilise resources that are additional to Official Development Assistance; 
· Make clear and measurable commitments to particularly addressing the gross deficit in funding for maternal newborn and child health and pledge that no country seriously committed to improving MNCH will not be thwarted for lack of resources. For the G8 this means committing to double the level of donor funding for maternal, newborn and child health interventions from 2006 levels ($3.5 billion) to $7bn in 2012,
· Ensuring that international health interventions are harmonized and aligned with national health plans of developing countries, in line with the aid effectiveness principles agreed in Rome, Paris and Accra;

G8 nations have a responsibility to ensure that education is free, high quality and available to all for at least 9 years. To this end, the G8 must commit a minimum of $15-16 billion per annum in aid to ensure EFA a sum that includes provision for adult literacy, early childhood care and education, targeting the hardest-to-reach children and expansion of lower secondary education. The G8 should:

· commit to this aid being given predictably and to finance recurrent costs, in order that 18 million teachers can be trained, hired and paid between now and 2015.

· prioritise education funding for conflict-affected fragile states (CAFS). This means increasing the resources allocated in support of basic education, with at least 50% of these spent in CAFS

· increase their support of the Education for All-Fast Track Initiative (EFA-FTI) to fill current financing gaps, and support the establishment and resourcing of the Education Transition Fund to ensure that the EFA-FTI supports education in CAFS.

· commit to include and resource education as an immediate and integral part of every international response to a humanitarian emergency. This should include backing for the Global Education Cluster, as well as the Child Protection Working Group within the Protection Cluster, to ensure that schools are safe places for children living in emergencies.

· Committing to tackle climate change and supporting developing countries in climate change adaptation and low carbon development: 

As the major current and historical source of carbon emissions, the G8 bears particular responsibility to make progress towards an ambitious post 2012 framework as part of the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol process. The G8 countries must reach collective commitment to reduce their domestic carbon emissions by at least 80% from their 1990 levels by 2050, as precondition for a global long-term emission reduction goal which needs to be agreed on under the UNFCCC framework at the Copenhagen Conference later this year. 

G8 countries must also commit to ensuring that sufficient resources and other incentives are made available to assist developing countries in building sustainable, low carbon economies, and in supporting efforts to adapt to the immediate and future impact of climate change, in particular in the Least Developed Countries and small island developing states. In particular, the G7 should commit 33 billion Euro annually to be provided as a down payment on the funds needed to finance adaptation in developing countries. Such a commitment would be the fair share of the G8 countries of the global sum of at least $50 billion needed annually for adaptation. 

These resources must be additional to the UN target of 0.7% of GNI, and be provided in the form of grants rather than any kind of loans. Mitigation-related needs, including means to avoid deforestation, are in addition to this amount. As noted by many developing countries in the UN climate negotiations, instruments within the UN climate policy framework, such as the Adaptation Fund, should be the primary channel to stream climate change related funding, rather than through donor-driven instruments such as the World Bank. A viable climate finance architecture is a key element to signaling to developing countries a willingness to consider a broad financial mechanism.


G8 countries must ensure that the Copenhagen UNFCCC agreement includes an initiative which would provide US$2 billion for rapid implementation of the most urgent actions identified by the Least Developed Countries in the national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAs). 

· Ensuring food security and adequate nutrition: 
The G8 must demonstrate and promote a higher political priority to fight hunger particularly by making progress on country level partnerships for food security. The G8 needs to commit to a new Global Partnership for Agriculture and Food Security that is framed around realising the right to food for all and centred around the ongoing reform of the FAO Committee on World Food Security. Ensuring a new tripartite platform at FAO involving coordination between governments, international bodies and civil society is essential, as is a high-level forum to set and monitor time-bound commitments to eradicate hunger.
At the Madrid High-Level Meeting in January 2009, it was agreed that the proposed partnership would include a focus on nutrition. But there has been very little progress on this. For the partnership to become a reality, it needs to mobilise predictable, long-term and additional funding to improve food access for the poorest and provide adequate support to the specific needs of small farmers. It should serve as a coordination structure to galvanise effective and coherent action to reduce malnutrition globally.

The G8 should address the needs of the most vulnerable, particularly children and women most affected by the crisis, by investing in nutrition and social protection programmes.
· Re-focussing on water and sanitation: 

The G8 countries must commit to concerted action to reverse the long neglect of sanitation and water provision and support the establishment of the Global Framework for Action to achieve sanitation and water for all. Such a Global Framework would provide a compact in which:
· Southern Governments develop credible national plans to provide sanitation and water for all, and invest more in their implementation.
· Donor Governments support the development of these plans, and ensure that no credible national plan fails for lack of finance
· International systems are developed to monitor and drive progress in the sector, including specifically a global task force, an annual review and an annual global high-level meeting.
In addition to formally supporting the Global Framework, G8 countries should commit to sending high-level representation to the first Annual High-Level Meeting on Water and Sanitation being hosted by UNICEF in April 2010, and support regional consultations in autumn 2009.
· Promoting debt cancellation: 

The G8 countries must commit to full debt cancellation for all IDA-only countries and other countries whose debt levels prevent them from meeting the basic needs of their people. They should commit to an international debt work-out mechanism, which would also deal with illegitimate debts that have arisen from irresponsible loans, as well as encouraging states to introduce legislation to prevent vulture funds. 
· Promoting women’s rights

The 2007 G8 Summit Declaration recognized the links between women’s rights and other key issues including global health and sustainable growth.  Now the G8 countries must take concrete steps to promote gender equality, including;

· Funding the implementation of key gender equality frameworks such as CEDAW, the Beijing Platform for Action, the ICPD Plan of Action and the MDGs. 

· Intensifying efforts to reduce maternal mortality by three quarters and to achieve universal access to reproductive health by 2015.  

· Push for women’s active participation in national development planning, and ensure national strategies and global initiatives include indicators to assess their impact on women and girls.

· Support the development of a consolidated, stronger and robustly funded UN entity for women headed by an Executive Director with the rank of Under Secretary General.

· Supporting good governance and UNCAC: 
G8 countries need to show leadership in promoting good governance and combating international corruption by stating that they will all ratify the UN Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) and support the establishment of a robust review mechanism at the next Conference of State Parties in 2009. G8 members Italy, Germany and Japan are still to ratify the Convention.
· Improving the accountability of the G8: 
With the rise of the G20 leaders forum as an alternative for global decision-making the traditional G8 dialogue seems destined to change. International civil society has repeatedly questioned the legitimacy of G8 summit as they are exclusive and non-representative sidelining the UN as only representative international forum. 

But, there are still a number of G8 commitments coming due in 2010 that must not be avoided, forgotten or watered down in this discussion. In order to fulfil these commitments, the G8 need to improve their accountability and monitoring systems. 

This briefing note is a summary of key demands by UK civil society organisations and is based on joint positions by BOND members and partner networks in preparations for the 2009 G8 Summit. 
This briefing note is made available to the UK delegation ahead of the G8 Summit. 

Organisations that have contributed to this briefing note include: 

ActionAid UK, BOND, CAFOD, Christian Aid, GCAP, Interact Worldwide,  Jubilee Debt Campaign, Progressio, Save the Children, Stop Aids Campaign, Tearfund, TUC, UK Aid Network (UKAN), VSO and Wateraid. [image: image1.jpg]
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